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Old Teſtament being now finied, - 
think it my duty to expreſs myſelf moſt 
truly thankful — firſt, to Divine Providence ; 
for that ſhare of Health, which I have enjoyed 
( tho” of late frequently interrupted in perhaps 
too cloſe an attention, during Ten Years, to a 


Work of ſuch peculiar labour and'fatigue — and 


ſecondly, to all thoſe Illuſtrious and / Learned 
Pzrx$SONS; who, with a public ſpirit. which has 
no parallel in the ſupport of any literary under- 
taking, and with a piety which exceeds all praiſe, 
have thus liberally ſupported a Work, not expe- 


dient only, but neceſlary, for the n of 


REVELATION, 

48 1 entered upon this W Work, re- 
ſolved to proſecute it with all the expedition, and 
all the care, in my power; the proper advances 


made in it, from year to year, gave me ſincere 


pleaſure. At the end of the firſt, and every ſuc- 
ceeding year; I thought it neceſſary, for my own 
credit in the diſcharge of my Truſt, as well as the 
ſatisfaction of my Subſcribers, to preſent Them 
with a printed Account; both of the Progreſs 


made, 
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made, and the Encouragement granted. And one 
of the moſt agreeable rewards, which I could poſ- 
fibly receive during this hard labour, has been the 
Approbation, with which theſe annual Accounts 
have been honoured by my Patrons : eſpecially, as 

their Approbation has been followed by the Ap- 
eee nr 


bio | 


en now to conclude the FEES ſhort hiſtories 
of this Collation, with an Account of the laſt 
year; I have been perſuaded to republiſn, and 
prefix, the Accounts of the nine years preceding. 
It is no wonder, that ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, 
whoſe zeal for my Work led them to ſubſcribe to 
it, ſhould think the annual Accounts worthy of 
preſervation : and yet it would have been ſtrange, 
if ſeveral of thoſe little pamphlets had not been 
loſt, thro' different accidents, This has been the 
caſe; and I have frequently been applied to, with 
ſome earneſtneſs, for other copies of theſe Ac- 
counts, in order to make Sets compleat: which 
requeſts I have ſometimes been unable to comply 
with, as all the copies for a few of the years had 
been before given away. A deſire therefore to 
oblige all my Subſcribers, to the utmoſt of my 
ability, is the apology I have to offer for this Re- 
publication; and I ſhall beg leave to introduce it 
with a few hiſtorical particulars. 


* 


Soon 
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Soon aftet my entrance in this Univerſity, when 
I learnt the Hebrew language from the celebrated 
Dr Hun r, Regius Profeſſor of the Oriental lan- 
guages; I then Was, and continued for ſame years, 
ſtrongly prejudiced in favour of the Integrity of our 
Hebrew Text: taking it for granted (as men of 
learning far ſuperior to mine did, almoſt univer- 
ally, thro* Europe) that, if the printed copies of 
the Hebrew Bible at all differed from the Originals 
of Moſes and the Prophets, the variations wcre 
very few and quite inconſiderable. 

But, in defiance of theſe prejudices, I became 
convinced in the year 1748, that our Hebrew 
Text had ſuffered from tranſcribers, at leaſt as 
much as the copies of other antient writings z and 
that there are now ſuch corruptions in this ſacred 
volume, as affect the Senſe greatly in many inſtan- 
ces. The particular Chapter, which extorted from 
me this conviction, and which was benevolently 
recommended to my peruſal ( for this very pur- 
poſe ) by the Reverend Dr Low Tx, now Lord 
Biſhop of Oxford, is the 23d e of the 2d 
Book of Samuel. 

Having been thus convinced of my own mif- 
take, in a matter of ſo much moment ; I thought 
it my duty to endeavour to. convince others. And 
accordingly, in 1753, I publiſhed a Diſſertation on 
the latter part of that Chapter, beginning at the 
8th verſe; which verſe ſeems to contain more and 
greater miſtakes than are perhaps to be found elſe- 

where, 
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where, among the ſame number of words. To 
the remarks on this chapter I added (by way of 
Second Part) an accoumt of SzvenTy Hebrew 
MSS, which I had then diſtovered; and I ſpeci- 
fied ſeveral inſtances of their Various Readings, 
which indeed I found to be both numerous and 


important. 7 
This diſcovery of ſo many written copies, bither- 


to entirely unknown or unattended to, differing 
ſo eſſentially in many inſtances from the printed 
copies of the Old Teſtament, ſtruck evety reader 
with ſurpriſe. Whilſt the more learned, and the 


more candid, of theſe readers were led to expreſs 
their warm wiſhes — that 'no farther time might 
be loft, than had been loſt already, in delaying 


the perfect examination of MSS, which were found 
to be capable of ſuch public advantage. 


In the year 1758, when the Delegates of the 
Preſs at Oxford, with' very laudable intentions, 


requeſted the ſeveral Profeſſors to recommend to 
them ſuch Works, as they thought would be moſt 
acceptable to the Public, and which it would be 


moſt honourable for Them to encourage the pub- 


lication of; our Hebrew Profeſſor recommended 


various particulars, the firſt of which was A Colla- 
tion of all thoſe Hebrew MSS of the Old Teſtament, 


which were preſerved in the Bodltian Library. 


The Right Reverend Dr Sz cx x, then Lord 


Biſhop of Oxford, and late Arch-Biſhop of Canter- 
4 bury 
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bury (by whoſe death this Work has been de- 
prived of its firſt Patron, and has Joſt His Grace s 
farther Recommendation, as well as the uſefulneſs = 

of His Advice) was ſo thoroughly convinced of 
the great importance of ſuch a Collation, that He 
preſſed me ſtrongly to undertake it. And indeed 
He was the Perſon, not only who firſt endeavoured 
to perſuade me (in 1757) but alſo who chiefly 
prevailed with me ( in 1760) to give up my life to 
this laborious Undertaking. In the year 1758, 
His Lordſhip honoured me with a Letter, from 
which the following is an extract. 


Sir, Deanery of St Paul's ; Mar. 10, 1758; 


I have long wiſhed, that the Hebrew MSS of 
the Old Teſtament at Oxford were collated — if 
you are willing to undertake it, I think you the 
fitteſt ; and am glad the Delegates have pitched on 
you. I preſume you would have been glad, if they 
would have made propoſals to you, rather than 
have deſired you to make propoſals to them: but 
what Advice would be proper in either caſe, I am 
unable to ſay — If an annual Salary. be propoſed ; 
it will probably be expected, that the number of 
Years for. compleating the Work ſhall be fixed 
I hope, whatever Doubts or Difficulties may ariſe, 
the Deſign will not be ſoon abandoned, from de- 
ſpair of getting thro' them—This is all that aceurs 
at preſent to 

Your Fog brother and ſervant, 
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Tno. Oxrorn: 
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| Soon after the receipt df this letter, His Lord- 
. ſhip vas advanced to the See of Canterbury; and 
His Grace then wrote to me, as follows. 


Sir, 25 Dieanery of St Paul's; Apr, 15, 1758. 


1 am very willing to take the part, which 1 
thought was proper for the late Arch-Biſhop, of 
conſulting with the other Biſhops, concerning ſome 
proper method of encouraging the Undertaking 
propoſed to you — What their opinion may be, I 
cannot ſay beforehand — when I am able, I will 
give you farther information. In the mean while 
preparing for the preſs the Work, which you men- 
tion, I think will be a very proper employment. 
l wiſh you good Succeſs in it, and am &c. 


The Work, mentioned by His Grace, was A 
Second. Diſſertation on the printed Hebrew Text, 
which I publiſhed in the beginning of the year 
1760 ; having then ſeen 110 MSS of the whole, 
or parts, of the Hebrew Bible. And in conſe- 
quence of the additional diſcoveries therein made, 
J was ſtill more ſtrenuouſly exhorted by ſeveral 
Great Perſons, and in particular by the Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, to enter upon the Collation 
of theſe MSS. I conſented ; and publiſhed Pro- 
poſals. And, after His GRACE had begun an 
Annual Subſcription, for the ſupport of this Work; 
I applied to the Delegates at Ox o xp, who readily 
patronized it likewiſe : as did alſo ſeveral learned 
' Individuals, and ſome Colleges, in this Univerſity, 

| Theſe 
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Theſe examples. were ſoon followed by the Uni- 
verſities of CaMBRrIDGE and DUBLIN; and 
by many other learned Men, with ſome other re- 
ſpectable Societies. And that the Public may not 
be at a loſs to know, bo were the Perſons, to 
whom they are indebted for ſetting on foot this 
Undertaking; it will be conſulting the ſatisfaction 
of the Public, and my own gratitude, to give here 
an exact Liſt of theſe Subſcribers, during the firſt 


year 1760, . 
94 4 


The Univerſity of OxroRD. £40 0 0 
The Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE 30 0 0 
The Univerſity of Du B AIX. . 30 © 0 


His Grace, Dr Secker, A-Bp Canterbury 10 10 0 
His Grace, Dr Gilbert, A-Bp York 10 10 © 
His Grace, Dr Cox, A-Bp of Caſhel . 10 10 0 


Rt Honourable, The Earl Granville . 5 5 0 
Rt Honourable, The Earl of Macclesfield 35 5 0 
Rt Honourable, The Earl of Bath . . 5 5 0 


Rt Rev. Dr Sberlock, Ld Bp of London 10 10 0 
Hon. & Rt R. Dr Trevor, Ld Bp Durham 10 wo 
Rt Rev. Dr Hoadly, Ld Bp Wincheſter 19 10 o 
Rt Rev. Dr Mawſon, Ld Bp Ely . . 5 50 
Rt Rev. Dr Willes, Ld Bp Bath and Wells 5 5 © 
Rt Rev. Dr Thomas, Ld Bp Lincoln . 5 5 © 
Rt Rev. Dr Oſbaldiſton, Ld Bp Carlile 5 5 0 
Rt Rev. Dr Thomas, Ld Bp Saliſbury . 5 5 © 
Hon, & Rt R. Dr Drummond, L. B. St Afaph 5 5 o 
B 2 
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Rt Rev. Dr Pearce, Ld Bp}Rocheſter .' 5 50 


Rt Rev. Dr Hayter, Ld Bp Norwich. 660 


Hon. & Rt R. Dr Cornwallis, L. B. Litchfield g 5 0 


Rt Rev. Dr Keene, Ld Bp Cheſter, 5 5 2 


Rt Rev. Dr Johnſon, Ld Bp Worceſter 5 5 o 
Rt Rev. Dr Ellis, Ld Bp St David's 5 50 
Rt Rev. Dr Hume, Ld Bp Oxford . 5 
Rt Rev, Dr Egerton, Ld Bp Bangor . 5 
5 
8 


Rt Rev. Dr Terrick, Ld Bp Peterborough 
Rt Rev. Dr Young, Ld Bp Briſtol 
Rt Rev. Dr Chenevix, Ld Bp Waterford 3 


Rt Honourable, Ld Tyrawly . . . , 220 


| Lord Chief Baron Parker „ „„ +. 5: M0 


Toes Dr Gregory, Dean Chriſt- Church 5 5,0 - 
Rev. Sir Philip Hoby, Dean Ardfert . 3 3 0 
Rev. Dr Squire, Dean Briſtol. , , . 2 2.0 
Rev. Dr Webber, Dean Hereford , . 2 2 0 


Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Briſtol . 5 5 0 
Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Durham 10 10.0 
Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Exeter 5 5 © 


Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Glouceſter 5 5 © 


Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Wells . 5 5 o 
Rev. the Dean and Chapter of Worceſter 5 5 © 


n 8 
. 0 40 IG 
Exeter College „„ 58 51D 
Jeſus College, in Oxford . „ ee e We 5 
Merton College 365660 


Rev. Dr Aſnton 


Rev. Mr Atherton 
Rev. Dr ARES "ka # 23208 
Dr Avery . ra” a3 
Hon. and Rev. Mr Avhoer „ 


Rev. Dr Barnard . 3. 

Hon. and Rev. Mr Barrington 
Thomas Baſket, Eſq; . ; 

Rev. Dr Bentham . . 
Rev. Dr Blackett . . . 
William Blackſtone, Eſq; . 
Rev. Dr Butler 


Rev. Dr Chandler 
Mr John Channing 

Rev. Dr Chapman * 
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Rev. Dr Dickens 66 de 
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Charles Gray, Eſq; ; 
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John Howard, Eſq; 
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Thus honourably countenanced and ſupported, 
I entered upon my Work : chearfully devoting 
the active part of my life to this important Un- 
dertaking ; determining to exert the utmoſt of my 
endeavours to ſerve the Public; and not at all 
doubting of the generoſity of the Public, for the 
reward of my Labours. But here; that no more 
may be inferred from this Undertaking, than was 
really intended; and that the author may not be 
ſuppoſed to have promiſed what was out of his 
power to perform, (i. e. to collate all the MSS of 
the Hebrew Bible in Europe) it may be neceſſary 
to ſtate, that the Undertaking was preciſely this 
to collate all the W. of the Hebrew Bible in 
Great Britain and Ireland ( all ſuch as ſhould be 
diſcovered, and the uſe of which could be obtain- 
ed, if deſired;) and, whilſt this Work was carrying 
on ( which it was ſuppoſed might require at leaſt 
Ten Tears) that Collations of as many of the beſt 
Foreign Ms ſhould be procured, as Time and Ex- 
pence would allow. * 

Such was my Undertaking. And now, as to 
the manner in which it has been conducted ; how 
far properly, or the contrary — this has been al- 
ready (as far as Nine Years) ſubmitted to Taz 
SUBSCRIBERS : and the Whole 1s here pre- 
ſented to THE M, and ſubmitted alſo to all others, 
who ſhall peruſe The Ten Annual Accounts, which 
now follow in their order, and exactly as they were 
before printed. 
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At the End of the Year 1760. 


ROPOSALS having been publiſhed laſt 
January, relative to a Collation of the MSS 
of the ſacred Hebrew Text; and ſuch an Under- 
taking having been honoured with great En- 
couragement from the Univerſities of Ox roR D, 
CAM BRI DOE, and DuBLIN; from the ARc R- 
BisnoPs, and moſt of the Bis Hor s in England; 
from ſome DEAN s and CnayTERs, and ſome 
CoLLEGES; and alſo from ſeveral PERSONsS, 
eminently diſtinguiſhed by their Rank and Station, 
as well as by their Zeal for Religion and Learning : 
Mr Kennicott, who has been employed to undertake 
.a Work of ſo public a nature, thinks himſelf ob- 
liged ( at the cloſ&of the firſt year) to offer ſome 
particulars to the conſideration of the Public. And 
he apprehends, that the Method moſt conducive 
to the Satisfaction of the preſent, and the En- 
couragement of future Subſcribers to this extenſive 
and laborious Undertaking, will be — to ſtate the 

Expediency of ſuch a Collation, as in the former 
| Propoſals; and then, to mention ſuch Circum- 


ſtances as have occurred, worthy of notice, during | 
the preſent Year. 


I. The 


YEAR 1760. 7 


I. The beſt, if not the only way, to print a 
good-Edition of any antient Book, is to examine 
with Care the written Copies of it. And the Text 
of antient Books is allowed by the Learned to be 
more or leſs perfect, as more or fewer MSS have 
been collated for that Purpoſe. For this reaſon, 
almoſt all the Greek MSS of the New Teſtament, 
which are now extant, have been examined, and their 
Variations publiſped; greatly to the ſatisfaction of 
all thoſe, who are Friends to Religion and Learning. 


II. The ſame Advantage, ariſing from a Colla- 
tion of MSS, to which antient Books are naturally 
entitled, has been readily granted to them all; 
except, perhaps, in the ſingle caſe of the Hebrew 
Bible : which however, on many accounts, may 
require it more than any other book of Antiquity. 
For the older any Writings are, and the offner they 
have been tranſcribed; the more Miſtakes have 
probably been made by the Tranſcribers. And it 
is certain, that the Books of the Old Teſtament 
are, at leaſt ſome of them, the oldeſt in the world; 
and, that they have all been tranſcribed very fre- 
quently, As ſeveral of the Hebrew Letters are 
very ſimilar ; it muſt have been the more eaſy for 
Tranſcribers to make Miſtakes. And the Miſtake 
of any one Hebrew Letter will often occaſion a 
very wide difference in the Senſe. 


III. The Hebrew Copies, which have been 
hitherto printed, are found to agree with the late 
and the worſt MSS. And the older the MSS are, 

"> ME the 
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the more they differ from the printed Text; for 
they generally read more agreeably to the Context, 
and alſo to the antient Verſions. But farther; the 
Hebrew MSS will not only furniſh many Various 
Readings, which make the Senſe clear and con- 
ſiſtent, where the printed copies are unintelligible 
or contradictory; but they will alſo vindicate the 
Apeſtolical Quotations. For ſome of the paſſages in 
the New Teſtament, quoted from the Old, which 
do not agree with the printed Hebrew Text, per- 
fectly agree with the preſent MSS — particularly, 
in ont important Prophecy, no leſs than 28 out of 
32 MSS confirm a Quotation made by St Peter and 
St Paul; and this in a caſe, where the Reading, as 
printed in the Heb. Text by Maſoretic Authority, 
invalidates the Reaſoning of both theſe Apoſtles. 


IV. The Hebrew MSS will not only correct 
many of the Miſtakes, which have been introduced 
for 800 or 1000 years laſt paſt; but they will alſo 
confirm the Authorities of the Greek, Syriac, and 
the other antient and venerable Verſions ; which 
(under proper reſtrictions) will diſcover other 
Miſtakes, made as early as the time of CHRIST. 


V. There are already known between 400 and 
5300 Hebrew MSS, now extant in different Parts 
of the World: of which number ENGLAND 
contains more than any other Country; there being 
preſerved at leaſt One Hundred and Ten (contain - 
ing the Whole or Parts of the Hebrew Bible ) in 
the Univerſities of Ox ro RD and CAMBRIDGE, 
and in Tux BriTisn Muszum, And ſince our 


YzAaR 1760. 19 
ow Country is ſo particularly happy in the Trea- 
ſure of its MSS, collected and brought hither at 
an immenſe Expence ; it muſt be honourable to 
ſet the Example here, in firſt publiſhing a Work 
— which, tho” greatly deſired by the Learned in 
all Nations, has not yet been performed in any, 


VI. In the CK MSS beforementioned are in- 
cluded 7 Copies of the Samaritan Pentateuch. And 
as the only Copy of this Pentateuch hitherto pub- 
liſhed ( which was printed from a MS preſerved in 
France ) has many very valuable Readings, where 
the Hebrew Text is corrupted ; ſo the 7 Samaritan 
MSS, preſerved in England, will correct ſuome con- 
ſiderable Corruptions in the Samaritan Text, as it 
is now printed from the French MS, 


VII. Since theſe Hebrew and Samaritan MSS 
are found to contain a great number of Various 
Readings, though they have as yet been very im- 
perfectly examined; the Queſtion, humbly pro- 
poſed, is — Whether it muſt not be the ardent 
Wiſh of every true Friend to Divine Revelation, 
that the Hebrew Text may no longer be deprived of an 
Advantage, granted to all other antient Books ; but, 
that its MSS may be examined, and their Various 
_ Readings publiſhed : that ſo the Miſtakes, ' intro. 
duced by Tranſcribers, may be removed ; at leaſt, 
that nothing in our power may be wanting to ren- 
der that Sacred Volume as nearly perfect, as Care 
and Criticiſm can now render it. 


VIII. It muſt be added: that, as many parts 
of the preſent MSS are already obliterated by Age, 
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and others are conſtantly decaying; the Various 
Readings in the parts yet legible ought to be col- 
lected without farther delay. And when the Va- 
rjous Readings ſhall be publiſhed; they will form 
a ſafe and authentic Record; which ( tho' the MSS 
ſhould entirely periſh ) will be always ready, either 
to reform the Hebrew Text, or correct our own 
Verſion. 

IX. The Reaſonableneſs therefore, or rather the 
Neceſſity, of collating MSS being readily allowed, 
in order to procure an authentic Text of all other 
antient Writings; and a Collation of the Greek 
MSS of the New Teſtament having been made, and 
juſtly approved of: *tis preſumed, that a Collation 
of the Hebrew MSS of the Old Teſtament has been 
hitherto neglected, chiefly, on theſe two accounts 
— becauſe it was ſuppoſed, that there were few 
Hebrew MSS now extant ; and, that theſe few MS$ 
contained very few if any Various Readings, and 
none of real Importance. 

X. To the number of above Four Hundred 
Hebrew MSS, before enumerated, there may be 
now added many others. For, tho' one only has 
lately been added to thoſe found in England, which 
MS is preſerved in the Cathedral Library at Wells 
yet ſuch has been the Zeal of ſeveral Engliſh Pro- 
teſtant Gentlemen in other Countries, particularly 
in Tah, that many Hebrew MSS (not publicly 
known) have already been diſcovered, and more 
will probably be diſcovered ſoon, thro? the indefa- 
tigable Endeayours of the Gentlemen beforemen- 

tioned; 
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tioned: in which Enquiries they have been moſt 
readily and zealouſly aſſiſted by ſeveral Perſons of 
great Character and Diſtinction in the Church of 
Rome. The chief Places, where ſuch Enquiries 
have been, and are ſtill making, are Rome, Florence, 
Bologna, Milan, Genoa, Venice, and Conſtantinople. 


XI. At Rome (not to particularize the Cata- 
logues there obtained from other Libraries) a 
Catalogue has been lately publiſhed of the Hebrew 
MSS in the THE VaTican; in which grand 
Repoſitory are preſerved Forty One MSS of the 
Whole, or Parts, of the Hebrew Bible. And as 
Leave for collating any or all of theſe MSS, for 
the benefit of this Work, has been offered in the 
moſt obliging manner by His Eminence CaRrD1- 
NAL PASSIONE1, who ſo honourably preſides 
over The Vatican Library; the Offer has been 
thankfully accepted : and a Collation is now ma- 
king of ſome of the moſt valuable, at the Expence 
of Myr Kennicott, And he has reaſon to preſume, 
that his Work will be greatly enriched by the Va- 
rious Readings of theſe excellent MSS ; collated 
with great Accuracy, in the very Palace, and under 
the immediate Inſpection, of His Eminence Himſelf. 
This Undertaking is alfo highly honoured by the 
Patronage of his Eminence Cax DIN AL SPINELLI 
who has been pleaſed to exert his Influence in fa- 
your of it at Naples, and allo in other places. 


XII. It has already been obſerved, that the Va- 
rious Readings in the Hebrew MSS are numerous; 


and 
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and particular Proofs have been ſelected. But 
abundant Demonſtration of this point may nom be 
given; in conſequence of a regular and minute 
Examination made in Three of the oldeſt Hebrew 
MSS in England. As for inſtance : the Variations 
from the printed Text, which have been found in 
One MS of the Pentateuch ( one of the oldeſt and 
beſt MSS now known) exceed Two TrousAND ; 
many of which conſiderably affect the Senſe, and 
are conſonant to the antient Verſions : and (which 
furniſhes a new and ſtrong argument in favour of 
the Samaritan Text) there are in this one Hebrew 
MS not leſs than SEVEN HUN D RED Words, 
which differ from the printed Hebrew, but agree 
with the printed Samaritan Pentateuch. 


XIII. Should it be enquired, Whether there be 
in ary other antient MS a number of Variations at 
all proportionable, in other parts of the Old Teſ- 
tament; it may be anſwered, that in another MS 
(alſo one of the moſt antient and valuable now 
known ) there are, in the Evangelical Prophet 
Haiab, above One Trovs AND Readings diffe- 
rent from the printed Text: and of theſe ſeveral 
have a conſiderable influence upon the Senſe. So 
that the ſubjoining Theſe, and all other Various 
Readings which may be found, at the bottom of 
every Page, in a new Edition of the Hebrew Bible, 
printed (not with a new Text, but) from one of 
the beſt Editions already publiſhed, muſt be a thing 
greatly deſireable to all thoſe, who would judge pro- 
perly of the genuine Senſe of the Old Teſtament. 
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XIV. If therefore Hebrew MSS, eſpecially the 
more antient, do in fact contain numerous and 
important Variations from the Text, as it has 
hitherto been printed agreeably to the lateſt MSS; 
and if the Various Readings, collected, will cer- 
tainly be more numerous, and may alſo be more 
important, in proportion as more Hebrew MSS 
ſhall be collated: it is humbly ſubmitted, and muſt 
be left to all thoſe Societies, and to all thoſe par- 
ticular Perſons, who approve this Undertaking, to 
determine — Whether this Work ſhall be more, or leſs, 
perfect; by their enabling the perſon, undertaking 
it, to procure Collations of a greater or leſs num- 
ber of the MSS abroad ; and alſo by enabling him 
to employ more or fewer Aſſiſtants, for expediting 
the Work at home. 


XV. Laſtly : All thoſe, who may incline to fa- 
vour and patronize the preſent Undertaking, will 
pleaſe to conſider — that no Obligation is laid upon 
Subſcribers for the Continuance of their Subſcrip- 
tions — that the Subſcriptions will be defired no 
longer than a proper Progreſs ſhall be made in the 
Work — and that, if ſuch a Progreſs be made, 
there will be then ( according to the method pro» 
poſed by The Delegates of the Preſs in the Univer- 
ſity of Oxror p) a Certificate given, at the end 
of every future year, as there is at the end of the 


preſent, by The Royal Profeſſor of - Hebrew, 


OxFoRrD; December 18, 1760. 
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At the End of the Year 1761. 


HIS Work being of a public nature, and 
having been honoured with very uncommon 
Encouragement ; it ſeems neceſſary, at the cloſe 
of every year, to lay before the SuBscRIBERS 
ſome account of the Progreſs made in the Work, and 
alſo the State of tbe Subſcription. The proper no- 
tices, relative to both theſe particulars, are here 
communicated to my Patrons, at the conclufion of 
the ſecond Year: and I beg leave to expreſs my 
warmeſt gratitude, for the extraordinary. Favour 
vouchſafed to my Undertaking by ſo many So- 
CIETIES, and ſo many PER SONs, who are 
themſelves eminently diſtinguiſhed, as well by their 
zeal for Religion' and Learning, as by their Rank 
and Station. In particular, I think myſelf indiſ- 
penſably bound to make the moſt dutiful, and moſt 
humble, acknowledgment of A PaTRrRONAGE, 
too 1mportant to be concealed, and too great to be 
ſufficiently celebrated ; which, to the extreme 
Honour of this Work, has been moſt graciouſly 
extended to it by the Piety and Munificence of 


The 
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The Expediency of ſuch an Undertaking muſt 
be evident to all thoſe, who will attend to the fol- 
lowing particulars — that the deſign of it is to 
do the ſame juſtice to the Text of the Old Teſta- 
ment, which has been done ( with univerſal ap. 
plauſe ) to the Text of the New Teſtament, and 
to that of almoſt all other antient writings —— 
that the Hebrew Text, tho' of ſuch great import- 
ance, has been hitherto printed agreeably to the 
lateſt and worſt MSS —— that there are as yet 
happily preſerved multitudes of older MSS ; free 
from many of thoſe later Corruptions, which diſ- 
grace that extenſive part of Divine Revelation : 
and MSS, which contain readings more agreeable 
to the Context, to the Antient Verſions, and alſo to 
the New Teſtament —— and therefore, that it muſt 
be exceedingly deſireable, that as many as poſſible 
of the Various Readings in theſe valuable MSS 
(now periſhing by age) be ſpeedily collected; and 
afterwards accurately publiſhed together (at the 


bottom of every page, in a new edition of the pre- 
ſent Hebrew Text) for the information of the 


Learned, and the benefit of the Public. Thus 
much may be ſufficient to be obſerved here, as to 
the Expediency of this Undertaking; eſpecially, 
after the ſanction it has received from the united 
ſuffrages of Learned Men thro' Europe. 


As to the Hebrew MSS in England; the account,, 
printed at the end of laſt year, ſet forth, that One 
Hundred and Ten had been then diſcovered in this 

7 Country. 
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country. Two more have been ſince found in the 

ublic Libraries of Oxford, There is One, belong- 
ing to Edward Wortley Montague Eſq; who has 
obligingly permitted it to be collated. One valuable 


MS has been purchaſed by myſelf, But the moſt 
conſiderable acquiſition, during this year in England, 
confiſts in Two MSS, preſerved in the Library of 
the Collegiate Church of V etminſter. One Hebrew 
MS has been alſo diſcovered in the Library of 
Mariſchal College, Aberdeen: and Two, in that of 
Trinity College, Dublin; which were brought a few + 
years ſince from Africa as appears from the 
account moſt obligingly procured by The Right 
Honourable Lord Viſcount Bx aucname. 


The Collation of the MSS, in England, has been 
hitherto appropriated to the MSS in Oxford; in 
which Univerſity are preſerved the greateſt num- 
ber, and ſome very antient and valuable. And the 
Work has been here carried on, with all the expe- 
dition conſiſtent with health and exactneſs: the 
perſon undertaking it having been aſſiſted in it | 
conſtantly by three Gentlemen, and during part of 


the year by four. 


The Various Readings, which have been diſco- 
vered in this year's examination, are ſurprizingly 
numerous. Many of them are plainly of moment: 
but the merit of far the greateſt part cannot be 
properly judged of, without much eritical Exami- 
nation; for which there is no leiſure, during the 
progreſs of the Collation itſelf. | 


Ten 


— 
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Ten MSS, containing parts of the Hebrew Bible, 
have been compleatly collated this year; and alſo 
parts of Two other MSS. And as the Collations 
of theſe Twelve MSS have been fairly tranſcribed, 
and thoſe Tranſcripts have been carefully examin- 
ed; the Original Collations are now depoſited in 
the Bodleian Library, under the Librarian's Seal 
and my own : agreeably to the method preſcribed 
by The Delegates of the Preſs, in their Order for a 
Subſcription to this Work, It muſt be obſerved 
upon this article, that to the preceding MSS may 
be added (as being collated likewiſe in the preſent 
year ) all ſuch, as have been collated for this Work 
in foreign Countries, 


For, whilſt diligent attention has been employed 
on this Work at home ; conſtant endeavours have 
been uſed to procure aſſiſtance from abroad : and 
indeed theſe endeavours have been attended with 
ſuch Succeſs, as cannot perhaps be paralleled on 
any Other literary occaſion, Great zeal has been 
ſhewn in favour of it, in many Countries very diſ- 
tant from England, and from one another ; and by 
Learned Men of very different perſuaſions in Reli- 
gion, who have united in their opinions of zhe 
tendency of this Work to promote (the common cauſe) 
the Honour of Revelation; and who have been very 
obliging by the aſſiſtance already granted, and by 
the kind offers of farther ſervices. 


As many valuable Hebrew MSS are preſerved 
in the Vatican Library; leave for collating any, or 
| D 8#---. all, 
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all, of them was voluntarily offered by the late 
learned Librarian, the juſtly - eminent Cardinal 
Pa$s$1ONE1: who conferred on the undertaker 


of this Work ſignal obligations, by the honour 


both of his Patronage and his Correſpondence. 


The loſs of ſo great a Friend has been very bene- 
volently compenſated by the Patronage and Cor- 


reſpondence of his Eminence Cardinal SPINELLI, 


Dean and Superior of the College of Cardinals; who 
has condeſcended to exert his extenſive influence, 
in favour of this Work ; and was lately pleaſed to 
offer his Letters in recommendation of it to any part 
of the World. It muſt alſo be gratefully obſerved, 
that his Eminence Cardinal AL BAn1, the preſent 
Librarian, protects and countenances this Work at 
the Vatican; and has kindly favoured it with ſeveral 
recommendatory Letters; particularly, to Marſhal 
BorTTa ADoRNo, Governor of Tuſcany, and 
to Count Fiz MIAN, the Imperial Secretary of 
State at Milan. 


The Collation of the Hebrew MSS, agreed for 


at the Vatican, at the expence of 200 /, is now. * 


finiſhed by the learned Profeſſor Conſtanzi; and the 
Various Readings of the MSS there collated (which 
have been found numerous and in ſeveral inſtances 
important) are expected ſoon in England. But ſtill, 
there are many other curious MSS in Rome: and 
the Collation of ſome of theſe alſo will ( at my 
requeſt and expence ) be ſoon undertaken. 


I have alſo obtained leave, at Florence, to ſelect 
leveral Hebrew MSS, in the Imperial Library; 
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and theſe are now collating by the learned Signior 
Bartoli, and II Padre Berretta Vallombroſano. This 
Collation is carrying on, by the favour of Marſhal 
BoTTa, under the Patronage of Sir Hor aT10 
Mann, His Majeſty's Reſident there ; who has 
' honoured this Work with his Recommendation, 
particularly to Count FI R MIA N. Great acknow- 
ledgments are alſo due to Count Fixmian himſelf, 
for the zeal he has expreſſed in favour of. this 
Work; which will probably receive great aſſiſt- 
ance from the learned Imperial Profeſſor Henrico 
à Porta, to whoſe care his Excellency has parti- 
cularly recommended it. 


At Hamburgh, there are many Hebrew MSS, 
preſerved in the public Library. And an agree- 
ment has lately been made with the learned Pro- 
feſſor Reimar; who is now employed in collating 
Seven of the moſt antient and valuable. 


Several very valuable MSS being preſerved in 
the Royal Library at Turin; application for leave 
to collate them was made ſome time ſince to the 
Sardinian Ambaſſador at this Court by The Right 
Honourable the Earl of BuTz, One of His Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State : whoſe Patronage of 
this Work is moſt gratefully acknowledged. And 
I think myſelf obliged to expreſs my moſt humble 
thankfulneſs for the great Honour done this Work 
by His Majeſty The KinG of SARDINIA, 
and His Royal Highneſs the DV K EH Savor, 
who have graciouſly declared Themſelves Patrons 
of it. His Majeſty hath condeſcended to order, 
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that all the Hebrew MSS in his States ſhall be ex- 
amined upon this occaſion ; and hath been pleaſed 
to appoint Two Hebrew Profeſſors to collate the 
moſt valuable. Theſe notices I have received in 
a moſt obliging Letter from Mr Dur z xs, the 
Britiſh Reſident at Turin. 


In Spain ( whilſt enquiries are making as to the 
Eſcurial, and other public Libraries) it muſt be 
obſerved, that about Tenty Hebrew MSS are pre- 
ſerved in the Library of the learned and reverend 
Franciſco Perez Bayer, Canon and Treaſurer of the 
great Church at Toledo: who has expreſſed his rea- 
dineſs to permit a Collation of them to be made, 
for the advantage of this Work. 


Two valuable MSS have been very lately ſent to 
Oxford, from Rotterdam, by My Penſionary Meer- 
man; to whom this Work will probably be much 
indebted for the aſſiſtance derived from theſe MSS, 
thus obligingly lent for its benefit. The ſame great 
Favour has alſo been granted, with the utmoſt rea- 
.dineſs, by the Univerſity of Aberdeen, at the re- 
queſt of their Noble Chancellor; and they have 
lately ſent to Oxford the very elegant and valuable 
MS, preſerved in their public Library. 


As to the parts of Europe not before-mentioned, 
in which there have been alſo enquiries made after 
Hebrew MSS, during the preſent year; it may be 
proper to mention Conſtantinople, Warſaw, Venice, 
Naples, Bologna, Mantua, Pavia, Genoa, Liſbon, 
Geneva, Utrecht, Erfurth, Berlin, and Stockholm. 
And amongſt thoſe Gentlemen, who have very 
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obligingly aſſiſted in theſe ſeveral enquiries, parti- 
cular Thanks are due to their Excellencies Lord 
Viſcount STOR MONT, Sir JAMES Gray, the 
Hon. E DWARD Hay E; and James PoxrER 
Ei; His Majeſty's Ambaſſadors and Envoys at 
Warſaw, Naples, Liſbon, and Conſtantinople. 


To theſe various inſtances of extraordinary Ser. 
vice ſo zealouſly granted to this Work, and of 
Honour thus unexpectedly conferred upon the un. 
dertaker of it, muſt be added the great Favour 
already ſhewn, and the extenſive Aſſiſtance likely 
to be granted, by the Learned at Paris. In parti- 
cular, the moſt grateful acknowledgments muſt ' 
be here made to Monfieur L' Abbe Lapvocar, 
the very worthy Librarian and Hebrew Profeſſor 
at the Sorbonne; who propoſes to employ himſelf, 
together with ſome able Aſſiſtants, in collating for 
this Work leveral very valuable MSS, 


Such is the State, at preſent, of this Collation. 
And from the preceding account of the Work, 
compared with the ſubſequent lift of the Subſcri- 
bers, the Reader will be led to conſider that 
the Subſcription is fully ſufficient to ſupport and 
encourage a diligent Collation of the MSS in 
England, and to procure conſiderable Aſſiſtance 
from other Countries but that this Work will 
certainly be the more perfect, in proportion as a 
greater number of valuable MSS ſhall be collated 
abroad: of which there are happily found fo very 
many, and leave is with ſo much public ſpirit 
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granted for the uſe of them, in the various parts 
of Europe. The Public may be aſſured, that I 
ſhall continue to exert my utmoſt endeayours, in 
proportion to the encouragement I receive, towards 
perfecting of the Work, in which I have the honour 
to be thus employed. And I beg leave to hope, 
that neither the preceding narrative, nor the fol- 
lowing liſt, will by any means be interpreted as 
matter of oſtentation. I have only given a plain 
enumeration of the great Favours in fact conferred 
by others, adding ſome expreſſions of my own gra- 
titude. And it may be preſumed, that ſuch an 
Account will be agreeable to all the fincere Friends 
of this Work —and THEessz are the Readers, 
whom I am ſtudious and ambitious to pleaſe. 


Laſtly : All thoſe, who may be inclined to favour 
and patronize the preſent Undertaking, will pleaſe 
to conſider — that no Obligation is laid upon 
Subſcribers for the continuance of their Subſcrip- 
tions — that the Subſcriptions will be deſired, 
no longer than a proper Progreſs ſhall be made in 
the Work —— and that, if ſuch' a Progreſs be 
made, there will be then (according to the method 
propoſed by 7. be Delegates of the Preſs in the Uni- 
_ verſity of Ox roxp) a Certificate given at the end 
of every future Year, as there is at the end of 
the preſent, by The Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew. 


Oxro Rp; Dec, 16, 1761. 
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„ CERTIFICATE. 


H E Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of 

Oxford, having in January 1760 ſubſcribed to Mr 
Kennicott's Collation of the Hebrew MSS; and having 
Inſerted in an Order then made the following words [ That 
their Subſcription be continued at the beginning of every Year, 
upon Mr Kennicott's producing a Certificate from the Royal 
Profeſſor of Hebrew, that in his Fudgment Mr Kennicott hath 
made a competent Progreſs in the ſaid Work during the Year 
preceding ; ] and Mr Kennicott having applied to me for 
ſuch a Certificate : I do hereby accordingly Certify, for 
the Satisfaction of the ſaid Delegates, and of ſuch other 
Perſons as have encouraged this Work by their Subſcrip- 
tions, that the ſeveral Parts of the Collation (made during 
this Second Year) have been laid before me. And my 
Opinion is, that Mr Kennicott hath made a very compe- 
tent Progreſs in the ſaid Collation, and indeed advanced 
farther in it than could have been reaſonably expected; 
conſidering the extenſive Correſpondence he has eſtabliſh- 
ed, in ſeveral Parts of Europe, for the greater Perſection 
of this Undertaking. And, upon conſidering ſeveral of the 
Various Readings, which he has already diſcovered in the 
Hebrew MSS; I think this Work will be of very conſi- 


derable Service to Sacred Literature. 

THO. HUN T, 
Chriſt - Church ; | | 
Decemb. 7, 1761. Regius Profeſſor of Hebrew. 
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HOUGH I have finiſhed the Account of 
the Second Year; excepting the Liſt of the 
SUBSCRIBERS, Who are reſerved for one com- 
pleat enumeration, at the concluſion of the whole 
Narrative : I ſhall not begin the Account of the 
Third Year, till I have previouſly inſerted one ma- 
terial particular, which ſeems to be here neceſſary. 


The Work having been deſcribed, as going on 
both at home and abroad ; it is probable, that the 
curious Reader has already wiſhed to know =—— 
Upon what Plan the Collation itſelf was conducted. 
I ſhall therefore ſtate here the mode of proceed- 
ing; fo as to convey ſome idea, both of the 
Labour which was requiſite, and of the Ealing 
which was aimed at. 
As to the LABOUR: tho every work, which 
demands cloſe attention for many hours in a day, 
muſt be thought laborious; yet what an idea 
would the Reader form of the pity due to himſelf, 
were he to repeat, over and over, the Leiters of 
the Alphabet, only varied in their order and con- 
nexion, for no longer a time than three hours in 
a day, during one month! I ſay, were he to repeat 
the Letters; becauſe this was of neceſſity the rule 
to be followed in the caſe before us. For, accord- 
ing to the general pronunciation of Hebrew words, 
ſome Letters are not ſounded ; and if, upon ſuch 
a plan, the reading had been by whole wordt, very 
numerous would have been the miſtakes. And if 

| a ſyſtem 
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a ſyſtem of pronunciation had been invented, 
which could expreſs diſtinctly every Letter in every 
Word; yet even then reading letter after letter 
was certainly a more ſure method, tho* more flow + 
and more laborious. When the Reader has rumi- 
nated, for a few minutes, on the fatigue of naming 
in a printed copy, and examining in a MS, letter 
after letter, thro' a ſingle chapter containing but 
20 or 30 verſes; he is only requeſted to add to 
the former idea that of the number of verſes in 
the whole Old Teſtament : which amount to 
Twenty Three Thouſand, One Hundred, Eighty Five. 
As to the other article, that of ExacTtwnzess; 
which indeed is of the utmoſt moment in Such an 
Undertaking : that the learned Reader may judge, 
how far this grand point was likely to be ſecured 
by the ſeveral rules formed for this purpoſe, I 
ſhall inſert here a copy of. The Method, which I 
eſtabliſhed at home, and which I ſent to thoſe 
who collated for me in other parts of Europe, 


M r TH 0D" 


VARAIAS LIcTIO NES notandi, et res ſcitu 
neceſſarias deſcribendy a ſingulis Hebraicorum 
Codicum MStorum Veteris Teſtamenti Collato- 

ribus, (a Lx rox ſqlicet atque ScrIPTORE ) 

obſervanda. IN 

OLLATOR quiſque, qui hanc ſuſcipit et 

ornare vult provinciam, ſbi accerſet fidum 

laboris ſocium ; et, ſocio legente codicem impreſ- 
ſum, * inſpiciet codicem MStum, deſcribetque 
a E 2 diſcre- 
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diſcrepantias. Editio impreſſa, que eligitur, eſt 
illa a Van der Hooght edita, Amſtel. 2 tom. 85. 1705. 
Et modus, quo legitur codex hie impreſſus, non eſt, 
ſingula recitando verba, vel (ut aiunt) verbatim, 
ſed (prout res hæc omnino poſtulat ) kteratim, ſeu 
ſingulas recitando literas, 


In codice MSto perlegendo notandæ ſunt om- 
nigenæ, quotquot ſunt, Verborum et Literarum 
(non punctorum vel accehtuum ) a codice impreſſo 
diverſitates: five fint 15. Haditiones; 20. Omiſſianes; 
30. Tranſpoſitiones ; 4. Variationes; 5*, Correttiones ; 
6*. Roſure. ' Hz ſex diverſitatum ſpecies notandæ 
ſunt (non quod harum ſingula ſit per ſe colligenda, 
et ſeorſim a cæteris woe ſed notandz ſunt 


diverſitates promiſcue, atque eo quo inter confe- 
rendum occurrunt ordinel) ſuper chartz paginam 
duas in columnas diviſam ; quarum ſiniſtra conti- 
net verba codicis impreſſi, cum libro Biblico ſupra- 
poſito ; dextera verò continet diverſitates codicis 
MSti, ſuprapoſſto MSti titulo : fequuntur exempla. 


ADDITIONES. 


2 Samuel. MS. Bodleian. Ne. c. 
23, 7 „ - - nn 
— 4&4 :- 99 TW mean VF 

Deuteron. Ms. Se. 
28; 27,28 - MY (8907 , * 737 ab RET? 
" © 190 J 

Pſalm. MS. Se. 


25, 17 tot, comma ( verſus) I bis ſeriptum, vel repetitum. 


Si plurima addantur verba, non repetita, ſed 
diverſa a præcedentibus; ea deſcribantur omnia. 
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OMISSIONE'S. 


49,10 - - - = rw | - - - - - - IG 
Zachar, MS. ge 
14,18 - N * - - - - - vy 
Exel. 5 MS. Sc. 
16, 6 » RM J IN 
n 1752 5 ws | n PIM. 7 N 
Malac. MS. Sc. 
23 15,16 ; a2 n N N 
Mw RW 99 n. 


Si fuerint omiſſa in uno loco verba quamplurima, 
ſc. 20, 30 vel 40; exprimatur verbum primum et 
ultimum ” kong atque ſic fiat notatio : 


MS. &c. 
7 3 in com. 4, 
ad / incluſive in com. 9 [ omiſſa. 

Ubicunque verba, 5 5 ob vetuſtatem, vel ob 
paginam dilaceratam, legi non poſſunt; notandum 
eſt hoc modo: verba a — ad — legi non poſſunt; 
vel verba bæc —, pagind dilaceratd, defunt. ; 


TRANSPOSITIONES. 


Ezek. MS. Se. 
3, „ „„ wwe |- - - SV. vr 
Amos. MS. Se 
8,¶᷑4«46cꝘʒ . W . = odio» 1 im- 
ob. MS. Se. 
38,4 .- - -- WWE - - ==: » 1) 
Num. : MS. Ge. OY | 
23, 1 p52 5x yh nm f - - yi ph wow 
Job. MMS. Se. 
21; 8 et 9 commata - +» | tranſpoſita. 


Si Scriptor, in deſeribenda variatione aliqua, hoc 
erret modo — verbum impreſſum in columna 
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dexteri, et MStum in column ſiniſtrà, perperam 


ſcribendo ; errorem citiùs corriget et meliùs, non 
verba delendo, ſed lineam hujuſmodi formando : 


VARIA 

2 Sam 
$218 -->- - Wn - - - -. - - 
—_ 3 - -- COWS - - - -. - - 

. 

50, 338383 - - POMyY - - - - - 

Exel. 
13; 11,12 - MM hf ff - - - - - MN : 

1 Sam. ; MS. Se. FA 
20,2 - - - ey Fo - -'- - :- ow 5 


Ubicunque initium verbi ſcribitur in fine lineæ, 
et aliter ſcribitur initium ejuſdem verbi in linea 


ſequenti; notandum, hoc modo: 
MS. Se. 


1 Chron. | 
59,6 - - - mpxD — — 055 
Hic quoque obſckvare ſlicet rem momenti haud 


levis, et a Collatoggbus|( præcipuè a Lectore ) 
perpetuò curandam : ſi |bis, vel ter, vel quater, 
occurrat in eodem commate verbum aliquod de- 
ſcribendum ; ſeduld notandum, an ſit verbum id, 
quod 15, vel 2*, vel 35 vel 4*, occurrit; hoc modo: 


Pſal. 
39, 6 8 - 90 509 55 
Lai. 


52,9 - 2. r 
Jud 


I, 27 * 35. rA 
5 

40, 21 1%. 3%. 1. — hn 
end cn tm 2*, — N ö 
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CORRECTIONES. 
Tſai. MS, Sc. 


30, 4 — - | AL primd (a prima manu) = 
MS. Sc. 


F K I primò ; 

Si verba vel literæ in|MSto ita corrigantur, ut 
prima ſcriptio clara adhuf fit et certa; notandum 
eſt — primd fc. Si non certum fit, ſed tanthm 
probabile, quid primò ſcriptum fuit ; notandum 
eſt, quod talis litera Bc vel illa fuiſſe videtur; 
vel deſcribendum per particulam fortaſs? : ut, 2 
fortaſse primd 3 — 7 fortaſse n fortaſsè d vel 
5 — 1 fortaſse + — n fortaſse 3 &c. 


R E. 


rn 2 literis eraſis. 
MS. Se. 
| 3) — 3 lit. eraſis. 


ſcripta ſupra raſuram, 
MS. Se. 

MMS. Se. 

3 vel 4 literæ, primò inter hæe 

verba ſcriptæ, e media lines 

nunc ſunt ſcalpell- exciſz. 
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Si ſint ſupra rafuram pauca verba vel literæ, 
uſitate magnitudinis et diſtantiæ; notandum eſt, 
quæ ſint hæc verba vel literz : et ſi dentur ſupra 
raſuram verba in uno quamplurima ; ita no- 
tentur: 


MS. Sc. 


hæc 41 verba ſunt ſupra 
raſuram. 


| Levit. 
8 a "MM 1. in com. 7, ad 
De 29. incluſive in com. g. 
Nota etiam adhibenda eſt, ubi ſupra raſuram 
verba vel literæ inuſitatè conſtipantur; ibi etenim 
| ſcripta fuerunt primò pauciora verba vel literæ, 
quam nunc ſcribuntur. Et notandum denique, ubi 
| ſupra raſuram verba vel literæ a ſe invicem inuſi- 
tate diſtant ; ibi etenim ſcripta fuerunt primd plura 
verba vel literz, quam nunc ſcribuntur. 


ALIA QUADAM IN 
CODICIBUS HEBRAIFIS V. T. CONFERE NDIS 


085 pv. 


+ literis a 22 recitandis, fiat pauſula 
queen poſt quodque verbum, vel ſaltem vocis 
variatio in ultima verbi literà pronunciandi ; ut 
ſciat Scriptor, an ex tot literis conſtet verbum in 
MSto, quot habet codex impreſſus z an non: e. g. 
an nmwx (Deut. 33.2) vel raum (Cant. 8, 6) 
vel Nya &c : (plurimis in locis) ſcriptum fit 
quaſi verbum unum, vel duo. 


2. Lector cautè notum faciat, W ſibi 
occurrit * n quæ ſit We vel minuſ⸗ 
cula, 


cula, ſuſpenſa vel inverſa &c: ut caveat Scriptor, 
de hiſce rectè admonitus. Caveat denique Lector, 
quando monet Scriptorem ad quod comma perti- 
net hoc vel illud verbum, ne erret hac de cauſa, 
quod datur aliquando triplex, ſæpius duplex, com- 
matum numerus in margine ejuſdem lineæ: ex. gr. 
figure, quæ indicant mata 1, 2, 3, ſunt in 
margine ejuſdem lineæ, ad 1 Chron. 1, 1. Et quum 
in ſingulis capitibus editionis impreſſæ commata 
6,10, 13, 20, 25, 30, &c. numerantur, non figuris 
arithmeticis (ut cætera commata) ſed literis He- 
bræis alphabeticis; eo major erit LeForis cura in 
numeris horum commatum aſſignandis, quo faci- 
lids errare poteſt ob conjunctionem literarum in 
margine cum figuris. | 

3. Si verba ullibi, evanida pre ætate, atramen- 
tum de novo acceperint; cautiſſimè diſquirendum 
eſt Scriptori, in verbis ſaltem majoris momenti, et 
in literis ſimilibus, an non ſecunda manus intulit 
lectiones a primis diverſas. Quod i fiat; notanda 
eſt prima lectio, ubicunque ab impreſſi codicis lec- 
tione differt. Addere licet: quòd Collator literas 
fere deletas, et minimos literarum apices, capięt 


nata, utatur. | 

4. Notandz ſunt, fi modo oceuirrant in MSto 
inſignes diſcrepantiz, qubad totos Libros : ex. gr. 
ki tres libri Poetici (Pſalm. Job. et Proverb.) ſeripti 
ſint more Poetico, in Hemiſtichiis; adeo ut dex- 
tera columna ſeriatim habeat primas commatum 
partes, ſiniſtra columna ultimas. 3 
R | F g. Notandz 


melids et diſcernet; fi vitro microſcopico, pro re 
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5. Notandæ ſunt inſignes diſcrepantiæ, quoad 
Capitum vel Pſalmorum 7nitia : ex. gr. fi Eſalmus 
43 (-»waw &c.) non quaſi Pſalmus novus exordia- 
tur, ſed ſequatur quaſi pars P/almi 42; abſque 
ſpatio vacuo, vel literis ſolito majoribus. | 

6. Notandz ſunt voces, quæ ( c#tefis punctatis) 
manent non punctatæ; et voces, quæ duo puntta 
habent ſuperne poſita: nec non et voces imperfee, 
vel vocum partes, quæ verarum lectionum ſæpe 
ſunt veſtigia: notandum quoque ſpatium aliquod 
inſigne, quod in medio verſuum alicubi invenitur. 


7. Notandæ inſuper variæ lectiones, quæ in 

. margine MSti occurrunt ; fi modo non ſint eædem, 
quæ nomine Keri jam ſunt ſatis notæ: fi ſint Key: 
vulgatz, poſſunt negligi. In vocibus, quæ habent 

Keri in margine, caute videndum an non literæ in 
textu ſunt mutatæ; et an non ipſum Keri fuit in 
textu a prima manu. 


8 8. Bene aget Scriptor, ſi, inter codicem aliquem 
conferendum, initia capitum, et commata 10”, 
20”, 30. &c, penicillo in margine notaverit: nam, 
hoc facto, facillimè invenientur loci, ad quos re- 
currendum erit Collatoribus, quum ad examen re- 
vocanda vel tranſcribenda fuerit MSti collatio. 


9. In omni MSto conferendo, notandum gugs 

« habeat partes Veteris Teſtamenti, et qualis ſit erde 
librorum — Si codex habeat punfa ; et ſi puncta 

þ videantur literis cozva — Si habeat, inter libros 
Pentateuchi, ſpatium 3 vel 4 linearum, vel amplius 

ſpatium — Si habeat Aran, in ſumma et ima 


* | pagina, 
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pagina, et in margine; an non — Si voces libro- 
rum initiales ſint majores et ornatæ, vel ſimplices 
et cæteris literis magnitudine prorſus æquales — 
Notandum præcipuè, fi alicubi detur tempus ſive 
annus, quo ſcriptus fuit codex MStus ; que zra 
ſæpius occurrit in fine codicis, aliquando tamen 
huic vel illi libro in medio codicis ſubnexa eſt: et 
in verbis, quæ æram hanc exprimunt, deſcriben- 
dis, accuratè obſervandum, an non inter literas 
numerales a ſecunda quadam manu inducta fuit 
mutatio. Si vero nullibi occurrat, in codice ſcrip- 


tus, ætatis ſuæ annus; eruditus tamen Collator 


notabit, quòd codex valde antiguus, vel non valde 
antiquus, eſſe videatur ; et quòd ſæculo decimo, 


undecimo, duodecimo, decimo tertio, vel decimo quarto 


&c : haud immeritd fit adſcribendus. 


Liceat denique exoptare, atque ſpem fovere, 
quod Viri Eruditi, qui in variis Europe partibus 
Collationi huic operam vel dant, vel ſunt daturi, 
ſacrum Opus ſuum, non modd cura ſumma, ſed et 
fide religioſiſſimà proſequentur ; ſemper memores 
hujus apud Rabbinos celeberrime ſententie : 


| 
mx re Wide a pu 


: Da ph Bom Ban Re 


'NON EST IN LEGE VEL UNA LITERA, 


A QUA NON PENDENT, MAGNI MONTES. 


(-4 ) r 


Accounr ITI. 


At the End of the Year 1762. 


HIS Work &c. The Introduction to the 
1 Account, for this Year, is not given here ; 
becauſe it is nearly the ſame, as for the laſt Year : 


fee pages 24 and 25. 


As to the Hebrew MSS in our own Country: 
the Account, printed at the end of the year 1761, 
ſpecified Nine, which had not been before publicly 
taken notice of ; and, by the addition of theſe to 
ſuch as were before known, the whole number 
preſerved in Great Britain and Ireland amounted to 
One Hundred and Nineteen, This ample and ſacred 
Treaſure, imported from various parts of the'world, 
has lately been encreaſed by the arrival of another 
Hebrew MS, purchaſed at Conſtantinople a MS, 
which was ( with great difficulty ) procured by 
James. Pox TER Efqr, His Majeſty's late Ambaſ- 
ſador. And as His Excellency has been pleaſed, 
in the moſt obliging manner, to make me a Preſent 
of it; I think myſelf happy in this public oppor- 
tunity of expreſſing my thanks for ſo great a favour. 
The whole number of theſe MSS is now become 
One Hundred and Twenty One, by the notice lately - 

received 
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received of a MS Bible, in the hands of Mr Chal- 
mers, of Auld-bar in Scotland; who * its 
ſome years ſince, from Gibraltar. 


During the firſt two years of this Work, the 
Collation (in England) was confined'to the He- 
brew MSS in OxForD; in which Univerſity are 
preſerved the greateſt number, and ſome very 
antient and valuable. But the laſt year, which 
was the Third, was almoſt entirely employed in 
collating the Hebrew MSS preſerved in CA M- 
BRIDGE; and theſe, tho' making Nine large 
volumes, have been completely collated within 
the year. And here I beg leave to expreſs my 
grateful acknowledgments to that Illuſtrious Uni- 
verſity, for the ſignal honour done me, in granting 
leave (by an unanimous Vote of their Senate) that 
I ſhould take their MSS with me to Oxford : a 
favour, which has greatly contributed to the con- 
venience, and ſtill more to the expedition, with 
which they have been all collated. And yet, large 
as this ſhare of the Work is; there were alſo col- 
lated in the laſt year Two Folio MSS,. obligingly 
ſent me from Rotterdam by the learned Mr Pen- 
fonary MEERMAN. 


To the preceding MSS muſt be added, as col- 
lated likewiſe in the laſt year, all ſuch as have been 
collated, on this occaſion, in foreign Countries, 
For, whilſt diligent attention has been employed 
on this Work at home, and Fjve or Six Aſſiſtants 
have been engaged in it, for the ſake of greater 


expe - 
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expedition; endeavours have been uſed to procure 
aſſiſtance from abroad: and indeed theſe endea- 
vours have been attended with ſuch ſucceſs, as 
cannot perhaps be paralleled on any other literary 
dccaſion. Great Zeal has been ſhewn in favour of 
it, in many countries very diſtant from England, 
and from one another; and by Learned Men of 
very different perſuaſions in Religion ; who have 
united in their opinions of the tendency of this 
Work to promote (the common cauſe ) the Honour 
of Revelation : and who have been very obliging 
by the Aſſiſtance already granted, and by the kind 
offers of farther Services. 


And here, as the many and great Patrons of this 
Work have a right to be fully acquainted with the 
Favour ſhewn to it abroad ; and as a few, who 
may not be kindly affected towards it, might other- 
wiſe fuggeſt their doubts of the extraordinary Ap- 
probation of it amongſt Learned Foreigners ; I 
hope to conſult the ſatisfaction of the former, by 
inferting the two following articles. The frf is a 
copy of the Certificate, which was voluntarily ſent 
me from Rome by (my late honoured Patron 
there) Cardinal Pass lo EI, ſigned and ſealed 
by his Eminence Himſelf: a Certificate, which is 
to be conſidered as. coming, not from a private 
perſon, but from One acting in ſo high and public 
a character, as that of Cardinal Librarian to the 
Roman Church. The ſecond is a copy of the Extract 
from the Public Regiſter of the Univerſity of 

| GENEVA; 
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GENEVA] which copy was moſt obligingly pro- 
cured, and ſent to England, by The Right Honour- 
able Lord MoynT- STUART. : 


| The Certificate from Ro M E. 

L' Entrepriſe d une nouvelle Edition de Ia Bible, gui 
doit ſe faire & Oxford ſur tous les Manuſcrits He- 
braiques, qui peuvent ſe trouver dans les plus tiltbres 
Bibliotiques, a trouvte ici autant d approbateurt, que de 
perſonnes qui en ont entendũ parler. Et pour favoriſer 
les Auteurs d'un fi important Ouvrage, j'ai permis aves 
Plaiſir la Collation des anciens Manuſcrits Hebraiques, 
qui ſe trouvent dans la Bibliotique Vaticane; et je Pai 
accordee en qualits de Bibliotiguaire de la Ste, Egliſe Ro- 
maine. A Rome; ce ſeize May, mil ſept cent ſoixanie 
un. D. Card. PAss ox EI, 

| Bibliot. de la S. E. R. 


The Certificate from GENEVA. 


Extrait des Regitres de la Vintrable Compagnie des 
Paſteurs et des Profeſſeurs de] Egliſe de Geneve. 


Du Vendredi, 4. Decembre, 1761. 
Monſr. le Redteur et Meſſis. les Bibliothicaires ont 
raporte, qu on leur a fait part d'un Projet forms en 
Angleterre, pour la Collation des Manuſcrits Hebreux dg 
Ancien Teſtament, & qu on leur à demand la comma 
nication de ceux que nous pourions avoir dans notre Bib- 
liothẽgue; qu'il paroit par un Imprim Latin, que le 
principal extcuteur de ce Projet eff Monſr. Benjamin 
Kennicott Maitre es Arts a Oxford; Projet, par Þ ex- 
eration dt quel on ſe propoſe d eclaircir à bien des 
Cards 


* 
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garde le Texte Sacri, et d en aplanir les difficultez ;, que 
pouriparvenir à ce but I Aurbeur avoit deja pris des 
meſures our puiſer dans les principales Bibliotbigues de 
Europe, et qu'il avoit des aſſurances qu elles lui ſervient 
ouvertes. Sur quoi opint, la V. Compagnie a reconnu una- 
nimement toute Putilitt, qui peut reſulter de Pextcution 
de ce Projet, et combien il importe de faire par raport 
aux Livres de I' Ancien Teſtament ce qu'on a deja fait 
avec ſucceꝝ d Pegard de ceux du Nouveau. Elle wa pu 
qu aplaudir aux louables intentions du I Autheur, et de 
ceux qui & intereſſent a la perfection d un Ouvrage, dont 
on a lieu deſperer de grands avantages pour une plus 
parfaite intelligence des Livres Sacrez, et par cela 
mime pour la Religion; et elle eſt perſuadee que cette 
Emrepriſe, qui fait beaucoup d honneur au zee de ſon 
Autheur, ſera gentralement aprouvee. En conſequence | 
Meſf-. les Bibliotbicaires ont ett chargez de communiquer 
ce qu'il pouroit y avoir dans notre Bibliotheque de relatif 
à cet objeft. Du Vendredi, xi. Decembre, 1761. 

Monſß. le Recteur a demand? la permſion de com- 
muniquer Copie de le Deliberation ci - deſſus d Milard 
Mount Stuart, qui l'a defire. Accord. | 
mA | | Bvu1$s$0N, Secretaire. 


In the laſt Annual Account of this Work, no- 
tice was given, that the Collation of the Hebrew 
MSS, agreed for at the Vatican at the expence of - 
200 £, was then finiſhed. The Box, containing 
this Collation, arrived ſafe about the middle of laſt 
year; and was delivered into my hand, without 
the leaſt expence for carriage : which I mention, 
* | in 
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in grateful remembrance of the generoſity of My 
Paul Gauss EN, Banker at Geneva. The care; 
with which this Collation ſeems to have been exe- 
cured by Profeſſor Conſtanzi, has encouraged me 
to ſend a Commiſſion for ſeveral other MSS; the 
Collation of which will amount to neatly the Fs 

large Sum with the former. 


There can be no doubt, but the Profeſſor will 
readily be admitted to this ſecond Work; in con- 
ſequence of the very honourable Patronage granted 
me by His Eminence Cardinal Sp IN ELI I, Dean 
and Superior of the College of Cardinals : to whom I 
am ſignally obliged, for His application to the 
NunT10 at Madrid, and alſo to the Miniſter from 
His CaTroric MajzsTyY at Rome, in order 
to procure catalogues of the Hebrew MSS, pre- 
ſerved in the Eſcurial and other public Libraries in 
Spain. It is alſo gratefully acknowledged, that 
the preſent Cardinal Librarian, His Eminence 
Cardinal ALBANn1, has condeſcended to affure 
me by Letter, that the Work ſhall receive from 
Him all the Encouragement in his power: His 
Eminence has been alſo pleaſed to ſend me a cata- 
logue of all the MSS of the Bible, in the Pontifical 
Univerſity of BoLoona. The Work has the 
honour likewiſe to be favoured by His Eminence 
Cardinal ToxzEGIANI, the Cardinal Secretary 
of State; who has very graciouſly offered His Aſ- 
ſiſtance, cre it may be wanted. And laſtly : 
the two very learged Vatican Librarians, Monſign 

OG AS$8-» 
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AssZUAR L, who were fo obliging as to examine | 
the laſt Collation, and ſend 4 Certificate ( Ggned 
with both their Names) as to its authenticity and 
exatineſs, will be pleaſed to accommodate the Col- 
lators as benevolently as they did before. 


Notice was likewiſe given, that H1s Ma 12 81 
Taz King or SARDINIA had moſt graciouſly 
appointed Two Profeſſors, who were to collate 
( for the benefit of this Work ) the valuable Heb. 
MSS preſerved in the Royal Library at Tv RI N. 

An excellent ſpecimen of this Collation 1 received, 
laſt September, from Profeſſor Pafini 3 together 
with a moſt obliging Letter. And I have juſt been 
favoured with a ſecond Letter - which gives an 
account, that the. Profeſſors have proceeded j in this 
Work ſo diligently, that they a are now examining 
the Sixth of theſe Royal MSS. 


* we F LOR 2 1 CE, Signior Bartol and. I Padre 
Berretia Vallombroſans, having finiſhed the Mss a at 
firſt agreed for there; I, have ſent a ſecond Com- 
miſſion, for collating. other MSS ; in the ſame Im- 
perial Library. The Various Readings c of the firſt 
Collation are expected daily ; as they were deli- 
vered, laſt November, to the care of a Friend by 
His Excellency Sir HokAT 10 Maxx, His Ma- 
Jeſty's Reſident there: to whoſe Goodneſs, I am 
under many and great obligations it muſt alſo be 
obſerved, that this Work was. recommended by 
Sir Horatio Mann to His Excellency Count F1 72 


MAN, Governor of the Milaneſe ; and. that 
— learned 
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learned Henrico A Porta, the Imperial Hebrew 
Profeſſor at Pavia, who was commiſfioned by Count 
Firmian, has drawn up an account'of the Hebrew 
MSS in the Ambrofian Libtaty at M's Aw, and of 
every other MS in "that "Dutchy, which may be of 
any ſervice: and that the papers, containing theſe 
particulars, having been ſent ſome time ſince by 
Sir Horatio, Mann, are 7 day erpected. . 


From Geneva I * been favoured, by Profeſſor 
Vernet, with an account of two valuable Hebrew 
MSS in the Library at Z uf n. Profeſſor Bres- 
tinger, who drew up that account, has made an 
offer of collating them; which offer I have readily 
accepted, on the ſame proportion of be as 
at other places. 


'T he Collation, whacli was ſajd | in the laſt Ac- 
count, to have been begun at Hauzundn, has 
been carried on with diligence by Profeſſor Reima- 
Ts; from whom I have received two parcels of 
the Various Readings, which he has collected: 
and this very worthy Profeſſor is now engaged in 
proſecuting t the remainder of the Collation, en 
is to be made i in that city. 


| — De tali tantoque Gai laborioſiſimo utique ac ſump- 
n ad exitum perducendo, tractantes Anglia Proceres, et 
Literati, laudem profecto eximiam promerentur : | plurimumque 
tommendandi etiam ſunt quotquot, ut idem perficiatur, amicam 

manum et opem adjungunt. —— 
Prof. A Porta, to Count Firmigns . 18. watts. 
2G. $4 
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From Magdeburgh I have been informed by my 
valuable Friend Mr Sack, firſt Chaplain to His 
MajzsTY TRI KINO or PRxuss 14, that an 
examination of ſome of the BERLIN MSS has 
been undertaken by Profeſſor Schultz, and Mr Hei- 
nius ſon of the celebrated Rector of the Royal 
Gymnaſium z and that Profeſſor Mur/inna is colla- 
ting one MS, called the Codex Seidelianus. I am 
alſo highly obliged to Mr Sack, for procuring me 
the uſe of a large parcel of MS Papers, containing 
Various Readings and Remarks on the Hebrew 
Text, drawn up by the late Dr Jablonſti; __ 
name e the value of his Papers. 


As to "AP 1s: Iam informed by my aden 
Friend and Aſſiſtant Monſt. L' Abbe LADVO Ar, 
that there are about Thirty Biblical Hebrew MSS 
in the Library of the Sorbonne, of which he is 
Hebrew Profeſſor and Librarian. This juſtly-cele- 
brated Profeſſor has already collated ſeveral of theſe 
MSS, and propoſes to collate ſeveral others, for 
the advantage of this Work. In the Royal Library, 
at Paris, are preſerved near Forty Hebrew MSS; 
ſome of which are very valuable. And here I 
gratefully acknowledge my great obligation to His 
Excellency The Duke De NiveERNOIS ; who, as 
He 1s a celebrated Patron of Literature, has been 
pleaſed to apply to The Count de St. Flo RENTIx, 
Secretary to H1s MosT CHRISTIAN MajesTy, 
in favour of this Work, with regard to theſe Royal 
MSS; 
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MSS : a circumſtance, which I have the honour 
to mention, by His Excellency's permiſſion. 


To theſe various particulars it may be added, 
that enquiries have been made, and are ſtill making, 
after Hebrew MSS, in other parts of Europe, and 
alſo in other parts of the World; in order to give 
to this Work as great a degree of perfection, as 
the nature of the Subſcription ſhall admit. For, 
large as the Subſcription 1s, it will by no means 
be thought ſo large, as to employ Learned Men, 
in all parts, to collate all the MSS that are worth 
collating. In proportion to the encouragement 
will be the completeneſs of the Work; more or 
leſs perfect, as more or fewer Various Readings 
ſhall be collected from antient MSS; and a greater 
or leſs number of theſe MSS will be conſulted 
abroad, as there ſhall be more or fewer Subſcribers 
to the Work. I ſhall only add here, that no Per- 
ſon, who pleaſes to ſubſcribe, is at all obliged to 
continue his Subſcription z but he may withdraw 
his favour, as he grants it, at his pleaſure. 


Laſtly : the Patrons of this Work may be aſſured, 
that, extenſive and laborious as it is, it will cer- 
tainly be carried on with all the expedition poſſible, 
And, as Thoſe, who have a right to enquire, may 
be naturally deſirous of knowing, WAE N this 
Work «vill be completed; I think it my duty to ac- 
quaiat them —— that, tho' it be impoſſible, as 
yet, to fix this period with any certainty, yet (if 

| it 
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it hall pleaſe Go p to continue m preſent Health) 
the Collations in England will probably be finiſhed 
in Seven years from the preſent time — and that, 
arhen tbe MSS at home are collated (without wait- 
ang «for any farther aſſiſtance from abroad.) the 
great Work will be then begun of preparing the 
hole for the Preſs; collecting from the many 
:Feparate parcels the Various. Readings relative to 
each Chapter and Verſe ; referring, in every quo- 
tation of each:MS, to that MS, by its proper 
number; and prefixing to the whole ſuch Pralego- 
mea, as may explain the nature of the Work, 
deſcribe the MSS made uſe of, and record with 
gratitude the Names of All. Thoſe, who have pa- 


tronized the preſent Undertaking. 


' OxFORD; January 15, 1763. 


The CERTIFICATE 
from 


De Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew © 
| nearly the ſame as before: 
ſee page 33- 


£4. .4 
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At the End of the Year 1963. 


HE Introductory Acknowledgmtit , with the 

Remarks oh the Expediency of this Work, 
being nearly the ſame as before in pages 24 and 25, 
are not here repeated, 


LT. As be 


As to the Hebrew MSS, belonging to our own 
Country ; their number was, in the laſt annual 
account, One Hundred and Twenty One. To theſe I 
am now to add a compleat MS of the Old Teſta- 
ment, written in Syria 657 years ſince; which has 
been kindly purchaſed for me, by the Rev. Mr 
Mordaunt, Chaplain to the late Earl of Nor- 
THAMPTON, His Majeſty's Ambaffador, at V. 
nice, This, with two Bodleian MISS not before 
mentioned, (one containing the Penfateuch and 
the other the book of Job) make the number of 
Biblical Hebrew MSS, at preſent known in Great 
Britain and Ireland, One Hundred and Twenty Four. 
Of theſe there have been how collated Thirty Foe. 
And the original Collations of Eighreen, having 
been fairly tranſcribed, are depoſited in the Bu. 
leian Library; agreeably to the method preſcribed 
by the Delegates of the Preſs, in their Order for 


a Subſcriprion' to this Work. n ao 
Amongſt 
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Amongſt other MSS, collated in this year, are 
Six, which belong to The Britiſh Muſeum, And 
here, the moſt grateful acknowledgments are made 
of the ſignal Honour done to this Work, and the 
undertaker of it, by the TRUST EES of that 
Muſeum. For at their general Meeting in February 
laſt, They were pleaſed to order, in conſequence of 
a Petition from me, moſt obligingly preſented by 
His Grace the Lord Arch-Biſhop of Cax TER BZUuRx 
that all their Hebrew MSS ſhould be taken with 
me to Oxford, and collated there. And, out of their 
26 MSS, 6 were accordingly delivered to me ſoon 
after; which will be returned, with care and fide- 
lity, within the year. 


One of theſe 6 MSS was the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, given by Arch-Biſhop Uſher to Sir Robert 
Cotton; a copy, which is exceedingly valuable, 
being almoſt the only compleat one in Europe, 
uniformly written by the ſame hand : and it is 
above 400 years old. This, and a Bodleian MS. of 
the ſame kind, have been collated with the Sama- 
.ritan Text in the London Polyglott: and from 
this collation jt appears, that the Samaritan Text 
in tbat Polyglott (in other reſpects worthy of great 
commendation ) is yery inaccurately printed; but 
that theſe 2 MSS will correct many of the Errors 
there found, and likewiſe ſeveral Errors found in 
the Paris Polyglott. And this is a point too im- 
portant to be paſſed over, without particular atten- 
tion, in juſtice to the Samaritan Pentateuch itſelf : 

for 


I 2A 17563. &7 
for it can be no wonder, that ſome very learned 
Men have judged it to be very erroneous; when 
that printed copy, on which ſuch judgment has 
been (at leaſt in England) generally formed, is 
found to be printed ſo incorrectly. But then, thoſe 
MSS are deſervedly to be held precious; which 
will greatly correct the printed Text of that Pen- 
tateuch, without the aſſiſtance of which the Hebrew 
Pentateuch (it is preſumed ) will never be reſtored 
to its original purity. In favour of this Pentateuch 
may be here added the remarkable teſtimony of 
Dr CupworT#, that Ornament to Learning and 
to our Country; who (in a treatiſe entitled The 
Union of Chriſt and the Church, tranſlated by Mo- 
ſheim ) commenting on a Text, which is expreſſed 
in the printed Hebrew differently from the quota- 
tions of it in the New Teſtamept, obſerves thus: 
But laſtly, that which is moſt of all confiderable; alibs 
theſe Hebrew copies, which now we have, received 
from the Jews, read it otherwiſe ; yet that incompara 
ble antiquity of the SamariTan Pentateuch, which 
ſeems to be TRUER IN MANY PLACES than our 
copies are, hath it as it is four ſeveral times quoted 
in the New Teſtament. To this authority may be 
added that of Sir Isgaac NewrTon ; which is very 
favourable to a Collation of the Hebrew MSS, by 
aſſerting the corrupt ſtate of the Text as printed: 
for I have lately ſeen, in that Great Man's hand- 
writing, ſeveral Corrections of the printed Hebrew; 
ſome of which exactly coincide with the Cee ü 
made by the learned Father Houligant. 

H 


With 
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With theſe dir MSS, from the Britiſh Muſeum, 
have been collated in this year Four, belonging to 
the Bodleian; Two, lent from the library of the 
Dean and Chapter of Weſtminſter; One, very ele- 
gant and containing the whole Bible, ſent me by 
the Univerſity of Aberdeen; Two, from Trinity 
College, Dublin, which were obligingly brought 
and delivered to me by the Provoſt himſelf ; and 
One, belonging ta the Reverend Hieronymus de 
Milben, very kindly tranſmitted from Lekkerkirk 
near Rotterdam. For the uſe of all which-MSS, I 
here expreſs my thanks, in the warmeſt and moſt 
grateful manner. In theſe 16, MSS have been found 
a great number of Various Readings, and ſeveral 
of conſiderable conſequence ; particularly, in the 
magnificent MS ſent from Lekkerkirk, And inthe 
Text of this MS 1s found the very word (ſignifying 
ALL) in Deuteron. 2/7, 26 (printed in the Samaritay 
Text) which makes ſo material a part of St Paul's 
quotation ( Galat. 3, 10) and is ſo neceſſary to the 
Apoſtle's argument, that our Engliſh Tranſlators 
have thought themſelves obliged to inſert it, tho? 
it is not in the printed Hebrew, To this Liſt of 
MSS, ſome lent to me at home, and others ſent to 
me from abroad, 1s to be added a very antient MS 
of the Hebrew Pentateuch, belonging to the learned 
Profeſſor Schultens at Leyden; which he has kindly 
promiſed to ſend me: and the Profeſſor has alſo 
employed perſons, who are collating, under his 
own inſpection ( for the benefit of this Work )-the 
MS of the Samaritan. Pentateuch in the hbraty ac 


Leyden, 
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2 robe: it 19 r — the Par RONS | of 
this Work ſhould be informed ; that, to the MSS 
already enumerated, as collated during this year in 
England, muſt be added many MSS collated in 
other Countries. For whilſt diligent attention has 

been employed at home, all the endeavours poſſible 
have been uſed to procure aſſiſtance from abroad; 
and indeed theſe endeavours have been attended 
with ſuch ſucceſs, as cannot perhaps be paralleled 
on any other literary occaſion. Great Zeal has been 
ſhewn in favour of it, in many countries very diſ- 
tant from England, and from one another; and by 
Learned Men of very different perſuaſions in Re- 
ligion; who have united in their opinions of the 
tendency of this Work to promote (the common 
cauſe) The Honour of Revelation: and who have 
been very obliging by the Aſſiſtance already grant- 
ed, and by the kind offers of farther Services. 


The Honourable Certificates from | 
RO ME and GENEVA, 
originally repeated in this 2 ear's Account, 
ag re here omitted, 
not being here again alin 
| Ser Pages 47, 48. 
dis * that the ſeveral Collations, ki 
abroad, may be carried on upon the ſame plan, and 
with the fame attention to all the neceſſary circum- 
H 2 ſtances, 
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ſtances, which are obſerved at home; a large Sheet, 
deſcribing the whole Method, has lately been 
printed, and is ſent to the Foreign Collators. Too 


Pages 35 — 48. | 3 


* Ro , E: the great loſs, ſuſtained by as 
deaths of their Eminences the Cardinals Pas$s10- 
1 EI and SPINELL1, is made up by the Patronage 
of their Eminences the Cardinals AL BAN I and 
TozREGIAN1: the latter, The Cardinal Secretary 
of State; the former, The Cardinal Librarian | 
and from Him I have had the Honour of being 
aſſured (in a moſt obliging Letter ſent me laſt Ja- 
nuary) that every Vatican MS, which I bad mentioned, 
ſhould be at the ſervice of this Work. With my 
grateful acknowledgments to their Eminences, I 
muſt expreſs my thanks to the worthy Prelate 
Monfgr. Maxerosc E, Secretary to the College 
De Propaganda Fide, for his countenance of this 
Work, and his many ſervices to the Collator Pro- 
feſſor Conftanz: : and alſo to the Reverend Fathers 
Xavier Vaſquez and Auguſtino Giorgi, of the Auguſ- 
timan Convent; to the College of the Maronites; 
and to Sig. Abbate Ballarini, librarian to Prince 
Barbarini : who have readily granted the uſe of 
their MSS,on this occaſion. The 2d Commiſſion, 
which J ſent to Rome, was for the Collation of 
Seventeen MSS; Twelve in the Vatican, and Five in 
- the other libraries before-mentioned : and the Pro- 
feſſor, who has already collated ſome of theſe MS, 
las ſent me the following notice In codicitus 
Ge | mos 
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mom laudatis, plures atque eas quidem magni monenti 
variantes lectiones me inveniſſe lætaberis; et, quod tibi 
gratiſimum fore confido, in codice bibliothece Angelica 
ea Danielis et Eſaræ capita, que Chaldaice tantum 
ſcripta vulgo reperiuntur, tum Chaldaice tum etiam 
Ebraice ſcripta deprebendi. I cannot conclude this 
article, without expreſſing the very grateful ſenſe, 
which I have, of the many and great Obligations 
conferred upon me by Daniel Creſpin Et. my kind 
Correſpondent at Rome. 


In SpAITINH: a catalogue of the MSS of the 
Hebrew Bible, in the Eſcurial, was procured by 
the NuwnT10 at Madrid, ſollicited by Cardinal 
Spinelli; and was ſent me, a little before his Emi- 
nence's death. He had condeſcended to inform 
me, that he had earneſtly requeſted his Friend the 
Nuntio to procure catalogues of the Hebrew MSS, 
quotquot vel in Regiis vel in publicis Hiſpaniarum bib- 
liothecis aſſervantur: and, as the Eſcurial catalogue 
was accompanied with a promiſe, that catalogues 
of the MSS in the other public libraries of Spain 
ſhould ſoon after be ſent likewiſe ; I ſhall ſtill hope 
to be favoured with ſuch other catalogues. I am 
alſo highly obliged to the learned and reverend 
Frxancisco Pertz Bayer, Canon and Trea- 
ſurer of the great Church at Toledo ; who has fa- 
youred me with a very kind Letter, and an account 
of the ſeveral valuable Hebrew MSS in his own 
library : together with exact ſpecimens of the cha- 
racer, in which each MS is written: : which ſpeci- 
"Y mens 
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mens are exceedingly elegant and curious. The 
oldeſt of his MSS was written in 1144. | 


Whether any of the MSS in Spain can be col- 
lated there; or whether the Favour will be granted 
of ſending a few of them at a time to England (as 
hath been done from Holland &c:) is not yet cer- 
tain. But conſidering — that His Majeſty THE 
KinG or Sralx has ſhewn himſelf a Patron of 
Learning, in ſeveral inſtances — that I have been 
honoured with aſſurances of the intention of His 
Excellency the Earl of Rocarorp, His Majeſty's 
Ambaſſador, to apply to che Court of Spain upon 
this occaſion — and that application will be like- 
wiſe made there, in favour of this Work, by Gene- 
ral CRAUFURD, to whom I am already under 
great obligations —there is reaſon to hope for very 
conſiderable aſſiſtance from that Country. And it 
is particularly to be wiſhed, that aſſiſtance may be 
derived from that Country; which was fo remark- 
ably inhabited by Jets, but a few centuries ago. 


At Tux Ii: the Hebrew Profeſſors, whom His 
Majeſty 1H KING or SARDINIA was pleaſed to 
appdnt to collate the Royal MSS, having finiſhed 
the examination of Six ( which were thought the 
moſt valuable ) and having fairly tranſcribed their 
Collations, will ſoon deliver them to the Britiſh 
Reſident there, L. DuTzxs Eſq; from whom I 
have juſt been favoured with an obliging Letter, 
aſſuring me of his readineſs to tranſmit them care. 


fully to England. 


At 


At FLorRENCE : a ſecond Collation is carrying 
on by I Padre Berretta Vallombroſano & Signior 
Bartoli , which conſiſts of Six MSS : the former 
Collation, which was of Four, was finiſhed, and 
very elegantly tranſcribed, laſt year; and it was 
carefully ſent by His Majeſty's Reſident there, his 
Excellency Sir HoR AT IO MANN; whoſe Name 
1 cannot mention, without expreſſing my warmeſt 
thanks for His Patronage of this Work, ſhewn 
upon all occaſions : particularly, for recommend- 
ing this Undertaking to his Excellency Count Fig- 
MIAN, Governor of the Milaneſe — for applying 
to Him for a catalogue of the Hebrew MSS in the 
Ambrofian library at Mil Ax — for obtaining leave 
to have them collated — and procuring the learned 
Henrico A4 Porta to undertake the Collatian/'of 
them. By this Profeſſor an excellent account of 
theſe MSS was drawn up, at the deſire of Count 
Firmian, and by Him ſent to Sir Horatio Mann 
at whoſe requeſt it was brought to England by His 
Grace the Duke of GRA FTON, who condeſcended 
to take the charge of it. This Milan catalogue 
contains ah account of Fourteen MSS, ſeveral of 
which' ſeem very valuable ; and one of them 1s the 
antient Samaritan Pentateuch, which Montfuncon 
wiſhed to- have collated. I have been favoured 
with a Letter from Profeſſor 4 Porta, dated aft 
September ; and he was then preparing to be- 
gia the Colleen, which . the N 
Fourteen MSS. 11 Bark 


11 
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At Zuni: the collation of the two MISS in 
the public library, which Profeſſor Breittinger had 
offered to undertake, has been deferred; leave to 
uſe theſe MSS not having been obtained from the 
Magiſtrates of that Town. But it is hoped, that 
ſuch leave is now obtained ; application having 
been made to the Engliſh Miniſter reſident at Berne, 
requeſting him to deſire it. And at Brxxz there 
is an Hebrew MS, containing part of the Bible; 
which is ſoon to be collated, under the direction of 
Monf. ne, the public librarian, 


At HamBuRGH: the collation of the MSS 
has been ſo far carried on by Profeſſor Reimarus, 
that three antient MSS (containing together one 
whole Bible) have been examined; and their Va- 
rious Readings are tranſmitted to me. nt 


At BER LIN: the Reverend Mr Sack, firſt 
Chaplain to His Majeſty THE Kine or Pavs314, 
has ſent me the Various Readings of the Seidel MS 
of the Pentateuch ( preſerved in the public library 
at Halle | in Saxony) which has been collated by 
Profeſſor Mur/inna, And, amongſt other obliga- 
tions, which I am under to Mr Sack, for ſervices 
done and notices ſent, in relation to my Work, I 
am to thank him for the correſpondence of the 
learned Dr Semler at Halle. Nen 


At Da z85 EN, in the Electoral weary,” is w_ 


ſerved a MS of the whole Hebrew Bible; the Col- 
lation 
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lation of which is carrying on, under the direction 
of Mr Cladius the librarian ; for whoſe favour I am 
indebted to Mr. Raſpe His Majeſty's: librarian at 
Hanover. And at Hes5sz-Cas8tL is an Hebrew 
MS, the merit of which is thought ſo conſiderable, 
that it has been the ſubject of a learned and uſeful 
Diſſertation, publiſhed by Mr Scheide, in 1748: 
and I have therefore applied to my friend the cele- 
brated Profeſſor Michaelis at Goettingenz requeſting 
his advice, as to the ann . procuring a 
good Collatio oſ if... 


8 

The laſt place I — berg to — in which 
MSS have been- collated, and in which Collations 
are ſtill making, for this Work, is Pa RIS: and 
it is no wonder there ſhould be preſerved in Pax 
very many and very valuable MSS of the Hebrew 
Bible. I cannot but think myſelf therefore parti · 
cularly happy, in finding there ſo, able and ſo zea- 
lous a Friend to the Work, as M. P Abbe Lapvo ; 
car, Librarian and Hebrew Profeſſor at the Ser- 
bonne: a Gentleman, who has engaged to give up 
to this Collation part of his own time, as well as 
that of ſeveral of his Pupils, whom he has formed 
to this very buſineſs. In February laſt he ſent me 
(elegantly tranſcribed) the Various Readings of 
Seven MSS of the Pſalms. He has ſince collated 
Nine other Pſalters; and ſome of their Variations 
(he acquaints me) are very important. In this 
undertaking of Profeſſor Ladvocat there is one cir 
cumſtance, which I think * obliged to men» 


tion ; 
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tion; and I do it with particular gratitude that, 
tho” he propoſes to take to himſelf and his Pupils 
a great deal of Labour ; neither He, nor They, 
will accept any pecuniary gratification, In the laſt 
Letter, with which I was honoured by the Profeſſor, 
he was pleaſed to ſay — We have no ſuch cuſtom, in 
the Sorbonne; and we think ourſelves extremely hay 
both my young people and myſeif, in being able to bun. 


tribute to a Work fo uſeful, and even ſo neceſſary, to 
the 1 udy of . the Sacred a e. * * — 


7 4 * yy 
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Upon a review of the TR e I 
fatter myſelf that the Par ROMs of this Work 
will be well fatisfied both at the progreſs which is 
made at home, and at the endeavours ftrenuouſly 
exerted to procure aſſiſtance and information from 
abroad. As almoſt every Ms furniſhes ſome ma- 
terial Variations ; it muſt be evident (at leaſt to 
Men verſed: in Criticiſm. and Claſſic Literature) 
that in proportion, as more MSS,' eſpecially MSS 
of antiquity, are collated, the more uſeful muſt 
this Work prove. There is not therefore any quar- 
ter of the World, from which I have not been, 
and am, ardently deſirous to procure the knowledge 
and the uſe of Hebrew MSS: and accordingly 
think myſelf highly obliged for the diſcovery of 
every MS of this kind. For this reaſon I muſt 
expreſs my thanks here to the learned Profeſſor 
Rau, at Utrecht, and others; who have ſent me 
notices of ſuch MSS : and alſo to the Reverend 


Mr Lind (Chaplain to His Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
2 01s 4 at 


| V E A R 1763. t-. 67 


at. Conſtantinople ) and to every other Perſon, who 
is kindly making enquiries of the ſame nature, 


But hens (large as the Subſcription 3 is, wk 
ample as the Edition of this Work will really he) 
it is not vainly pretended, that it will be poſſible to 
procure collations of Half the Hebrew MSS, al- 
ready known in Europe only. For even That will 
ſoon be pronounced impoſſible; when it is conſi- 
dered, that the MSS of the. whole or parts of the 
Hebrew Bible, which are already known ( excluſive 
of thoſe in our own Three Kingdoms) are — in 
Italy, 117 — Germany, 87 — France, 70 — Holland, 
32 — Spain, 20——Swiſſerland, Denmark, and Sweden, 
10 — Total, already known abroad, 336. This 
ſum, added to that of the MSS at home, amounts 
to 460; which will probably be extended to 500. 
And, how very deſirable would it be; if it were 
poſſible to compriſe in this Work the Various 
Readings of the whole Five Hundred MSS ! — if it 
were poſſible to make it at once ( excepting Errors 
in the Execution) perfect in its kind — without 
leaving The Old Teſtament, after ſo extenſive a Sub- 
ſcription, ſtill ſubject to Appendix after Appendix, 
and Addition upon Addition; as hath been the 
caſe with The New Teſtament, and is the caſe at this 
very day, For there are yet many (perhaps an 
Hundred ) MSS uncollated of this Second Part of 
Holy Scripture ; notwithſtanding the 30 years la- 
bour of Dr Mill, who publiſhed the Various Read- 
ings of near One Hundred MSS — tho Kuſter and 
1 Bengelius 
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Bengelius have each added the Various Readings of 
Twelve other MSS — and tho“ Welſtein has made 
ample additions to all the former Editors. 


In ſhort: al, that can be ee expected, I 
may venture to aſſure the Public, ſhall be done. 
My beſt endeavours ſhall continue to be exerted for 
procuring Collations of as many MSS, and giving 
as great a degree of Perfection to this Work, as the 
nature of the Subſcription ſhall admit : and this, 
not only from a conviction of the Expediency and 
Importance of the Work itſelf ( which is to me 
more and more clear, the farther the Work ad- 
vances ) but alſo from-a juſt ſenſe of Honour, and 
under the due influence of Gratitude to Txos'r, 
who have with ſo much Public Spirit en 
the pralent Undertaking. 


Ox ro; December 12, 1763. 


The CERTIFICATE 
from | * 
The Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew 
nearly the ſame as before : 


ſee page 33. 


Account _ 


At the End of the Year 1764 


HENEVER a Work, that is extenſive 
and laborious in its nature, 1s undertaken 
in conſequence of a Public Subſcription; it muſt 
give pleaſure to the Patrons, as well as to the Un- 
dertaker of every ſuch Work, if it be found to ad- 
vance with proper expedition, and likely to be 
compleated in a proper manner. The Collation of the 
Hebrew MS of the Old Teftament, as being attended 
with uncommon labour, and likely to prove of par- 
ticular importance, has been diſtinguiſhed by a 
more ample Subſcription, and a more uniform Ap- 
probation thro” the ſeveral parts of Europe, than 
perhaps any other Literary Undertaking. And 
therefore, upon the preſent Occaſion of addreſſing 
myſelf to the many Learned and Illuftrious Pa- 
TRONS of it, at the concluſion of this Year, which 
is The Fifth from the beginning ; I cannot conceal 
the Pleaſure, which I feel in' acquainting them, 
that the Work is now about HALF-FINISHED., 


From the laſt Annual Account it appeared, that 
out of CXXIV MSS preſerved in Great Britain 
and Ireland, there had been then collated XXXII ; 

and 
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and that the original Collations of XVIII, having 
been fairly tranſcribed, were then depoſited in The 
Bodleian Library. During the, preſent year there 
have been tollated X V III Hebrew MSS, and One 
MS of the Samar. Pentateuch: concerning which 
number, compared with other numbers, it may be 
proper to obſerve, that a few MSS may contain 
larger parts of the Bible than many MSS; and yet, 
that the XIX MSS, collated in this year, contain 
above 116, 000: Verſes. But this has by no means 
been the whole of the Work; for the Collations of 
XXVI MSS have been, in this year, fairly tranſ- 
cribed : the Originals of which are depoſited, with 
thoſe of the XVIII tranſcribed before, i in The 
Bodleian Library. 


Of the XIX MSS, thus collated, VI were lent 
me ( as the ſame number had been laſt year ) from 
The Britiſh Muſeum, in conſequence of an Order 
moſt obligingly made at a general Meeting of The 
Truſtees : and theſe MSS are carefully returned. 
For the Uſe of III others I am highly obliged to 
Oriel and Jeſus Colleges, in this Univerſity. And 
my thanks are due likewiſe to the very learned Pro- 
feſſor Schultens ; who ſent me a curious MS, bo 


longing to his own Library at Tan. 


But, with reſpect to Foreign Countries; my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments are to be made for the 
Honour of a Letter, which, at the command of 
His Majeſty THE Kix or DENMHARE, hath 

been 


NT means ates 


been ſent me by His Principal Secretary of State, 
His Excellency. The Baron De BERNXSTORTT. As 
this Letter furniſhes à very-ſtriking inſtance of 
Royal Attention to Sacred Literature; as it ex- 
preſſes the Will and Pleaſure of a Sovereign, who 
is celebrated through the World for having ſent 
learned Men into Africa and Aſia, for. the nobleſt 
purpoſes ; and as His Majeſty's s Pleaſure. has been 
ſignified in that Letter, in a manner exceedingly ho- 
nourable to my Work; I here inſert an exact copy 
of it. And I cannot doubt, but my Readers will 
ſee with great ſatisfaction this Royal Teſtimony, in 
favour of my Work, added to thoſe other Teſti- 
monies which have been already communicated, 
and which are of too much conſequence not to be 
ſtill continued, in this Annual Narrative. 


Reverend Sir, 

| The King being informed of the learned 
Werk, which You are ſparing no pains to accompliſh 
viz. that of reſtoring by the help of Ancient Manu- 
ſeripts the Original Text of the Divine Writings of 
the Old Teſtament; His Majeſty thinks fit to aſſiſt You 
by all poſſible means, in order to promote a Deſign ſo 
truly uſeful to Religion and Learning, and conſequently 
ſo much deſerving the greateſt Encomunms. | 
In this view I am honoured with His Royal Com- 
mands, to acquaint You, Sir, with the Arrival of 
Some Ancient Copies of the Hebrew Bible lately pur- 


haha ey for the Royal Library ;, and ſent 
hither 


' 
| 
| 
I 
| 
' 
| 
| 
4 


| 
h 
! 
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hither by ſome Gentlemen, 4vbo are aftudlly making a 
Voyage in Arabia Felix, by His Majeſty's Orders. You 


receive here incloſed a ſhort account of the Condition of 


theſe valuable Remains of Antiquity. The King intends 
with Pleaſure to give You leave to make Uſe of them. 
It depends only of You, Rev. Sir, to appoint ſome able 
Perſon here; who may examine, and, if You think it 
proper, collate theſe Manuſcripts with printed Copies : 
in order to gather out of the former ſuch Various Read- 
ings, as may occur therein. I hope, You will be per- 
ſuaded beforehand, that the Perſon, employed by You to 
this purpoſe, will meet with all imaginabie Readineſs to 
facilitate bis Taft. And T beg, You will be furt' of my 
beſt Wiſhes for the Succeſs of your arduous Undertaking, 
that cannot fail to immortalize your Name; and, aubat 
to a Man of your religious way of thinking muſt be bf 
infinitely more Value, will draw ous n You who 
a s Bleſſing. 


wen am, * great Aſteem and Auen, 


Ig [1 | Reverend Sir,.. 10 613 :. IL 


: Eu 7m our ot obedient bumble 1 Sven | 


1 4 #J 


TO | oe 
March the 318, 176. BEANSTOMRE, 


* Next to the preceding, the greateſt Farour ts 
my Work, in this year, has been granted by His 
N The Count De Fi NM IAN Governor of 

2 the 
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the Milaneſe, and by The Marquis Olivera, 
Preſident, of the Senate at Milan; in which city | 
are preſerved (in the, Ambroſian Library) XII 
very valuable Hebrew MSS. An excellent Cata- 
logue of theſe, MSS having been taken for me by 
Henrico A Ports, Oriental Profeſſor in the Univer- 
ſity of Pavia; I was very deſirous, that theſe MS 
might (if poſſible ) be collated by that learned 
Gentleman. And he has lately been enabled to en- 
ter upon this Work, in conſequence of the two 
following Orders, obligingly paſſed by the Gover- 
nor of the Milaneſe and by the Senate at Milan — — 
that the Reſidence of the Profeſſor at Pavia be diſ- 
penſed with; and, that be be allowed to read bis 
LeZures at Milan: on purpoſe that he might reſide 
at MiLan, to collate theſe Ambroſian MSS. The 
Collation of the firſt of theſe MSS has been already 
ſent me; and I am indebted, for the conveyance 
of it, to the Rev. Dr Chambers; to whom it was 
delivered in Italy by Sir Horatio Mann, For 
which, and many other proofs of his Goodneſs, I 
am ſignally obliged to His Excellency ; particularly 
for tranſmitting alſo, in this year, the Collations 
of III MSS, belonging to the Imperial Library, 
at FLORENCE : where other MSS are now under 
examination, | X 


As to the Imperial Library, at VIENNA; I have 
lately been favoured with an account of the Hebrew 
| MSS there, procured of the celebrated Librarian 

. Baron Van Swieten, at the obliging 
K requeſt 
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requeſt of His Excellency Lord Viſcount ST on- 
MonT, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
at that Court. And J have deſired, that'a Colla- 
tion may be undertaken there, particularly of one 
MS ( containing the whole Bible ) which is not de- 
ſcribed in the — . — as 


At Roux; out os the XVII MSS ue to 
rw collated, thoſe in the other Libraries (ex- 
cept The Vatican) have been examined; and the 
Volume, containing their Various Readings, has 
been ſafely conveyed to England, and kindly ſent 
me by Walter Rawlinſon, Eſq. And as to the parts 
of Daniel and Ezra, printed only in Chaldee, but 
which in the Auguſtinian-Angelica MS, now col 
lated, - are found alſo in Hebrew; every learned 
Reader will hear with pleaſure, that the Hebrew of 
theſe large parts (of The Bible) now firſt diſco- 
vered, ſeems very pure, and therefore may be very 
antient; and if ſo, muſt be very valuable. Prefixed 
to this collection is an ample teftimony to the care 
and accuracy of the Collator, Profeſſor Conftanzi-, 
ſigned by Auguſtino Georgi, Dominico Theoli, Gabriel 
Fabtricy, and Simon Ballerini : which learned Libra- 
rians and Profe ſſors will, I hope, accept my Thanks 
for their Trouble upon this occaſion, There have 
been alſo collated, in this _ VI MSS EONS 
to 17 he n 
„wum the — — at . 1 9 ͥ ! 
received the Various — the VI beſt MSS 
199051 preſerved 
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preſerved. there, which were collated by Profeſſor 
Paſini; fot the ſafe conveyance of which to Eng- 
land I am obliged to the very learned The Count De 
Carburi-; to whoſe care they were delivered by L. 
nnn the Britiſh n at that ane 


The — Readings of. — MS a at — 
collated under the direction of Mr Sinner, the 
learned Librarian there, have been received. And 
at ZURICH, the Burgo- maſter Regnant Mr Landolt 
has politely granted the Uſe of the II Hebrew 
MSS, in their public Library; upon an application 
from Robert Colebroke Eſq, His Majeſty's Reſident 
in Swifſerland : —ů cp cerca 
Nr gen Rn H tering R - 


* other Foreign Parts (bil fate; of the beſt 
MSS in-Paxr1s are collating under the care of the 
celebrated Profeſſor Lapvocart, at ihe: Sorboune:; 
and a Collation is alſo making of the Hebrew MS 
in DRESDEN) enquiries have been made this 
year, after other MSS; and endeavours have been 
uſed to procure the Uſe of ſuch, as are thought 
the moſt valuable. In particular, I muſt acknow- 
ledge my great Obligations to His Excelleney The 
Earl of Rocxror p, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador 
Extraordinary to the Court of Sra1n;: for his en- 
deavours to procure the Collation of ſome MSS in 
that country. My Thanks are due likewiſe to my 
Friend Mr Devi/me, Chaplain to His Excellency, 
and alſo to Mr Pluer, Chaplain there to the-Danyſh 
K 2 Envoy 
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Envoy ; who have been very kind in their —_— 
ries after _ for the benefir of this Wee 


[+ 147 


- Whill Evi ROPE hy clone liberally offered the 
Treaſures of her numerous MSS; and whilſt Ar- 
RICA has likewiſe contributed, in furniſhing ſome 
MSS before, and now in offering ſeveral others, 
imported through the Munificence and Public- 
Spirit of His DAN ISH MajesTr from Egypt; 
it muſt be obſerved, that, as enquiries have been 
making in the Eaſt upom this ſame occaſion, As 14 
alſo is found to contain what may be of conſider- 
able ſervice. For the Lord Biſhop of CARLIS IE 
having, in the beginning of this year, moſt oblig- 
ingly communicated to me a Letter from AL ze Po: 
containing an account of a very curious MS pre- 
ſerved there; I wrote'to the Chaplain to the Britiſh 
Factory, Mr Dawes (from whom that Letter to 
His Lordſhip came ) requeſting a more particular 
information. And J have lately been favoured with 
his Anſwer ; which repreſents the MS, as contain- 
ing the whole Old Teſtament, and as being of very 
high Antiquity : and he gives me reaſon to hope; 
that an Examination of it there may be granted, 
in ſome particular paſſages ; notwithſtanding the 
very extraordinary Veneration paid to it by the 
Jews. Enquiries have alſo been made in AMzrica: 
and though hitherto without ſucceſs, as to MSS of 
proper Antiquity; yer (I am told) ſome ſuch He- 
brew MSS may poſſibly: be found, amongſt the 
Jews, even in that Quarter of the World, + 4 
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1 cannot conclude this Narrative, without ex- 
1 the ſenſe I have of the diſtinguiſhed Ho- 
nour done to my Work, by The Learned Academy 
at MANHEIM; Theirs being the Firſt Subſcrip- 
tion, with which this Work has been W in 


any W . 

At Home; the Encouragement g given to it has 
been Sucn, as requires that the utmoſt diligence 
and expedition, together with the greateſt care and 
exactneſs, be continued thro” the remainder of this 
Work; which have (I hope) thus far been applied 
faithfully : Suen EncouRAGEMENT,: as demands 
from me the warmeſt and moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments to the PATRoNns of the Work, now 
living; and the moſt honourable expreſſions of 
duty to the Memory of thoſe PaTRr owns, who 
during theſe five years have died — amongſt whom 
were the following Great PzzsoNs, from whoſe 
Patronage this Work has received ſignal Advantage 
and Honour, and with whoſe Illuſtrious mon 
I ſhall cloſe this Annual Account. | 


- 
, 
421 . of 


His Grace, . * 


The Right Honourable, The Earls of GRAU III, 
Macorzsrizrp, BAY, HAAD Wiek. 


The. Right Honourable HzwnzyY B1150N Lycos, 


+ The Right Reverend, . The Biſhops, © 
HoA DIY, SzrtLOCK, HAYTIX. 
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Ws Certificates from Rome and Geneva, 
CN repeated: in this ' Year's Account, * 


"fe in Pages 47s 48. 
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The Certificate from . oP 
The Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew, 


nearly the ſame as before, * 
WAY. 


[ 
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IE Sixrn Year, "Eo yn degicaing of 

the Callation of the ſacred Hebrew MSS, 
— nearly coneluded; I think it my duty, moſt 
gratefully to acknowledge the great Encourage- 
ment, with which my Work hath thus far been 
honourably diſtinguiſned. And at the ſame time 
that F endeavour to expreſs the deep Senſe I have 
of my. uncomman Obligations, firſt of all to His 
Sacre. MAJESTY, and next to the Illuſtrious 
SOCIETIES and Learned PER SONS, who patronize 
my Undertaking; 1 ſhall (as uſual) ſpecify the 
Progreſs therein made, for the Satisfaction of Thoſe, 
who with fo much Public - Spirit are pleaſed to 
ſubſcribe to it. 
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"Afier. the „ ono 75 one or two Years, 1 in 
this extenſive and F Work ; ; it Was. OP 


tation, I — them that the Collation of our 
own Hebrew MSS, together with ſome of the beſt 
Foreign MSS, to, be collated at the ſame time, 
would probably | be finiſhed in the ſpace « of TIN 
uA. ee 


It is with great Pleaſure, chat I now confirm this 
computation ; and think, that in the next Four 
Years (if but my preſent State of Health conti- 
nues) will be collated, not only the reſt of the 
Hebrew MSS before known in Great Britain and 
Ireland, but alſo Five others — one, in the library 
of The Royal Society — one (a compleat Bible) 
lately purchaſed by Solomon Da Cofta Eſq, — two, 
in Dublin; one belonging to That Univerfity, the 
other to the Archiepiſcopal library "of St Sepulchre': 
the knowledge of both which MSS' was obligingly 
communicated to me by Mr Profeſſor Sullivan 
and the other is a valuable MS of the whole Bible, 
written in Syria, and purchafed for me at Venice 
by the Rev. Mr Mordaunt ; through whoſe” Care 
it was ſafely conveyed to me near twelve months 


fince. 


The chief buſineſs * the preſent. 1 — en 
the Collation of Seven MSS, making Zeven Vo- 


lumes; 
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Jumes z which number becomes Thirteen by the 
addition of Two Folio Volumes, which are part of 
another MS. And theſe Seven ( omitting the un- 
finiſhed MS) make the whole number of our own 
MSS hitherto collated FirTy Szven. Of theſe 
MSS, already collated, Seven contain each the 
whole Bible ; which Seven therefore may contain 
more Verſes than Twenty other MSS. And it may 
be added, that the number of Verſes in the MSS, 
thus far collated, bear a greater proportion to the 
remainder, than Six years now paſt bear to the re- 
maining Four, My Patrons may however be. aſ- 
ſured, that, without any improper attention to this 
computation, and without the leaſt inclination to 
protract this Work unneceſſarily (for no one per- 
fon in the world can more ardently deſire to have 
it finiſhed than I do, partly from long experience 
of the Fatigue attending it, and partly from a firm 
conviction of the Utility to be derived from it) 
the Remainder of the Work ſhall be diſpatched 
with the greateſt Expedition, conſiſtent with proper 
Care: my time being almoſt entirely devoted to the 
diſcharge of my duty in the conduct of this Work; 
to the employment of as many Aſſiſtants as can 
well be ſuperintended at home, and to an extenſive 
Correſpondence for procuring (at a very large Ex- 
pence) collations of the beſt MSS abroad. 


When this Work had been carried on, for fe 
years; it was found, not only that many of /the 


dons in the MSS were of conſiderable impor- 
f tance, 
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tance, but alſo that the Whole, when collected, 
would be ſo very numerous, that there was a ne- 
ceſſity for inventing ſome method ſingular in its 
kind, to anſwer ſo ſingular an occaſion, as the re- 
gular and uncrouded arrangement of all theſe va- 
riations under their reſpective chapters and verſes. 
In the laſt year therefore was begun, and in this 
year has been finiſhed, and is now boùnd up in 30 
Folio Volumes ( interleaved ) a copy of the printed 
Hebrew Bible, paſted upon writing paper, with 
only two verſes in each page; the vacant ſpace 
under each verſe being left for all the variations of 
the MSS in that verſe, to be there inſerted: and 
this, according to the numerical order of the MSS, 
when catalogued and numbered in the Prolegomena 
to be prefixed to the whole Work. But the Reader 
is not to infer the number of volumes, which this 
Work will make hereafter, from the account of 
this preparatory Bible. For, tho' the Work ſhould 
at laſt be compriſed in two or three Folio Volumes; 


and tho! half the Space allowed in this interleaved 


Bible ſhould prove more than ſufficient in general 
for the variations, together with room for the cor- 
rection of ſome miſtakes : yet, as ſome few verſes 
will require the full ſpace here allowed, and it can- 
not yet be known what thoſe verſes may be, it 
was neceſſary to prepare a ſpace ſufficient for every 
ſuch exigency. 


As to the Tranſcripts made during the preſent 
year, and now depoſited in the Bodleian library, in 
L obedience 
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obedience to the Order of our Univerſity Delegates; 
to the number 44, before given in, are now added 
17, from the collations of our own MSS. Among 
the preceding 44 were 4, taken from ſuch Foreign 
MSS as have been ſent hither to be collated : fo 
that, 17 being added to 40, it appears — that all 
_ the Collations of our own MSS, as yet made, are now 
tranſcribed. For the greater ſafety likewiſe. of thoſe 
Collations, which ( for the Benefit of this Work ) 
have been made in various parts of Europe; tranſ- 
cripts of theſe alſo, to the number of 17, are now 
depoſited in the Bodleian library. And the MSS, 

which have been already collated, and now are 
under collation for me abroad, amount to between 
S1xTY and SEVENTY, 


Whilſt the collation of the MSS was thus ad- 
vancing; it was apprehended, that it would be very 
deſireable, if ſome uſe could likewiſe be made of 
the beſt Editions already printed. And though it 
would be evidently impoſſible for me to collate all 
theſe editions, unleſs in ſelect paſſages; yet it ſeemed 
neceſſary, that the editions of Van der Hooght (here 
made the Standard) ſhould be collated with that of 
Michaelis, printed at Hall, in 1720 : becauſe in this 
laſt edition, the Variations are already collected 
from the printed Bibles of Bomberg, Buxtorf, Stephens, 
the Antwerp and London Polyglotts, and ſeveral other 
editions: as is ſet forth in Michaelis Pref. p. 4 & g. 
That the advantage of at leaſt this printed colla- 
tion <7 be derived to the preſent Work; a 

collation 
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collation has been made of the whole text of Micha- 
elis, and that of V. Hooght : and a tranſcript of this 
collation i is now depoſited in the Bodleian library, 


The only remaining article, which ſhall be here 
mentioned, as to the State of my Work at home, 
is this. Every learned Reader muſt have been ſen- 
ſible, that the different Beginnings of ſeveral Chap- 
ters in different Editions have occaſioned much 
trouble in referring to particular Verſes in the He- 
brew Bible. And to prevent ſuch inconvenience, 
a collation has alſo been made of the Beginnings 
of all the Chapters, in the three editions of J. 
Hooght, Michaelis, and the London Polyglott : and a 
tranſcript of this collation alſo is now depoſited 
with the others already mentioned. 


As to the Collations made, and making, for this 
Work, during the preſent year, in other Countries ; 
I ſhall firſt mention the great honour done me by 
a ſecond Letter from his Excellency The Baron de 
BerNnsSTORFF, Principal Secretary of State to 
His Majeſty TE KING or DENMARK. And 
as the chief Ornament of my laſt Account was the 
Letter ſent me by his Excellency ; I ſhall give freſh 
pleaſure to all the Patrons of my Work by inſert- 
ing an exact Copy of this ſecond Letter. 


Reverend Sir, 


Having received laſt September your. Letter of 
Auguſt the 14th, and ſome while after, about the end 
L 2 of 
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of October, the Parcel mentioned therein, containing 
thoſe Books and Pamphlets You had been ſo kind as to 
ſend hither, and for which I beg You will accept of 
my fincere Acknowledgments; the Seaſon was then too 
far advanced, and the ſhort Winter-Days were thought 
too inconvenient for making, conformably, to your 
Wifhes, Sir, a Beginning with the intended Collation 
of our Manuſcripts. The neceſſary Meaſures were 
taken however, even during that Interval, in order to 
proceed to the ſame this Spring, without any further 
Loſs of Time; and it is now that, with the Almighty's 
Help, the Work is taking in hand. It will be care- 
fully conducted under the Inſpettion of the Rev. D. D. 
Holm, Roſenſtand-Goiſce, and Cramer, Profeſſors of 
Divinity here, and more particularly under that of Mr 
Kall, Profeſſor of the Oriental Languages. All the 
aboveſaid MSS have actually been delivered laſt Week by 
the King's Orders to theſe Gentlemen, who, each of 
them employing ſeveral ſkilful and diligent Subjects, are 
in hopes to ſee a great deal of the Collation finiſhed this 
Year ; and when the whole is compleated, You may 
depend upon its being tranſmitted to You without the 
leaſt Delay. I cannot doubt but the Callators will en- 
deavour, by applying themſelves to their Taſk with the 
utmoſt Care and Fidelity, to ſhew themſelves worthy of 
the Truſt repoſed in them, Meanwhile I have been 
honoured by your ſecond Letter of February the 14th, 
Your Annual Accounts of 1763 and 1764 have been 


duly laid before His Majeſty. It affords me a real 
Pleaſure to be able to acquaint You, Rev“. Sir, with 
their having met with a very gracious Reception. 

Wiſhing 


Vr AR 1765. 85 


Wiſhing You with all my Heart the beſt of Succeſſes 
to your moſt laudable Undertaking, I am with great 
a "ay and td Kea Efteem, Reverend bir, 1 


why our moſt obedient humble we, 


Coed 5 
March the 19th, 1764. Frxnidl FF, 


At BEAIIX, in the Royal library, a collation 
is making of a celebrated MS in 4 Folio Volumes; 
part of which collation I have received from Pro- 
feſſor Murſinna. In the fame Royal library is pre- 
ſerved an Hebrew Bible, in 8 vo printed; an edi- 
tion, older by above 20 years than any printed 
Hebrew Bible known here in England. This, which 
was the Copy from whence the famous Luther 
made his Verſion, contains ſeveral hundred Varia- 
tions from the Hebrew Bibles, ſince printed; and 
I have therefore deſired a compleat collation of it 
to be made by Profeſſor Schulze, to whom I am 
much obliged for an account of this curious Book : 
and the world will be ſoon favoured with a Differ- 
tation upon it by this learned Profeſſor. But for 
the advantages at Berlin, I am particularly indebted 
tothe very reverend Mr Sack, firſt Chaplain to His 
Majeſty TRE KinG or Pkvss14a: and this 
zealous Friend, who has furniſhed me with many 
uſeful notices, has been alſo at conſiderable Ex- 
pence, which he generouſly prefents to 9 Work 
as n Subſcription. 

At 
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At Exrukr are ſome Hebrew MSS, which 
were collated for the edition of Michaelis before 
mentioned; and concerning their Various Readings, 
the following Remarks ſeem neceſſary. Having 
often obſerved with ſurprize, that the Variations, 
which in this Bible are publiſhed from theſe Erfurt 
MSS, are very trifling as well as few, in compari- 
ſon of thoſe in moſt other Hebrew MSS; I ſtrongly 
ſuſpected, that the Erfurt Variations were not 
properly repreſented in the Notes to that printed 
Bible, but that many Variations, particularly thoſe 
of greater Moment, were omitted. My Friend, 
the juſtly celebrated Profeſſor Michaelis, of Got- 
tingen, hearing of my ſuſpicion, and being told 
that J had fixed upon two inſtances, found upon 
examination that theſe MSS contained many Va- 
riations not printed, and in particular the very 
Readings I had ſpecified : in teſtimony of which 
he moſt obligingly ſent me two Certificates ſigned 
and ſealed at Erfurt. I have therefore requeſted, 
that theſe MSS may be more fairly and fully repre- 
ſented to the Public, by an entire re- collation of 
them at my expence. And I doubt not, but ſuch 
future collation will be as ſerviceable to my Work, 
as the laſt might have been urged to the diſcredit 
of collating Hebrew MSS in general. 


In the Imperial library at Vienna is a compleat 
MS of the Bible, not mentioned in any printed 
Catalogue ; which has been collated for me by the 
learned Aloy/ius de Sonnenfels : and the Collation has 
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been moſt carefully ſent me by His Excelleney 


Lord Viſcount Sro RMO, His Majeſty 8 Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary at that Court. 


At co ron E there is alſo a MS of the whole 
Bible, which is now collating at my requeſt: and 
for this permiſſion I am highly obliged to the Rev. 
Dr Hilleſbeim, Rector of the College, who has fa- 
voured me with an account of this MS, and 4 a 
Simile of its n | 


At FLoRENCE has been. lately finiſhed, 15 the 
learned Fathers Berretta and Bartoli, a compleat MS 
of the Bible; the Collation of which has been very 
obligingly brought to England, at the Requeſt of 
His Excellency Sir Hon aTio Manx, by the Rev. 
Mr Hamilton: who alſo brought the Various Read- 
ings of the ſecond and third Hebrew MSS, collated 
by the learned Profeſſor A 6 in the en 
Library at MILAN. | 


At Rome, the learned Conſtanzi has.n now axe. 
cuted my ſecond commiſſion there ; which was for 
collating 17 MSS, 12 of which are preſerved. in 
the Vatican. For the Uſe of the MSS in this ce- 
lebrated Library, I gratefully acknowledge myſelf 
indebted to the Goodneſs. and Patronage of His 
Eminence Cardinal A.Ban1. And, as all my 
Patrons will be pleaſed with knowing, that the 
preſent Protector of the Vatican ſucceeded Cardinal 
Pas$10NE1, not only in Office, but alſo in Zeal 
for my Work ; I ſhall acquaint them with my Ob- 

ligations. 
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ligations. In the firſt Letter, with which His Emi- 
nence honoured me, He was pleaſed to ſay — Et 
vojant juſqu'ou vous avez en fi peu de tems auanci 
un Ouvrage fi fraieux et penible, je ne puis fi non 
vous feliciter de tout mon cæur de Þ heureux ſucces d 
une entrepriſe, qui rendra votre nom immortel à la paſ- 
terite plus reculte, et dont la Republique des Lettres 
tirera tant de profit et de lumieres. And ſome time 
after, in anſwer to my application for a /econd Col- 
lation in the Vatican, His Eminence (then Cardinal- 
Librarian) condeſcended to write the following 
Letter; which I here inſert, inſtead of that hicherto 
inſerted from Cardinal PAaSSIONET. . 


Quas ad me dediſti humaniſſmas Literas 2 
Decembris, accepi Vir clar. et quam moleſte ab its in- 
tellexi. te gravi correptum morbo in diſcrimine fuiſſe, 
tantundem ex animo gratulor te plene convaluiſſe. Me- 
dicorum autem, quorum operd ereptus es, conſilium am- 
plectaris velim, temperando nimirum à literariis labo- 
ribus, ne nimius in illis ardor valetudini tuæ officiat ; 
quantum enim literarie Reipublice ut inſigne Opus 
tuum vulgetur, tantundem mea intereſt ut diu vivas 
incolumis. Jus erit Profeſſori Conſtantia lot cadicum 
collationem inſtituere, quot Vaticana Bibliotheca com- 
plefiitur ; illigue tradam codicum indicem, quem mifiſti, 
ut illos quantocius ſcrutetur. Quod me juſſis honeſtes 
tuis, idgue equidem ut crebro facias, oro: Deumque 
O. M. enixe rogo, Te ad ſeros annos ſervet incolumem. 


FKNeamæ, | En an VN ins of we 
7 Cal. Febr. 1763. ALEXANDER Card. ALBaNnus. 
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What has been lately done at Pa ky 3, J have 
not yet been informed particularly; on aceount of 
the Deach of that eminent Promoter of this Work 
and my zealous Friend, the learned and worthy 
Librarian of the Sorbonne, Profeſſor LA by oeAT. 
Bur, notwithſtanding this affecting Loſs; I cannot 
doubt of confiderable 'Afſiftance from that City. 
For, being very deſirous, that ſome of the beſt 
MSS in the Royal Library there might be collated 
for my Work I this year applied to His Excellency 
The Earl of HzzTrorD, His Majeſty's late Am- 
baſſador Extraordinary at the Court of Fance; who 
immediately obtained Leave, and in the moſt ob- 
liging manner honoured me with the notice of i it, 
and with the Letter of The Count de & Fro uri. 
My grateful Thanks are alſo due to His Excellency 
The Duke d N1ve RNOISH; who applied likewiſe 
for the Royal MSS, and preſented to His MA- 
183 Ty the laſt Annual Account of my Work. 
The ſecond: Letter, which his Excellency condeſ- 
cended to write to me, will acquaint my Patrons 
with the Honour thus done me by this Ornament 
and Patron of Literature The Duke de NIVIIMNOoTs, 
and the gracious acceptance of my Annual Account 
by ſo great a Monarch as Hi $ So- 1210 *. 


an Zaun 30 A Paris, le 3 Mar. 1766. 
Je n pat nanqu 45 remettre adjourd' buy au Roy, | 
Monſieur, un Exemplaire du compte que vous avis rendu 


cette annie des progres de votre ouvrage. 9. Mete 4 
M recs 
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|; \ The laſt Stare of. my. Work Mentioned mx Nr. 
| ticular Obligation to The Learned: Atadem at Maur 
14.1% l and 1, now. gratefully acknowledge: the 
Fayour of Tu Eco PALATINE; tor, x 
the Recommendation, of His Serene Highneſs, 
have, lately obtained an account of an/Hebrew MS 
at Maut, which: was drawn up by the learned Mr 
G This, aecount has been ſent me by my; 
friend, Mr N Harald, at the Court of Manheim 1 
to hom I am alſo indebted. for a very obliging 
Licks from, Mr $chmidtz, Counſellor to the Max- 
ANI of Jaden: Durlac, relative to two. curiqus. 
MSS.in His Highneſs's Lib. 


Laſtly : in the enumeration of vin and En. 


quiries for the Benefit of this Work, during the 
preſent years very gra ateful 9 85 muſt be made 
ed Ferret His Excellen The Honourable 


Ar Jozzyn Tonks, OY iy's Ambaſſador 
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Extra- 
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n con con — I ſuch aumerous and FR 
Obliga 55 it is certainly n my duty to exert my 
ale endeayours for the perfection of my Work, 
and the ſatisfaction of all the Patrons of i "it >> and 
as fome of them 55 1 in the laſt year, mentioned 
to me two circumſtances, 1 will fake n notice of both 
in this place, It has been faid'— that it would be 
Pino oy to the preſent, and. might procure more, 
Subſcribers ; if ſome Specimen were to he printed, 
now and then, to prove portance of the Work 
by the Various Readin e from the MSS. 
But I wiullobſerve, chat a regular Specimen of any 
rt of the Bible i: is at perfor impoſiible ; becauſe 
cceffions are m Fart continually. 
And let be " obſerved 4 8 N 
above 3 ae SS Ken po 
many -of dc are ſo important, that thoſe Perlans, 
WG Caföt be convinced by : them, will certainly 
not be convince by 300 more. And as 0 thoſe, 
who were at all convinced, that this Work was 
per to be undertaken; ſuch, it is preſumed, | 


Nu Kill think it worth finiſhing and Nur. 


" 5 6iher e circumftan ance, n een ed in "this Jeu, 


I ticular 3 of the Expence not 
air . it "Has been 1 chat 

this br Work carried oh with very lire or 
M 2 no 
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2 Expence; at leaſt not with an Expence at-al 
proportioned to the Subſcription. To. this I ſay, 
firſt, that I do by no means deſire any one Perſon 
to entruſt me with his Money, who doubts my 
proper Application of it. And I beg leave to add, 
for the perfect Satisfaction of all my Subſcribers, 
that (excluſive of tlie Collations of many other 
MsSF already engaged for in different Parts of 
Europe) my Expences, in this one Year, on ac- 
count of this Work, amount to above Six Hun- 
'DRED Pounds; the greater part of which is ſtand- 
wy wad conſtant Expenice, in every Year. 


3 far now conclude this Annual Account with 
part of an Elogium upon my Work and it's Pa- 
TRONS, delivered'in a Public Oration, at Hall in 


Saxony, by the reverend and learned Dr Sz MLE *, 
TIEN of 1 in that Univerſity. 


Oh did ills e Hebraici codicis pro- 
oils quam Celeb. Kenni cotum apud Anglos, primum 
rite, melioribus certe auſpiciis quam ante ipſum quen- 
quam, Juſeepiſſe' timus, non ſolum eorum omnium ex- 
eipiatur publicis Plaſſbus, qui-in Romana Eccleſia li- 
Jerali eruditioni non obſcure favere videntur, ſed etiam 
deditifſimis Audis ultro promoveatur : dubitari non po- 
teſt, ner inter nos defuturos, qui ui tants et tam præclaræ 
rei ſucceſſus proſperos, votis ominibufque lætis, publice 
privatimgque adjutum cant. — Jam vel inter tos, quibus 
litttrarum ſacrarum diſciflina tralitur, gratulari fibi 
fate, quotus quiſque *** ereftioris i ow ; quod ber vi- 
vendo 
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vendo tempora attigerit, quibus Publicum quaſi Signum 
erectum oft, ad bent ſperandum de amplificanda He- 
braici codieis dignitate. — Equidem varie affict ſoles, 
cum luculentiſſima illa ſtudia cogito, que in Anglia, 
beata pluribus nominibus Inſala, publice privatimque 
ingenti contentione ad hanc cauſam Promovendam con- 
feruntur. RR OIs illius Auguſtiſſimi ſplendidi Nam 
munificentiam facile nobis fingimus : ſcimus enim An- 
gliæ Regen ele. AcADbEMIAAUNH Britammiæ 
utriuſque illuſtrem ac venuſtum conſenſum, in adjuvando 
Kennicoti propofito, quis non admiretur ? TRES Aca- 
demiæ omnes lubentiſſime votis ejus occurrunt. Bi 
Reverendiſimi ARCHIEPISCOPI kberaliſſime condicunt 
ſumtus.. ' Nabiliſſimi Pr1nciyzs, Honoratiſimi Co- 
MITEs, aliro conferunt. Reverendarum Er iscoro- 
RUM er D* C ANORUM exiſtit fauſta concordia. 
BARONE 5, ARMIGER1, privat adeo Religionis 
ADMINISTR 1, numero longo i in Societatem hanc cocunt. 


Feortunatos, felices ibi eruditus 
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50 the ade of Ir SEVEN vide, 
collared in the Six Years preceding, are mY 
be now added, as having been collated in the pre- 
ſent Year, 11 IT III; ſo that the Whole num. 
ber of MSS at home, now collated, amounts tö- 
Seventy. And, as to thoſe 7188 at home, 
which remain-anexamined ;' I hope, and believe, 
they will be a collated ning the Three next Tn 
4 
or the Thirteen MSS, examined during die 
Year, Six belong to:Fhe Britiſh Muſeum; lent _ 
in conſequence of an Order at a General Meeting 
of The Curators of that "invaluable. Repoſitory, 
where only Fur now -reimain' to be Cöllatec;: One 
MS has been lent me by the Dean and Chapter of 
Wells : and Oni Copy, which, tho? printed, is really 
more valuable than ſeveral of aur preſent MSS, 
has been this Year lent by the Provoſt and Fellows 
of Een College, out of their elegant and valuable 
| Library. 
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Library. ee eee Books, com- 
municated in the moſt PI 
r DIE? 9 1 


galt de Ogden bf ande 
conſerred during the preſent Year, there is One, 
which demands my particular and moſt grateful 
Acknowledgments. And theſe I here make, in the 
moſt dutiful and moſt humble manner, to HIS 
MAFESTY, for the Uſe of à very antient and 
curious printed Hebrew Pentateuch; which Hs. 
MAJESTY has moſt graciouſly commanded to 
be lent me: from His Royal Library,” The Colla- 
tion of this Pentateuch is begun; and'this Ecition, 
together with a fe others likewiſe very antient, 
will be particularly deſeribed near the ooncluſion 
1 n een n ANT e 
zonal ur n. TAT AP EIA LT 
Tbe-lafhanngal Account mentioned, that Tray 
gin, of the Gollatious. of Fc rum of ur- on 
MSS were then depoſited in the Badleian Library; 
together, with thoſe oſ : Hum fureign 88 collated: 
here, and of Senterm collated: in other parts of 
Europe. For the preceding Hifty Seven are no 
added, Euenet, and to the T'wenty Ove ate added 
Nieten ſo that the hole number. oi Franſeripto, 
whichL have now: deroſſted in the:Bodlcian-Eibrary,” 
amounts to ON, Z, YU N.DR'FD; A Loma” 
£216 it 4/6 2 5 8 CE ot en 44444, 
Ahe 588 at home and:abeaed „n collated for 
this Work, - amount tmn Ann An 
3 THIRTY, 
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THIRTY ; and even theſe, it is preſumed, are more 
than eyer were made uſe of, to aſcertain the true 
Text of any other book. in the world. But yet, 
that this Work may as far exceed all others in the 
Quantity of its Materials, as it does in the Great - 
neſs of that Patronage by which it is fupported; 
not only the remaining MSS will be- finiſhed at 
home, but alſo many other valuable MSS will be 
collated in other countries: and as to theſe, the 
Collation of th; en * is at pre- 


b or e ee Wn 1 2119193 


' $5 4A rents M1 

A miete of the MSS, very fortunately 
procured from the Eaſt, at the Command of His 
Majeſty The late KINO OT DIN MARK, is now 
making at Co ENnHAacen by ſome learned Pro- 
feſſors, who were appointed by His Excellency- 
The Baron de BRRNMSTORTr, an Illuſtrious Patron 
of this Work. The celebrated Aut Hoote, ho 
ſueceeds the late Profeſſor Ladvocm in Zeal for this 
Work, as well as in the Hebrew Chair at the Sor- 
bonne, has informed me that the two MSS, which' 
I have ſelected as being probably the moſt valuable 
at Pa Als, one in the Ræyal library, and the other 
at the Oratory, are both under examination; in con- 
ſequence of an order from His Mosr CnnIsTIAN 
MajzsTy as to the former; and by the favour of 
the learned Fathers of the Oratory, as to the latter. 
A collation of the MS at CAs s EL, diſtinguiſhed 
by Mr Scheide's Diſſertation upon it, is in part 
made; * that part has been received from Goet- 


rr | : ; 
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tingen :. for, upon leave given by His Serene High- 
nels, The LanooRr ave of Hessz, that MS has 
been removed by my very learned Friend Profeſſor 
Michaelis, who kindly took a journey to Caſſel, for 
the more ſecure conveyance of it to Goettingen. 
And (not to enlarge, by ſpecifying more at pre- 
ſent) the two famous MSS, formerly belonging to 
Reuchlin, now in the libtary of the MARORAVE 
of Bavsn-DvRLac, at the Palace of Carlſpube, 
have been this year committed to the eare of Mr 
Bruns, by the Honourable Mr Schmidtz "Oy 
| Condidinh to His pence” 7 | 
. 16 - 68 268 149 4051 i; WRITE 
1 eee en eee 
Monſ. L' Abbi le Blond, fot his great care in tranf- 
cribing and ſending me from Caen the collations of 
Six Mss of the Pſalms, enamined at Paxis under 
the direction of the late Profeſſor Ladvorat. The 
celebrated Profeſſor Breitinger, at Zu nic, has 
alſo been very obliging by his zeal and ſervice; 
not only in freely collating for me great part of 4 
MS at Zurich,” but alſo in procuring me the Va- 
rious Readings of a MS ( not before known to the 
Public) preſerved in th? Monaſtery of St Blaſe in 
the Black Foreſt, the collation of which was very 
politely ordered by the illuſtrious Prince and Pte- 
late MARTINI, who is therefore entitled to my 
gratitude; the ſame. is due fikewiſe to William 
Norton Ech Elis Majeſty's Miniſter to the Swiſs 
Cantons, for ſending me both theſe collations. And 


e 
nen | art. 
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Bart. His Majeſty's Reſident at Florence, for tranſ- 
mitting the collations of ſome 'MSS finithed at 
Mir Ax, by Profeſſor A Porta and nas 
Branca; which collations were brought me, in 
very obliging manner, by the e Ss 
ener NN ans 
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— — * for 7 generous Subſeription, by 
which this Work has been eminently diſtinguiſhed; 
one part of my duty certainly is, to acquaint the 
PaTRONS-of it with any ſignal marks of Appro- 
bation ſhewn to it by the Learned World. And 1 
ſhall therefore, for the Satisfaction of my S vu B- 
$CRIBERS,- inſert copies of two Inſtruments I have 
lately been favoured with; and which I have been 
favoured with on account of that Work, in which, 
through THEIn — J haye aero 
Wee eee % Hoi ern: 


10 the preſent. year a Diſcovery has been — 
which is of great importance in itſelf, and moſt 
nearly connected with the nature of this Work ; 
and as it unfolds. a hem, yet deciſive argument, in 

proof of the Expadiency, or rather the Neceſiiy of 
fach an Undertaking,. particular. notice muſt be 
here taken of it: And: 1 it may be rendered more 
generally intelligible, in eee, of the fol- 
dn. introduction. , 446988 


The Learned thro” Europe haves wa long di- 


vided into two general claſſes, as to their opinions 


of the printell fun Text of the Ol rec 
ome 
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ſome inſiſting upon the. abſolute Integrity of that 
Text, others holding it to be in ſome. inſtances 
corrupted. The men of this latter claſa were fab. 
diyided in their ſentiments; for while ſame thought 
the cotruptions fe and of little moment, others 
thought them many and of great conſequence. In 
this however they almoſt all agreed, that, whatever 
was the real number, ot mature, of the corruptions 
in the printed Text, ihat Tat could receive liutle an 
no correction from Hebrew MSS; becauſe the He- 
brew MSS, now extant, were but few; and theſe 
few were modern; and all of them entirely, or 
nearly, the ſame with one another and with the 
Text as printed. But this opinion, however pre · 
valent till within a few years paſt, has been ſo ef- 
fectually confuted by the evidence produced from 
theſe MSS, that the common opinion (it is pre- 
ſumed) now is — that the Hebrew MSS, yet ex- 
tant, are very mam; and that ſome ad am 
from others, and from. the printed Jen. 


Now E all theſe e i it 
has been taken for granted by all parties, that be 
Text of the Hebrew Bible, as now PRINTED, it on- 
and uniform; entirely, or nearly, the. ſame in all the 
_ editions of it; wherever, and by whomſoever, it 
has hitherto been publiſhed... And upon this/ima» 
ginary Sameneſs of all the printed copies has been 
founded the famous notion, formerly aſſerted by 
many, and even now by a few, that tbe printed 
Ta Text is perfect * ee. e 
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on the contrary ; if that very Text, as it is now 
printed, be at laſt found to vary much from itſelf, 
and ſome copies differ greatly from others; then 
can there be nothing more abſurd, than the notion 
of all the printed copies being pure and genuine: 
then can nothing be more clear, than that, when- 
ever one printed copy differs from another, this'or 
that copy muſt be corrupted: and laſtly, nothing 
can be more certain, than that, in caſe theſe diffe- 
rences be many and conſiderable, it nuſt be our 
duty to examine (or cauſe to be examined) at many 
as poſſible of the oldeſt and beſt MSS; in order to 
determine, with a degree of exactneſs proportioned 
to the Importance of the Subject, which of the 
printed editions are wrong, and which right, where 
they are found to differ. And, in order to ſuch 
determination, the beſt method (which indeed is 
propoſed to be here taken) ſeems to be — to re- 
publiſh the Hebrew Text, exactly as it now ſtands 
in one of the beſt amongſt the common Editions; 
and to ſubjoin at the bottom of each page ( ſo far 
as relates to each page) all the Various Readings, 
which ſhall have been collected either x4 We 
MSS, or the . . * 


The many and conſiderable Differences! doe 
meant; as found in zthe printed Copies themſelves, 
are ( not typographical errors, or variations amongſt 
the ſeveral modern editions, but) ſuch as remark- 
ably diſtinguiſh 'the modern Copies from the moſt 
antient. It had been before diſcovered; in the 

courſe 


| 'iYr AA 1966, i6t 
courſe of this Work, that the older the"'MSS are, 
the more they differ from the modern printed Text, 
and the more they agree with the Antient Verſions 
and the Quotations in the Ne Teſtament; And 
it is now found, that the oldeſt printed copies differ 
greatly from the lateſt; and agree moſt with the 
oldeſt and beſt MSS. It is to the enquiries of the 
preſent Year, that the Learned are indebted for 
this diſcovery, as to the Merit arid Value of the 
OLDEST PRINTED copies; and the proof ariſes 
from the joint rr of boned * We 
m I A 2M 
\The « fold is 1. Ero copy, amid e 
as collated in the preſent year; and indeed it has, 
for greater exactneſs, been collated twice. It was 
printed as early as 1487, and is probably the only 
copy in the world of this edition; the Various 
Readings in this from Vander Hooght's edition are 
very numerous, and ſevetal of real conſequence. 
But, as a ſingle evidence in ſuch a cauſe would not 
be ſufficiently ſatisfactory, the ſecond old edition; 
which I ſhalt mention, was printed in 16945 and 
that copy of it, which belonged to Lu TEA, is 
now in the Royal Library at BERALIN: and at my 
requeſt a collation of it is nearly finiſhed by the 
celebrated Profeſſor Schulze, who has publiſhed'a 
curious Volume concerning it, in the German lan- 
guage; to which is prefixed an Engliſh Dedication, 
for which I publickly expreſs my thanks. The 


German Volume has been moſt obligingly tranſlated 
for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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for me, into Latin, by the reverend and learned 

Mr aide; and by the help of this verſion 1 Fog, 

that this Berlin Bible differs exceedingly from of 
a 


modern copies: near 500 variations in whole 
or Letters being ſpecified in this Diſſertation, 

above 200 inſtances of difference in the Maſoretical 
Points. Many of the verbal and literal differences 
agree. with the readings of the Eton copy and ſe- 
veral are of conſiderable moment. The third and 


fourth copies, which I ſhall mention, are the Eis 


edition that ever was printed of the whole Hebrew 
Bible, being printed in 1488; and a Pentateuch, 
in 1492: which books are happily preſerved in the 
library of His Serene Highneſs The Mar or aye 
of Bavzn-DurLac. This very acceptable intelli- 
gence I have lately received from Mr Bruns before- 
mentioned, together with ſpecimens of the Varia- 
tions of theſe two Editions: and 1 find, that theſe 
Editions concur with the two former, in differing 
greatly from the modern Editions, and ate more 
agreeable to the oldeſt and beſt MSS. Theſe two 
copies alſo will be collated, for the greater perfec- 
tion of this Work ; and from theſe, with the two 
former, will be collected a multitude of material 
Various Readings. And it is obſervable; that, 
though theſe four copies ſo much agree, yet they 
fill vary enough to ſhew, that they were not print- 
ed from one another, bor from different MSS. 


* ſhall cloſe this article — 98 earneſtly 8 


the Learned, in foreign countries as well as in our 
own, 
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" that they will favour me with any fuctr noti- 
ces as are yet wanting, in order to a more compleat 
diſcovery of the State of the Oldeſt Editions: And, 

28 I ſhall be greatly 6bliged: to Them for acquaint- 
ing me, either with ſuch of thoſe Editions as I have 
not heard of, or with the Places where any of thoſe 
Editions are pteſerved of whith I do not at preſent 
know the Places; I ſhall lay before Them the fol- 
lowing Table — not of all the Editions of either 
the Whole or Parts of the Hebrew Bible, hich 
preceded the firſt Maſoretical Bible in 1528 (all 
which amount to near 117 7 TY.) but of ſuch. only, 
as were printed before the famous Editions of Car- 
dinal Ximenes at Complutum in 1 151; 7s 22 of Felix 

Pratenfis at Venice in 1618. ie alan 71, 5 


th WY yk +4 Sz 3D 4. 


ral Enie 


1446 eee 8 folio, printed 1 
_ no 9 785 „ dd 12525 to N 
1 i Oppenheim, at anauer : Place, 
1 where it is now preſerved, ia not known 80 me. 


1487 — Haaroor ar n Vol. folio, at Naples, 


on Vellury;-pointed e —ç 
ſerved in Eon G Tony?” 


ner 3 
in the library of - Hjs'Sercne Highneß the 
Margravr of Raden · Durlac. 1 Me gt 
E81 dated this year, catalogued as 
80 - " pritted-gt Bologna, an begun ia 


Dr 
* il W1 -S-oiabifs 
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+= B1BL z-— dated this year, is ſaid to be 
preſerved in the ee mene 
at Florence. $044) 4:13 3 W439 1,170 a 
1005 Pz u rar zue — 2 Vol. folio, at Liſbon, 
on Vellum, pointed; having the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſe and Jarchi's Commentary: belongs 


15 FF 
i BRA 1 AIX. 1 


—Pzx (TATE EU c H folio, with the Childer 
| Paraphraſe and Jarchi's Commentary, belongs, 
to the Royal library at Paris; and, tho' cata- 
logued as printed in 1490 (which perhaps is 
the date at the end of the firſt volume) ſeems 
ry | another copy of the edition of 1491 : which 
is the date at the end of the /econd volume. 

* in His MosrT CRISTIAN MajzsTY's 
"library i is preſeryed another copy; the deſerip- 
tion of which more exactiy agfees with that 
of the preceding edition, des 1 * $ 

3p 1 l MXJIZST T. 


> 


_ PewTareven; Moirorn & Harn. 
28 at Breſcia; in the en Ted. 
grave of Baum. Dutſar. 

dee o«-Ptor azrs— folio, at. Naples; 
Place, Where now preſetyed, unknoyn. 


1494 —B1BLE —8˙ at Breſcia; in the library 
el His Majeſty TR Kino or Pauss14. 
Br dated this year, repreſented as 

printed at Peſare, unpointed, is ſaid to- be in 
tte Caroline library at Zurich, 
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** * at Leiria; in the Royal 
library at Paris. ; ST 


1497 — Isalan & JerREMIAHn — folio, at  Libon ; 
place, where now preſerved, unknown. 
— ProverBs— folio; did belong to Op- 
penbeim: place, where now preſerved, unknown. 


1511 — Prior PRoPHETS — (and Poſterior, 
according to Le Long) — folio, at Peſaro; in 
the Royal library at Paris. 


1513 — ISAIAH & JEREMIAH m folio, at Con- 
Hantinople; place, where now preſerved, un- 
known. 


1515 — PeENTATEUCH & MEctLLoTH place, 
where now preſerved, unknown, 


— PSALMS, PROVERBS, Jos, & DanitL — 
. folio, at Theſſalonica; n in The Bad- 
1 Leian. 


I . — PosTzRI0R PROPHETS — folio, 2“ edit. 
at Peſaro; in the library of the Reverend 
Mr Sanford. 


a — Peaks — falls. at Genoa ; one of FIFTY 
different printed editions of the Whole or 
Parts of the Hebrew Bible, which have been 


* purchaſed by myſelf. 
E PSALMS — folio, at 2 in 1 of 
St Ferom's Works. 
/ on PSALMS — 18), at Bly in ths «library 


. * at Damtzic. 
N 0 - 0 —Jos 


a 
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- , —Jos— , at Paris; place, _ pre- 

ſerved, unknown, * 
1517 — BiBLE — folio, 2 columns, a one. of 


the Soncinates; did belong to Oppenheim : 
place, where now preſerved, unknown. 


Then follow, as finiſhed in 1 517 and' 1518, the 


Two Editions of 
The CoMPLUTENSIAN POLYGLOTT BIBLE 


| And The 
VENICE (Bomberg) BI BLE by FELIx PRATENSIS, 


- NOTE. The Date, in the oldeſt editions, is 
generally at the End of the volumes, and inſerted 
after the word raw year of; and, tho” it be ſome- 
times given in words at length, is oftner expreſſed 
in the numeral letters of the Hebrew Alphabet. 
The Jews reckon, from the Creation, 240 years 
leſs than are uſually reckoned by Chriſtians : and 
therefore, if a book be dated from the Creation 
3246; by deduQting 3760, the ſum left is the year 
of Chriſt 1486, which is the time of the firſt printed 
edition. But if, as is generally the caſe, the Printer 
gives the leſſer computation by leaving out the thou- 
ſands, and expreſſes only 246; then by adding 1000, 
with 240 the difference of reckoning, the year of 
_ Chriſt is found 1486, as before. Thus: the Date 
of the oldeſt edition being 1486, a copy of it will 
probably be known by the letters 12 i. e. 246, or 
by other letters making the ſame number: a copy, 
Printed in 1494, may be known by 135 254, or 
other numerals of the ſame amount : one, in 1500, 
by v5 260: and one, in 1517, by tyy 277: 
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Die ron from GOETTIN GEN. 


Quod immortaliter promeritus eſt de critica textus 
Hebraici Benjamin Kennicott, Tbeologiæ Doctor in 
Univerſitate Oxonienſi, Societatis Regia Britannice 
Socius, Sociuſque Collegii Exonienfis ; conguiſitis per 
omnem Europam, quin immo ex Africe Aſieque oris, 
codicibus librorum priſci faderis, nondum in hunc finem 
adbibitis, iiſdemque vel ipſo proſpiciente domi, vel 
blando ejus impulſu apud exteros, diligentiſſime collatis : 
eas ob res SOCIETAS REGIA SCIENTIARUM 
GoegTTINGENS1s Benjaminum Kennicott, 7 Beo- 
logiz Dodlorem in Univerſitate Oxonienſi, COLLEG1 $ 
CL.ass1s PHILOLOGI CE adſcripht, adſcriptum 
boc documento declarat; petens ab eo, ut criticos in 
codicem Hebraicum labores, feliciſimo auſu ju uſceptos, 
pari Audio ad finem perducat, editionemque aliquando 
erbibcat illis copiis inſtructam, quibus nullus unquanm 
liber inſtructus prodiit. Ex quo ſucceſſu permagnam 
certe lætitiam ſentiet, eundemque Sodali impenſe gra- 
tulabitur Societas; ipfius viciſim erga ſe voluntatem 


urgens, et demonſtratam officiis mutuis compenſatura. 
GO NTTINOGÆ; 27 Januar. 1766. 


Sigill. 


jolurzs Daviy S. R. S. Joan. Pris. Monkar, 
MienAzlLIis, So- Goett, Phil, Prof. Ord, Socjeta- 
cietatis Regia Di.  tiſy, Reg. Scientiar. Se- 
rel lor. cretarius. 


O 2 Dirrou 
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Dir ron A from MANNHEIM. 


Academiæ ELER MTORATLIs Scientiarum & Elegant. 
| Literaruim Taz 0D0RO-PALATINE Preſes, 
Director ac docii, Lecturis S. 


cum eadem omnium 2 7 eritas, edgque in rerum na- 
tura nihil præſtantius; commune eſſe debet Veritatis 
ſtudium, et communis inveſtigationis honos. Centrum 
' quaſi hujus tum ſtudii, tum honoris, refte habentur So- 
cietates literariæ, a Principibus viris folenni quodam 
modo conſtitute, membriſque compoſite variis, quorum 
alia tegendis et promovendis laboribus Academicis, alia 
propius iis ſubeundis, alia remotius, ſunt deſtinata. 
Legibus binc noſtris tres Sociorum ordinate ſunt Claſſes ; 
que, quo inter ſe erunt conjunctiores, eo facilius me- 
tam Veritatis propaſitam attingent. Prima claſſis eſt 
Ordinariorum, quindecim numero, Societatis anima; 
cui ornamento accedit ſecunda Honorariorum, et auxilio 
claſſis Extraordinariorum tertia. Inter Extraordina- 
rios hos, annuente SEREN1SSIMO CaroLo THE o- 
ponko, Principe Electore, cooptatus a nobis eft Vir 
antiquarum literarum doctiſimus, Benjaminus Kenni- 
cott, S. T. P. Regizque Societatis Anglicanæ ut et 
Collegii Exonienſis Socius percelebris, Academiæ noſtræ 
ab incunabulis inde ſuis amiciſimus: unde hoc Socii 
Extraordinarii Diploma, Sigillo Academico noſtro mu- 
nitum, ſcribi et tradi ei lubentiſſime curavimus. Dat, 
MANNHEMI11; vi Cal. Mali, 1766. 


Lrororpus L. B. Sigill. STzNOEL, 
PE HOHENHAUSEN. Acad. Mann, LAMEY, 
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The CERTIFICATE: 


Which is here given, as containing the Second 
Renewal of Ur Wen ann 


HE Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of 


Oxford, having in January 1760 ſubſcribed to Dr 


Kennicott's Collation of the Hebrew MSS; and having 
inſerted in an Order then made the following words [ That 
their Subſcription be continued at the beginning of every Year, 
upon Dr Kennicott's producing a Certificate from the Royal 
Profeſſor of Hebrew, that in his Judgment Dr Kennicott hath 
made a competent Progreſs in the ſaid Work during the Year 
preceding 3] and the ſaid Delegates, as well as the Uni- 
veſity of Cambridge, having in the beginning of the preſent 
Year again renewed their Subſcription to this Work on 


condition of a Certificate from me, as before-mentioned * 


and Dr Kennicott having applied to me for ſuch a Cer- 
tificate : I do hereby accordingly Certify, for the Satis- 
faction of both theſe Univerſities, and of ſuch Perſons as 
have encouraged this Work by their Subſcriptions,' that 
the ſeveral Parts of the Collation, made during this Seventh 
Year, have been laid before me; and my Opinion is, 
that Dr Kennicott hath made a very. competent Progreſs 
in the ſaid Collation. And, upon conſidering ſevetal of the 
Various Readings, which he has already diſcovered in the 
Hebrew MSS; I think this Work will be of Ty eonſi- 
derable Service to . Literature, 


THO. H U N T. 
Chrift- Church ; 
Pecemb. 30, 1766. Regius Profeſſor of | FR 


4 


* 


Accounr VIII. 
At the End of the Year 1767. 


'T is with great pleaſure, that I now wait upon 
I the Illuſtrious and Learned Par RO of my 
Collation of the Hebrew MSS of the Old Tells 
ment; in order to lay before Them the Progreſs 
made in the Work, and the Encouragement with 
which it has been honoured, in the preſent year, 
which is the EIGHTH from the beginning of this 


eee 


4 To the number of Seventy MSS, collated in the 
7 years preceding, are to be now added FIFTEEN; 
ſo that the whole number of MSS at home, now 
collated, amounts to x1caTyY Five. And as to 
the 'MSS at home, yet unexamined ; I hope, and 
believe, they will be all collated during the two 
next years. And, if ſo; then will this Collation 
have been ſingularly fortunate : as being complea- 
ted in the very time, which, upon a Calculation 
at firſt made, I declared to be neceſſary, namely 


TEN YEARS. 


=" 


of the 1 5 M88, now collated, Four belong to 
The Britiſh Muſeum, and are the whole ( out of 
the 
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the 28 in that invaluable Repoſitory ) which re- 
mained uncollated : Three other MSS belong to 
the Library of The Royal Society ; and Six to the 
Library of Corpus Chriſti College, in Oxford. And 
for the uſe of all theſe MSS, communicated in the 
moſt obliging manner, I publickly expreſs my 
thanks. I muſt here alſo make my acknowledg- 

ments to The Maſter and Fellows of St Jobw's 
College, in Cambridge; who have lately lent me 
Two valuable MSS: which, not being yet col- 
lated, are not included in the number before ſpe- 
cified. a 


During the laſt year it was happily diſcovered, 
that the printed Hebrew Bibles differed greatiy 
from each other; and that the moſt early editions 
had many and important Variations, agreeably to 
the more antient MSS ; whilſt the modern editions 
agree only with the lateſt MSS. The oldeſt editions 
therefore being very valuable, and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be collated likewiſe ; I beg leave to ex- 
preſs my gratitude in the moſt dutiful manner, to 
HIS MAJESTY, The Royal and Munificent 
Patron of this Work, for the Uſe of an antient 
and very curious Pentateuch, upon fine vellum, one 
of the moſt elegant Books that ever came from 
the Preſs (for there are proofs of its being printed, 
tho' it has frequently been taken for « MS ) which 
HIS MAJESTY graciouſly commanded to be 
lent me at the end of the. laſt year, and which was 
collated in the beginning of the preſent. | 

Three 


©» 


112 Accovnr VIII. 


Three years before this Royal Pentateuch; which 
is dated in 1491, there was printed the #r/t edition 
of the whole Hebrew Bible; and of this Bible only 

3 copies were known in Europe, till a fourth was 
—— purchaſed, this year, by my very learned 
Friend M SAN TOR p, of Balliol College. The 
Collation of this printed Bible is already ſo far ad- 
vanced as to ſhew, that it is exceedingly valuable; 
and it certainly contains ſome thouſands of Varia- 
tions, ſeveral of which are of conſiderable conſe- 
quence : a deciſive confutation this of the opinion, 


| which, till within a year or two paſt, obtained uni- 


verſally among the Learned, that all tbe printed 
Hebrew Bibles were entirely or nearly the ſame. On 
this 'very intereſting article of the oldeſt printed 
editions, I ſhall obſerve farther, that to the cata- 
logue of them given in my laſt Account are to be 
now added, not only this firſt whole Bible dated in 
1488, but alſo another copy of the ETon Hagio- 
grapha, of 1487, preſerved in the Caſanatenſian 
library at Rome; and alſo 2 others (both older than 
that of the Prophets in 1486 ) — one, containing 
Joſh. Judg. & Sam. in 1484, which I have myſelf 
ſeen in The Royal Library at Paris— and the other 
a Pentateuch, in 1482, which Maffei ſays (Veron. 
Illuftrat. 3, 7) is preſerved at Verona: and there is 
another copy of this Pentateuch in the curious Li- 
brary of His Serene Highneſs The Margrave of 
Bavetn-DurLAc, at the palace of Can, 
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rube. Hence then it appears, that the method, 
which ſeems to have been originally obſerved in 
printing the Hebrew Bible, was juſt what might 
have been expected; firſt, the Pentateucb, in 1482; 
ſecondly, the Prior Prophets, in 1484; thirdly, the 
Poſterior Prophets, in 1486; and fourthly, the 
Hagiographe, in 1487: and, after the 4 great parts 
had been thus printed ſeparately (each with a com- 
ment) The whole Text (without a comment) was 
printed in one volume, in 1488. And the Text 
continued to be printed, as in theſe firſt editions, 
ſo in ſeveral others for 20 or 30 years, without 
marginal Keri or Maſora, and with greater agrec- | 
ment to the more antient MSS; till, about the 
year 1520, ſome of the Jews adopted later MSS, 
and the Maſara: which abſurd en fas 0 
n ever — l 


„an adidas atbi_h the Reader; ge | 
108 Trax/eriate:of Collmions were them degli 
in the Bodleian Library; and a Catalogue, ſpe- 
cifying the Collations ſo tranſcribed and depoſited, 
mmm 


ee ww ee 
ſerved, was made known to me by my learned Friend My 
Bruns; whom I have defired to collate this fi- printed Penta - 
teych, And I was fayoured with the notice of the former by 
the learned Monſ. Mercier, the very worthy Librarian of the 
$t Cenoveft library at Paris; who has lately been 


ene ũ 
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114 AccovunN T VIII. 


1767 : which Catalogue is too large to be inſerted 
in this Account. And to the Tranſcripts before 
depoſited have been lately added 21; ſo that the 
number, now in the Bodleian, amounts to ON'E 
HUNDRED AND TWENTY NINE. 


, © The only ax "ay at om which I ſhall here 
add, are — that I have been highly obliged by the 
reverend and learned Dr Gill; who has extracted 
and ſent me the Variations from the modern Bibles 
in the paſſages quoted in the Ta/muds both of Jeru- 
ſalem and Babylon, and alſo in the Rabboth: which 
Variations, in theſe antient books of the Jews, 
affect the Hebrew Text of the Old Teſtament, as 
the Variations in the antient Chriſtian Fathers affect 
the Greek. Text of the New. And laſtly : the 
Hebrew MSS in England have been this year in- 
creaſed by Two, now my own ; which did belong 
to the late Dr De Milbem, of Lekkerkirk near Rot- 
terdam: and one of theſe is the magnificent and 


curious MS, which was celebrated in the Account 


of my Work for the year 1763. Theſe MSS have 
been kindly purchaſed, at my requeſt, by the Re- 
verend Dr Richardſon, Chaplain to His Excellency 
Sir Jos EER YoRKE, His Majeſty's Ambafſador 
at oe m_ 


A to Colletions 1 in the preſent year, 
from abroad; I ſhall begin with thoſe, which I have 
juſt received from DENMARK: very obligingly 
pp to me by His Excellency the Baron Dz 


BE RN- 


YzAmr7 2764 ti 


Bz RNSTORPF, Principal Secretary of State. The 
Various Readings. of Seven MSS, lately purchaſed 
in Egypt, muſt be thought very defirable. And 
therefore, when the uſe of theſe MSS was volun- 
tarily offered me, by order of His late Dans H 
MaJje3TyY ; I gratefully accepted it. And I now 
expreſs my Thanks in 'this public manner to His 
Majeſty the preſent KinG or DznMaRK, not 
only for the uſe of theſe 7' MSS, but alſo of one 
other, long preſerved in the Royal Library. Theſe 
8 MS have been collated by the Oriental Profeſ- 
for Mr Kall, together with other learned Gentle- 
men at Copenhagen, the Profeliors 1 n 


ue Gow Se f 


1 hind Weid received a Collation of _ whole 
Hebrew Bible, printed in 1494; which did belong 
to LuTHER, and is now preſerved in the Royal 
Library at BERLIN. This curious edition was 
collated by the learned Profeſſor Schulxe, aſſiſted by 
his learned Wife; and the Variations in this from 
the modern editions are very numerous and valu- 
able. This Collation was very obligingly tranſmit- 
ted to me by His Exeellency Sir ANDREW MIT. 
cHELL, His Majeſty's Ambaſſador at Berlin. 


Xx” 


From FLoxzNce I have received this year the 
Collation of a MS in the Library of Duke Srxozzi, 
collated by the learned Fathers Berretta and Barioli, 
e — was kindly cp me by Mr 

| #146 a5 159 Mer ii 
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Worſely, at the requeſt of Sir Ho RAe _—— 
His Majeſty's Reſident in that City. m7 


The 2 MSS, formerly beloaxing to Revehlin 
now preſerved in the Library of The Margrave of 
Barten-Dur Lac (together with a 34 MS con- 
taining the book of P/a/ms ) have been examined, 
and their Variations ſent me, in the preſent year, 
by Mr Bruns. Theſe are the 2 MS8, from which, 
on account of their ( ſuppoſed ) very high-antiquity 
and extraordinary merit, a new edition of the He- 
brew Bible was propoſed to have been made about 
ten years ago. Their Various Readings are really 
of conſiderable value: and it is particularly obſer- 
vable, that in one of theſe MSS, after the pro · 
phecy of Malachi, the next book is Daniel; placed 
in that order by the Tranſcriber himſelf. 


bene the ns — by . 1 
been favoured with Letters during this year, par- 
ticular mention muſt be made of Profeſſor Nagel, 
of Altdorff near Nuremberg. From this Gentleman 
I have learnt, that an Hebrew Bible, in 7 folio 
volumes, which was lately to be fold, 1s purchaſed 
for the public Library at Nuremberg. And this 
valuable MS, together with 3 others, is very for- 
tunately preſerved in a Country, where there arc 
Men ſo munificent, and animated with ſo much 
Public Spirit, as to order Collations of theſe MS 
to be made for me Ar THEIR OWN EXPENCE. 


The generous Perſons, who thus demonſtrate their 
| Zeal 
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Zeal for the honour of Revelation, and the com- 
mon benefit of Europe, are The Hluſtrious ChxüS- 
TOPHER CHARLES KRESS DE KRESSENSTEIN, 
and The Hluſtrious Paul CuARLESS WELSER DB 
NzuNnnor ;. both Knights of the: holy Roman Empire. 
To theſe Patrons the warmeſt Thanks, which I can 
expreſs, are juſtly due; and their Examples, if 
followed, would render this Work compleat, by 
enabling it to appear at once, with the Various 
Readings of all the MSS. in Europe. An Event 
this — which, though impoſſible upon the preſent 
Subſcription, might very eaſily be obtained; if the 
R1icn'/and the GxzArT in the ſeveral parts of 
Europe would, at their own Expence likewiſe, order 
Collations to be made of the MSS in their ew 
tive Countries. | 


With the I of this munificent offer from 
Nuremberg, muſt be again mentioned the liberal 
Subſcription, with which my Work has been diſ- 
tinguiſhed by THz AcapeMy of MANNHEIM; 
a favour, already taken-notice of with proper gra- 
titude : and the Continuance of This Subſcription is 
here mne with great thankfulneſs. 


Due mention has been alſo 2 of the 8 
of Monſ. L' Ab Ladvocat, late Hebrew Profeſſor 
at The Sorbonne; who. collated, without remard, ſe- 
eral af the Paris. MSS : and whoſe great aeal for 
the promotion of this Work appears farther from 
ener of his lately printed, in which are — 
W 


— 
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words — mais nous Waurons une edition pure et cor- 
refte du Texte Hebreu, que quand paroitra celle que 
M. Kennicott Savant Anglois nous prepare. Je con- 
tribuerai de mon cote a I aider dans cette importante 
entrepriſe, ſoit en lui communiquant mes remarques, 
fort en collationnant tous les Manuſcrits Hebreux qui 
font d Paris, et en lui en envoyant les Variantes, * 
Some of theſe Collations were ſent me by the Pro- 
feſſor himſelf; and others, made under his care, 
have been (ſince his death) kindly tranſmitted by 
Monſ. L' Abbe Le Blond: from whom I have lately 
received the laſt fruits of that Profeſſor's benevo- 
lent aſſiſtance. But my advantages from the Sor- 
Bonne by no means ended with that Profeſſor's life; 
as he was ſucceeded in the Hebrew Chair by my 
very learned Countryman Monſ. L*Abbt Hooke, to 
whom J am under ſtill greater obligations. For 
thro* his favour, and the kindneſs of Monſ. L*Abbe 
Aſeline, I have received feveral other Collations, 
partly from the Sorbonne, and partly from the 


A learned Proteſtant alſo, Profeſſor Yer/chuir, of Frant- 
guer, in his Diſſertation lately printed, has honoured my 
Work with the following approbation. De es nobis et univerſe 
orbi Chriftiano gratulamur, quod tot manu exarati codices remanſe- 
rint, ex quorum collatione genuine lectiones a peritis et veri aman- 
tibus eriticis magnam partem facil? indagari poſſint ; et quad iflum 
laborem in fe fuſceperit B. Kennicotus, vir — a quo optima quevi, 
4 hoc opere ſperamus —— public? pro ſuſcepto hoc utiliſimo opere 
maximas. ago gratias ; atgue at id «d fun perducers' conttur," 
1 rogo. + NY vt 


Royal 
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Royal Library at Paris; and the aſſiſtance of theſe 


Gentlemen is obligingly — and — 
accepted, as to ſome 1 — 


My thanks however are not- RP to n two 
Friends, merely for ſome Collations; but alſo, for 
a thouſand Obligations which they conferred pan 
me, in-perſon, whilſt I was at PA x 18s, viſiting the 
MSS, during the laſt ſummer. For, convinced of 
its being my duty to do every thing in my power 
towards the perfection of my Work, and convinced 
likewiſe that many advantages would reſult from 
my 0491 examinations, in a City, which may boaſt 
of near One Hundred Hebrew and Samaritan MSS; 
I went, and examined accordingly :\ and J have the 
pleaſure to acquaint the Reader, that the Viſit has 
been productive of very great utility to my Work, 
in various ways. And I here acknowledge, with 
the warmeſt gratitude, the many Favours ſhewn 
to me at Paris, in the moſt honourable manner; 
particularly, by His Grace THE Duxz pe Niver- 
NOIS, and His Excellency TAE EARL or Rock-. 
FORD. To which Illuſtrious Names I muſt add 
that of His Grace The Lord Ax c H- BIS HO or 
PARIS; who very obligingly ordered ſeveral Li- 
braries to be examined, where there might poſſibly 
be Hebrew MSS not publickly known: and has 
ſince condeſcended to favour me with a Letter, 
expreſſive of nenn 
wy” Work. | 


AF 1 2 The 
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The uſe of the 3) Hebrew MSS, and 2 Same» 


- ritan, preſerved in the very magnificent Library of 


His Mosr ChRISTIAN MaJjesTY, was granted 
me, ih the moſt obliging manner, by the Royal 
Librarians Mon. Caperonier and Monſ. Bejot. One 
of the oldeſt and beſt of theſe Royal MSS, con- 
taining the whole Bible, has been examined; and 
the Various Readings, extracted from it, are nu- 
merous and of great conſequence. The treaſures 
of the SoxBONNE were freely opened to me like» 
wiſez in which ample library are ag Hebrew MSS, 
The ſame favour was obtained from the learned 
Fathers of the OR AT ORT, as to their 8 Hebrew 
MSS, and 2 Samaritan; one of theſe is the copy 
from which Morinus printed, and is the only Sama- 
ritan MS (out of 16 now in Europe) which has 


yet been made proper uſe of: though the other 4 


copies in Paris have the true readings in ſeveral 
places, where the MS of Morinus is wrong. The 
Librarians alſo of St Gzxnovers, St GERMAIN 
DES PRES, St VICTOIRE, and the MINI 
Fathers, very readily communicated their MSS: 
in the 3d and 4th of which libraries are 2 Hebrew 
MSS; in the 2d library are 3 Hebrew MSS and 
4 of the Greek Verſion, one of which is above 8 


| thouſand years old; and in the 1ft library is one 


Hebrew-MS, with a MS of the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch: and, as I found the Samaritan MS to con- 
tain many and valuable Various Readings, it has 
been ſince collated for me by my learned Friend 


TZ am 1567. nam 
Mr Lobſtein of Straſburg. From this ſame excellent 
library was lent me alſo a written Collation (made 
by Morinus) of the Samaritan and Hebrew Penta- 
teuchs ; noting their differences, and frequently 
adding the authorities of the ' antient Verſions : 
which curious MS was tranſcribed 'for- me, while 
at Paris, by Mr Bruns, who kindly came to me 
thither from Carl ſrube. As the MSS beforemen- 
tioned were, out of ſingular Veneration for my 
Work, lent me at my own Hotel; and as I had 
therefore all the Samaritan MSS at Paris open before 
me at the ſame time: I not only was honoured with 
2 Sight, which perhaps no other perſon ever ſaw; 
but I alſo felt a peculiar pleaſure, at beholding 
theſe precious remains of ſacred” Antiquity, which 


I hoped to render very ſerviceable to the Correction 
of the Hebrew Pentateuch. | 


Among the many learned and worthy Perſons, 
who contributed to render my ſtay at Paris uſeful 
and agreeable ; my Thanks are particularly due to 
Monſ. Dz BxzxQuvicny, Monſ, DE BEAUNM Or, 
Father BER TIER, and Colonel DRoMOOL D. And 
laſtly: I muſt make my public acknowledgments 
to The Preſident and Members of THz RovaL 
AcaDEMY OF INSCRIPTIONS AND BELLES: 
LzeTtREs, for the great Honour done me by 
admitting me a Member of their Illuſtrious Socie» 
ty; which Admiſſion is nen in mug 

. | „. * ly 7 
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Evtrait des Regifres de ' ACAD 218 Rovaus des 
InsCr1PTIONS' & Buites LetrTras. 


Da Vendredi, Sept Aotit, 1767, 
Sur la propeſitien faite & la Compagnie par M. Le 
Prefident de donnwer un 1tmoignage public d eftime & 
de conſideration d M. Le Dacteur Kennicot, qui J 
fait un nom dans la Republique des Lettres par des 
aruragis ot I erudition at la critigue je font tgalement 
remarquer, La Cempaꝑnis perſuadze qu il eft de ſon di- 
voir et de ſon intertt, d entretenir avec les ſpavants 
itrangers un commerce utile au progres des Lettres a, 
per une deliberation unanime, mis Monſieur Le Dofteur 
Kennicot au nombre de ſes correſpondents, et a chargt 
M. Le Beau, ſon Secretaire perpetuel, de lui expidier 
des Lettres de Correſpondance ſuivam Þ uſage et dan: 
la forme ordinaire. 


En foi de quoi J ai. fignt les preſentes Letires ſcellles 
du ſceau de I Academie. Fait d Paris au Louvre le 
dit jour ſept Aout, 1767, 


LI Brau, Secretaire Perpetuel. . 


As this Year has been diſtinguiſhed by two 
Events, not already mentioned; I cannot cloſe this 
Account, without making the moſt grateful men- 
tion of Both. The one is — the Honour done me 
by His Grace The Lord Axcn-Bisnor or 
CANTERBURY, and The other GREAT Orricers 

OF 
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or STATE &c. who are Electors of The RA p- 
cL1FFE Librarian, in appointing me lately to that 
Office. And the other article, with · which I ſhall 
conclude-this Account, is — my great Obligation 
to a Lady lately deceaſed, whom I had never ſeen; 
Mrs ELIZABETH GRIEZFEN, of Wokingham, Berks : 
who, from the opinion She had formed of the Uſe- 
fulneſs of my Work, and of the Labour with which 
it is attended, has bequeathed to me by Her Will 
a Legacy of Two HUNDRED POUNDS ; to be paid 
by Her Executors, as ſoon as I ſhall have compleated 
tbe Cala of the Holy Bible, which CO 
undertaken. 


THE CERTIFICATE 

from FE 

The Royal Profeſor of Hebrew, 
nearly the ſame as before, 


ſet in page" 10g. 


( 4" } 
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At the End of the Year 1768. 


N the proſecution of 2 Work ſo very laborious, 
4A as that of collating all the MSS of the Hebrew 
Bible in our own country, and procuring collations 
of the beſt MSS abroad (which was at firſt thought 
to require Ten Years to perfect it) I am truly 
thankful to Divine PrRovipence, that I have 
been ſo far bleſſed with Health, as to ſee the Work 
advance to the end, of the Ninth year, with a fair 
proſpect of its being compleated in the year fol- 
lowing. 


Before I enter into the particulars of this year's 
Progreſs, I muſt expreſs myſelf moſt gratefully for 
the Nlluſtrious, Patronage, with which it is ſtill ha- 
noured ; and for the Public - ſpirited Subſcription, by 
which it has been, for ſo many years, ſingularly 
ſupported : an acknowledgment, which is the more 
neceſſary at this time, becauſe the Subſcription in 
this Ninth year is greater than in any year prece- 
ding. And I am very happy in ſeeing, that the 
opinion of the Learned is more and more favour- 
able to a Work ; which indeed J find to be of 
greater 
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greater and greater conſequence, in proportion as 
more MSS, and alſo more printed Editions, are 
examined for the Benefit of it. 


To the number of 85 MSS at home, before 
collated, are to be now added 15 ſo that the 
whole number of our own MSS, thus far collated, 
amounts to Onz HunpReD. Of theſe 15'MSS, 
2 belong to The Maſter and Fellows of St Fohn's Col- 
lege, in Cambridge; 1 to the Rev. Dr Barton, War- 
den of Merton College; and x to the Rev. Mr 
Price, the Bodley Librarian: and for the uſe of 
theſe 4 MSS, I defire theſe Gentlemen to accept 
my public thanks. Another of theſe MSS was pre- 
\ ſented to me by the Rev. Dr Hunt, our celebrated 
Hebrew Profeſſor; whoſe Favour to this Work, and 
its author, cannot be ſufficiently acknowledged. 


But what has added ſuperior luſtre to the Work, 
in the preſent year, is a MS, which I have lately 
had the honour to purchaſe for the Royal Library, 
by the command of HIS MAJESTY, the 
Supreme and Munificent Patron of this Work. 
This curious MS, which contains the whole He- 
brew Bible, has alſo been collated ; and it has one 
pre - eminence above every other MS I have ſeen 
that it belonged, not only to a SYNAGoGvuE 
(tho even that circumſtance would have been im- 
portant, as it contains a multitude of Variations ) 
but to a Synagogue in JERUSALEM itſelf. For 
8 very celebrated Rabbi, who was born in Spain 


mn 


in 1194, built a Synagogue at Jeruſalem ; and jn 
this Synagogue, (which was built about 500 years 
ſince) was this MS (which was written about 400 
years ſince) preſerved with the utmoſt veneration, 
till Jeruſalem was taken by the Emperor Salim in 
1517. The MS was then ſeized by a Turkiſh 
Officer, who carried it to Aleppo; where, in 168g, 
it came into the hands of the celebrated D' Arvieux : 
and it was afterwards purchaſed by an Engliſh 
Gentleman, who brought it home to enrich his 
own country. In this MS the Pſalms, Job, and 
Proverbs, are written in Hemiſtics ; as the Hebrew 
Poetry certainly ſnould be. And, tho? it has ſuffered 
by raſures, it has ſtill many various Readings, and 
ſeveral of conſequence : in particular, it has Two 
Verſes in one place, which are clearly genuine, tho 
the Maſora has pronounced them ſpurious. 


In the laſt Annual Account it was mentioned, 
that 129 Tranſcripts were then depoſited in the 
Bodleian; and this number is now made 143, by 
14 other Tranſcripts, added lately: for which the 
Principal Librarian has given his Receipt, as uſual. 


As to Foreign MSs, I ſhall firſt mention thoſe, 
which are preſerved in the Royal Library at Copen- 
*hagen : of which MSS 8 have been collated, and 

- the collations of them received, as mentioned in 
the account of laſt year. And here I acknowledge, 
with the warmeſt gratitude, the Honour of a Pro- 
miſe from His Majeſty TE KIYOG or DenManx, 
(at the recommendation of my Friend His Excel- 
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leuey The Count de Bernftorff ) that not only theſe 
8 MISS, but alſo every other in the Royal Library, 


containing any part of the Hebrew Bible, ſhall be 
ſent to England, for my own perſonal inſpection. 


To the collation of 7 MSS, before received from 
the Ambroſian Library at Milan, are to be. now 
added 5 more; finiſhed by the care of Henrico A 
Porta, the celebrated Profeſſor of the Oriental 
Languages at Pavia; and the learned Dr Baptiſts - 
Branca, the Ambroſian Librarian: which Colla- 
tions were very obligingly brought to England 
lately by Mr Stewart, at the requeſt of His Ex- 
cellency Sir Horatio Mann, His Majeſty's Refident 
at Florence, L 


Thro? the care of William Nerion „E His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſter at Berne, I have lately received, 
from the celebrated Profeſſor Breitinger, the colla- 
tion of a valuable MS of the Hebrew Bible pre- 
ſerved. at Zuric. 


From Berlin I have this year received a 5 80 
of the third part of that MS, which is the moſt 
conſiderable in the Royal Library of His Majeſty 
| Taz Kino or Paxvss14. And there being at 
Brieg in Silgia an Hebrew MS, repreſented by 
 Wolkfins, as having very many Variations; I have 
ps for a 2 collation of it. 


I have lately Jing favoured with a Letter from 
M. Obelin, Public Librarian at dae; who has, 


in 
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in a yery obliging manner, offered to ſend me the 
Variations of the MSS preſerved in that valuable 
Library: of which MSS he has given me, a very 
particular account, together with a curious ſpecimen 
of their various readings. The other Libraries 
at Straſburg are now under examination, as to their 
Hebrew MSS, by my worthy friend Mr Lobſtein; 
in conſequence of Letters recommendatory from 
The Lord Ax c H- BISHO of Paris: and Iam 
ſignally obliged. to. His Grace for freſh aſſurances 
of His Zeal for this Work, expreſſed in a Letter 
which I have not long ſince had the Honour to 


receive from Him. 


As it has been repeatedly proved, that the MSS 
at Erfurt, which were made uſe of for Michaelis's 
edition of the Hebrew Bible at Hall, in 1720, 
contain Variations much more numerous and im- 

ortant than are inſerted in that edition; I have 
lately deſired, that a new and compleat collation 
* be made of the oldeſt and beſt of theſe'MSS. 


W hile theſe ſeveral LL are making for this 
| Work, with other collations not before-mentioned ; 
particularly at Nuremberg by Profeſſor Vagel, at 
the Expence of the Illuſtrious C. C. KR ESS de 
 Kreſſenſtein, and the Illuſtrious P. C. WE Ls ER de 
Neunbof; and at Paris, by the free ſervices of my 
very learned Friend Monſ. L' Abbe ſſeline, Dr and 
Profeſſor of the Sorbonne; and while every. other 
attempt in my power has been made, towards en- 
riching 
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riching this Work from the various Countries of 
EvRoPE : other parts of the World ( how great 
ſoe ver the difficulties of enquiry there, and how- 
ever unpromiſing the proſpect) have not been 
unattended to. 5 


My Friend General Melvill, whom I had re- 
queſted to examine in AMERICA, has lately 
aſſured me, that, after many enquiries, he could 
hear of no Hebrew MSS there, But what were very 
modern. AFR1CA has largely contributed to- 
wards the preſent Work ; particularly, by the MSS 
purchaſed in Cairo at the command of His Majeſty 
The late KVG or DENMARK. At Conſtantinople 
a curious MS was purchaſed, and has been kindly 
preſented to me, by His Excellency Sir James 
Porter. And if we paſs from thence into As 14; 
there even Feruſalem itſelf has furniſhed a compleat 
MS, which has been already celebrated, and be- 
longs now to The Royal Library in Great Britain, 


Much has been reported, concerning Hebrew 
Mss preſerved in China; particularly, at Cai-fong- , 
fa. And as the leaſt poſſibility of procuring ſome- 
thing, either MS itſelf, or Collation of a MS, 
from that very diſtant part of the Globe, was 
ſufficient to engage my earneſt attention; I have 
been lately enabled to ſend thither a Commiſſion, 
either for purchaſing a MS, or procuring ſome 
Collation : for which latter purpoſe I have alſo ſent 
to N a printed Hebrew Bible. And for the 


R oppor: 
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opportunity of making this attempt I am exceed- 
ingly obliged to Frederick Pigou, Eſq whom I de- 
ſire to accept my public acknowledgments for his 
very benevolent aſſiſtance. 


I ſhall cloſe this Annual Account with one arti- 
cle of intelligence; which I have reſerved for the 
laſt, becauſe it is the moſt important. The very 
firſt edition of the Hebrew Bible, printed in 1488, 
and fortunately purghaſed by my Friend Mr Sanford 
(as mentioned in the laſt Annual Account) has 
been now compleatly collated with the edition of 
Van. Hooght, in 1705; and the Variations between 
theſe editions ( the former printed more agreeably 
to the oldeſt and beſt MSS, and the latter to the 
lateſt and worſt ) have been carefully computed. 
And now, to the great Surprize of the Learned 
through Europe — of thoſe, who acknowledged 
ſome differences and corruptions in the printed 
copies — as well as of thoſe, who inſiſted on their 
abſolute agreement and integrity — I ſay, to the 
Surprize of the Learned univerſally, I acquaint 
them, that the Words, which here vary either in 
the Whole or in ſome Part, amount to above 


TWELVE THOUSANDI!. 


Now from this Diſcovery ariſe the following very 
intereſting Queſtions. How are we to determine 
between theſe 2. Editions, in theſe 12000 in- 
ſtances ? Are we, without any reaſon, to prefer 
either Edition univerſally ; or to Prefer ſometimes 

the 
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the one, ſometimes the other? If neither, without 
a reaſon; what reaſon can there be fo good, as 
The Concurrence of MSS? And if the Authority 
of MSS (together with that of the antient Verſions, 
Context &c.) is to determine; does not this de- 
monſtrate —I will not ſay, the great Expediency, 
but — the abſolute x = cs81Ty of collating ſuch 
MSS, that ſo the Learned may judge, the more 
ſafely, between theſe printed Editions of a Book, 
which is of ſuch vaſt Importance? If, then, the 
NECESSITY of this Work be certain z how 
grateful ought the Public to be, and Poſterity will 
be for ages to come, to ALL THOSE, who have 
patronized a Work ſo very beneficial to Mankind | 


If the Work, thus in every year confirmed by 
more and ftronger Authorities, and thus ſupported 
with encreaſing Zeal by the Generoſity of the Pub- 
lic, ſhall be publiſhed by the perſon, who has thus 
far conducted it; if he ſhall live to introduce to 
the World the reſult of all theſe Sacred Enquiries: 
the grateful Dedication of his Work to ALL Its 
PaTRONS will form a very pleaſing part of his 
Duty, 1 in that Publication. Ar preſent; the whole 
in his power is, to publiſh annually, with his warmeſt 
Thanks, the Names of TE SUBSCRIBERS: 
and the Catalogue of Them for this Year is given, 
as n an * following Certificate, | 
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THE CERTIFICATE. 


HE Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of 
Oxford, having in January 1760 ſubſcribed to Dr 
 Kennicott's Collation of the Hebrew MSS; and having 
inſerted in an Order then made the following words [ That 
their Subſcription be continued at the beginning of every Year, 
upon Dr Kennicott's producing a Certificate from the Royal 
Profeſſor of Hebrew, that in his Judgment Dr Kennicott hath 
made a competent Progreſs in the ſaid Work during the Year 
preceding ; ] and the ſaid Delegates, as well as the Uni- 
veſity of Cambridge, having in the beginning of the preſent 
Year again renewed their Subſcription to this Work on 
condition of a Certificate from me, as before- mentioned; 
and Dr Kennicott having applied to me for ſuch a Cer- 
tifcate: I do hereby accordingly Certify, for the Satis- 
faction of both theſe Univerſities, and of ſuch Perſons as 
have encouraged this Work by their Subſcriptions, that 
the ſeveral Parts of the Collation, made during this Ninth 
Year, have been laid before me; and my Opinion is, 
that Dr Kennicott hath made a very competent Progreſs 
in the ſaid Collation. Upon conſidering ſeveral of the 
Various Readings, which he has already diſcovered in the 
Hebrew MSS; I think this Work will be of very conſi- 
derable Service to Sacred Literature. And as the Work 
appears to be of greater and greater conſequence, in 
proportion as more MSS are collated ; I cannot but take 
this opportunity of congratulating the Patrons of it, on 
its being now ſo far advanced, and brought ſo near to 

a Concluſion, 


T HO. HUNT, 


Chrift- Church ; | dow! 
Decemb. 30, 1768. Regius Profeſſor of Hebrew. 


A Kun” a 
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Concluding 
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"HEN I undertook the Collation of the 
Hebrew MSS of the Old Teſtament, my 
mind was greatly affected with very different con» 
ſiderations; ſome of which it may not be improper 
to ſtate here, when I am about to acquaint the 
Public with the CONCLUSION of this CR nine 


The certain e of this Work to The 
Public — the poſſible conſequences of it to my/elf, 
in various ways; particularly, as to the Injury 
which my Conſtitution would probably ſuffer, from 
the Labour and very cloſe Application neceſſary 
for many Years — the Exbortations of thoſe, who 
zealouſly recommended it — and the Diſpoſition of 
others to cenſure both the Work itſelf, and the Me- 
thod of conducting it, be that Method whatever 
it would — furniſhed out a multitude of reflections, 
and topics of very diſagreeable as well as agreeable: 

poſſibility. 
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poſſibility, Some of theſe circumſtances would 
perhaps have induced any man, not bleſſed with 
uncommon Health ( as I then was ) to tremble and 
decline the Taſk ;. and yet other conſiderations, 
particularly that of devoting the moſt uſeful part 
of life to the nobleſt purpoſe, prevailed I me 
at laſt to undertake it. 


Taz B1BLE had ever appeared to me a Book 
of infinite confequenee to myſelf and the reſt of 
Mankind; and I conſidered it as a Gift worthy of 
Gop, and worthy of all human acceptation. The 
many Difficulties, formerly occurring in the per- 
uſal of it, I had uſually attributed to my own Ig- 
norance, particularly of the Original Text, and to 
the Want of Exactneſs in our Engliſh Tranſlation. 


When I learnt the Hebrew language, and for 
ſome years afterwards; I was of the ſame opinion 
with moſt Divines, that every Word and Letter in 
the printed Hebrew Text was pure and genuine. 1 
therefore concluded, that neither the real Obſcu- 
rities, nor the apparent Inconſiſtencies, were at 
all chargeable to the Inaccuracy of Tranſcribers; 
and of courſe, that a Remedy was not to be ſought, 
or would: be. ſought. to no good purpoſe, in any 
n to correct the un Hebrew Vever® &s 


"nd being diſpoſed to give up even wo 
opinion, if it was found wrong, I became after-- 
W convinced of my — ; and when con- 
bi vinced 
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vinced upon evidence, which ſeemed abundantly. 
ſatisfactory, I thought it my duty to endeavour to 
convince others, I ventured accordingly to publiſh 
my Reaſons. And, in order to awaken others to 
a juſt ſenſe of the true State of the Old Teſtament; 
I produced ſuch parts of it, as were either not to 
be explained by themſelves, or not to be rendered 
conſiſtent with other parts, without allowing — 
that the preſent Text is much corrupted. And at the 
fame time, that the Diſorder was pointed out, a 
Remedy was preſcribed; or rather, was diſcovered. 
For I found upon enquiry, that there were in Eng- 
land very many ſacred Hebrew MSS, at that time 
quite undiſturbed, at leaſt not at all made uſe of. 
And in theſe MSS I found more than ſufficient 
proofs of the Fallibility.of Jewiſh Tranſcribers, in 
general ; and alſo ſome of thoſe particular readings, 
which, tho' different from the printed Text, I had 
before ſer down as true. 


Such a Diſcovery. as this — of MSS, containing 
the whole or parts of a Book moſt juſtly venerable . 
— and theſe MSS, very many in number — and 
MSS, which had never been attended to, though 
they contained Thouſands of Variafions ; many of 
which were of real conſequence to the Honour of 
REYELATION — ſuch a Diſcovery could not 
but engage the attention of thoſe, who were at all 
friends to Learning and to Religion. This was in- 
deed the conſequence. But then, while the Learned 
were n and much pleaſed with the — 

conle- 
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conſequences likely to reſult from correcting the 


miſtakes in our printed Heb. Bible; ſome thought 
it right to vilify the man, who thus offered his 


Diſcovery ; reflecting on him illiberally and very 
abſurdly, for writing (as they called it) againſt the 
word of God. | 


| Now: though Abuſe, from men of zeal without 
knowledge, is the reverſe of diſgrace ; it was ftill 
more honourable to receive Approbation from Men 
eminent for Literature and Piety, and diſtinguiſhed 
alſo by their Rank in Life. And, being animated 
by ſuch Friends as Theſe to purſue the ſame en- 
quiries, after publiſhing One Difertation on this 
ſubject, I ſpent Six Years in preparing and pub- 
liſhing a Second; which, at the ſame time that it 
proved more fully the Expediency of examining 
Hebrew MSS, gave notice of many other ſuch 
MSS, worthy of examination. 


But, though I endeavoured as much as poſſible, 
to recommend a Collation of theſe MSS, yet I did 
not mean to recommend myſelf for the Collator , 
or indeed as anf df thoſe, who poſſibly might be 
prevailed upon to undertake a Work of ſuch vaſt 
fatigue. Having, however, been applied to by the 
Delegates of our Univerſity - Preſs, to whom te 
Royal Profeſſor of Hebrew had recommended me; 
and having been repeatedly and earneſtly exhorted 
to it by ſo Great a Perſon as The late Ax n- 


BisH0P of CANTERBURY: I, at laſt, in the 
begin- 


— 
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beginning of the year 1760, told His Grace, that 
I conſented; and that I was reſolved to apply my- 
ſelf wholly to this Employment — provided, it was 
made prudent for me in point of Circumftances. And 
as I foreſaw, that great Encouragement would be 
granted to the Work, which indeed has fince proved 
much greater than I expected; ſo I made no doubt, 
but a generous Attention would be ſhewn to ib 
perſon undertaking it: who thus neglected every 
other purſuit,” for the ſake of this one; and who 
* — 0 an 7 uns e | 


"T 


Thithe _— 07 b W e not 
appear romantic and impracticable; and be deemed 
either impoſſible, or unlikely, to be brought to a 
concluſion, at leaſt during the lives of thoſe who - 
ſo much wiſhed the performance of it; it ſeemed 
right to confine the Work to ſuch" NSS, as wert 
preſerved, and the uſe of which coltld be obtained, in 
our own Country : with the declared intention of 
procuring (during that interval) Collations of as 
many of the beſt te. as Mere and E.. | 
pence would allow. g 


5 
making, I publiſhed my opinion that the Colla- 
tion, thus undertaken, would probably be finiſhed 
in Tzu TEARs. And how long ſoever ſuch a 
Time might then, and may ſtill, appear to men, 
. “ ˙ fl 

| 0 yer 


| 
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yet thoſe; who can eſtimate the comparing of 4 
printed copy, Letter after Letter,” with every Word 
of every Chapter, in O HunDzzD' any 
Fo's TY Hebrew MSS, will perhaps be aſtoniſhed, 


that Twenty Years were not found neceſſary, inſtead 


of Ten. Eſpecially, when it is added — that every 
ſuch Collation, containing its whole catalogue of 
Omiſfions, Additions, Tranſpefitrons &c, with all its 
marks of Raſures &t, (ſee pag. 45-43) was to 
be tranſcribed; and either the original Collation, 


br its Tranſcript, depoſited in the Bodleian library. 
And this conſiderable addition of labour was ſtill 


further increaſed, at my own choice; becauſe 1 
thought it right (though this was not required) 


that Copies of all the Foreign en e 


han. and depoſited, rene 


- The Account, publiſhed | at che ms 55 your 


1768, mentioned, that One Hundred of our own 


Hebrew MSS were then collated. And I have 


now the pleaſure to acquaint the Public, that the 
Whole Remainder of our o MSS (i. e. all, which 


I could diſcover, and obtain the uſe. of) are now 


collated likewiſe. So that, on ſtating 1 this Account, 
| which concludes the Tex TH Year, I find myſelf 
intitled to one comfortable reflection, ſeldom if 


ever due to Public Underrakers of any kind, that 
of baving ftjitily kept my word, and finiſhing exactly 
at the time which I had named near Ten Fears ago, 
And this circumſtance is, I confeſs, not the leſs 


Hs : becauſe it will mozfy ſome men of 
little 
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little minds; who (whether from envy, or malice, 
or whatever õther evil principle) have been known 
to infirivate — that, 10 doubt, the Undertaker of this 
wort, having it in bis power to be ſecret in the Ma- 
nagement of dis Collation, would rake care to protratt 
1 B pruienth, bs 'to Wake' it a' good Settlement for 
Life, How fur this benevolent intimation may 
have been juſtly grounded, will ap more clearly 
at the contlufion of this n For from thence 
the Reader will be better qualified to judge —— 
Whether the Undertaker of this Work. has, or has 
not, ated in the proſecution pf it, with as much 
Difintertfttdntſs, or at leaſt with as much Zeal for 
his Work and the Public, as Public, however 


generous, Ties neun for Sb and im. 


| Av 60 ce preceding Fe 
it ſhould be e, 5 5 much time was ſup- 
poſed nebeſſary for . the Mameripts 
of the Hebrew, Bible; 2-4 only of thoſe 
MSS, as were then diſcovered: ſeveral By having 
been ſihce found, and collated, likewile. And as 
to the printed Editions; a collation, of Them was 
not at firſt judged to be at all neceſſary. So, yery 
nearly, or rather ſo exactly, had theſe been all 
| —.— agree, excepting the ſingle edition of 
the Haglographa in 1487 ; that the collation of no 
2 wen, was 5 
Jn = | > his 
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But, how greatly — this Work been mad 
beyond the firſt idea of it! — not only by the ad- 
dition of ſeveral, other MSS — but alſo, by the 
addition of Six printed Editions of the pole Old 
Teſtament; and of Six, printed Editions of very 
large Parts of it; for i in theſe Ti welve Editions are 
contained near ONE, HUNDRED AND SIXTY 
$1X * THOUSAND. Verſes, And here, if any one 
ſhould be diſpo ſed to look back upon the term of 
7 en Ve ears ; ; ** pleaſantly remark the wonderful 
Exatineſs of that Calculation, which required. juſt 
ſo much time merely for the MSS, or rather for a 
part of them; e yet could find room alſo for 
ſuch very large 5 ew I would 1 ſu ggeſt to ſuch 
remarker — that my Expedition did in part depend 
on the Number of my Aſſiſtants — that as the 
Work increaſed, ſo dd the Subſcription to it — 
and therefore, being enabled to employ more Af- 
fiſtants, I choſe to do ſo; in order, that, Not, one 
ſingle ears Subſcription mould be occaſioned 
by the Collation, beyond what was SOAR r 


ginally, ee 


x 


The very numerous and intereſting Variations 
jn ſo many printed Editions, eſpecially the oldeſt, 
as it Was a kind of evidence totally unexpected, ſo 
Was jt the more welcome, for appearing when a 


Collation of the MSS was ar advanced. The Work 
had before, while reſting on the many differences 
in the MSS, been recommended only on the point 
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of ExyzD1zNncy ; but, when ſupported alſo by 
the many differences in the printed copies, was, as 
it demanded to be, urged and preſſed more ſtrongly, 
as a matter of N'z cx8$1TY. And indeed thoſe, 
who have marked with careful attention the riſe 
and progreſs of this Work, muſt have ſeen with 
perhaps ſingular ſurprize — how, new light and 
freſh evidence have ariſen, in the. ſeveral ſtages of 
it! As if certain parts of the compleat Diſcovery 
purpoſes ;. to re-invigorate the Mind, when almoſt 
ſinking under the labours of enquiry: and to in- 
ſpire the Patrons of the Work -( as it did the far 
greater part of them) with ſuch an increaſing con- 
viction of it's moment, that, ſo far from being 
weary with well - doing, they ſeemed to contribute 
re bt men 


11 may Rab be aſeful, and not e 
to bring together the ſeveral points in queſtion, 
relative to this Work; with a ee of each 
Objection, made to it: as ſuch a Fuxta-poſition will 
render the whole Matter much more clear, and 
carry with it more full Conyitba. * 


Caſe the Fram. About. ag! year nes "on 
tempted a correction of ſome errors in the printed 
Hebrew Text,. by comparing 2 parallel Chapters; 
in doing which, the only helps, beſides the great 
advantages of that Paralleliſm, were the Context 
od the ben Late. But here it was eaſy to 
object, 
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object / thar a Eben. ef arten, - formed upon theſs 
rintiples, wintld babe ben mut more 'ſabisfaBory, 
! MSS, "hich confirmed any 
of aleſe 'mnendations. The force of this objection is 
gramed ; and it wa actually foreſeen, 'MSS there - 
wwe were ſoughit after, und found; by which fe: 
veral:of \thefe correttions, before bade; ware we! 
mu ln aff [55ers een eee A 
619 1 9 1:72 W 1 
e Burr, bow — ee, Fes 
Als Ager any alteration of the Hebreto Ter? 
10bow: they are bad Paruplyaſes rathir than bol Ver- 
Jon! ' becauſe none of their rumerous au \ great difft- 
raves from our Hebrew Text ure ut #11" ebuntenamcei 
. Heirow . Thes' had wen long afffrmed, 
without the leaſt proof; indeed, in a matter totally 
unensmined: and in defithoe bf the ſtrongeſt 
proofs to the contrary, at that very time extant in 
the: MISS. chemſelves.' For in theſe MSS, which I 
entirely different from the printed Hebrew copies; 
nnd eectly agreeing with _ — — n 
nne ene, 


f en 1; 0 JIE 
3. Bur, as wy MSS, io e wee not 
many; perbaps Noſe -ovitld Dave hren contradifftd; or 
Swvalidioted, by other M in "England, "or by S in 
Foreign countries. The very contrary was expected, 
as the reſult of further enquiry. Further enquiry 
vs made, and other MSS were found at heme ; 
a enquiries alſo abroad, many M Ss — 
foun 
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—— erf one them 
of — all mote amply — 
of 3 — iam n ah 0 
„ igt 27 S610 een ann 
— By — s--9 ; 
MSS being few, they amount to about 300. My 
firſt Diſſertation ſpecified 70, in our own Country; 
where I have ſince diſtovered as many more. And 
i I ſhould add about go, which I have ſeen in 
France, together with thoſe ſent to me at Oxford 
from other Foreign parts; the whole number, 
which I myſelf have ſeen, and in part examined, 
amounts to about 230 — half the number of the 
whole, knon at preſent in Europe. In the ſeale, 
oppoſite to all theſe MSS, are to be now put our 
modern printed editions; which, as they are almoſt 
all taken from the edition of Ben Chain, in 1525, 
are reducible in point of authority nearly to bat 
one edition. The o/deft- editions, which were printed 
on a very different plan (i. e. not from MS tbe 
moſt. perfeily Maſoretical, which were the ate, 
but from MSS the lea Maſoretical, which were the 
oldeſt) are now very ſcarce and uncommon; and 
indeed theſe fall not within the force of _ —4 
e 


5. Bur, — 
may be; they are all dans and modern therefore not 
0h to 
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to be compared with tboſe uſed by the Maſordtic Docs 
tors, above 1000 years ago; an from tbeſe M 
was our Text taken. MS8, of 600, 700 and 800 
years of age, are certainly not modern; and to 
this antiquity may ſeveral of theſe MSS fairly pre- 
tend. A Mͤs, not more than 600 years old, is of 
reſpectable antiquity; eſpecially, when compared 
with one of 400 or 300: and it is from MSS of 
theſe later dates, that our common printed Editions 
have been derived. The Editions muſt agree with 
the MSS, from which they have been taken. The 
modern Editions agree, and-they agree only, with 
the late and: worſt MSS; whereas the older the 
MSS are, the more they vary from the modern 
„ teens eee W 
t £36 
wy — as the Chaldee — 04s e 
from MSS near the time of Chriſt; and as that Para- 
phraſe agrees with the modern Hebrew Bibles, in many 
of ibe places charged with late corruption: - ſuch 
places are certainly uncorrupted. This objeRion, 
which has a plauſible appearance at firſt, will im- 
mediately vaniſh; when it is obſerved, that the 
modern Chaldee Paraphraſe is (for it has been 
proved from Chaldee MSS — ſee my Second Diſ- 
ſertation, pag. 177 &c:) wilfully altered, in ſeve- 
ral places, to make it agree with the modern He- 
brew x | INE | A (CHE OP 


wo Dont ena Reade ow 
rinſy emu. the Hebrew Text muſt be preferred, 


wherever 
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wherever it differs from the Samaritan.” There are 
indeed many groſs, errors in the Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, as it is printed in the London Polyglott (an 
edition in general highly excellent and meritorious) 
but then tbe Samaritan MSS are free from, and 
will therefore correct, theſe: errors. And indeed 
the Samaritan Pentateuch ſhould, in my opinion, 
be held very precious; becauſe I apprehend, that 
ſome. places in the Hebrew Pentateuch will never 
be intelligible, nor others ever become defenſible, 
till corrected agreeably to the Samaritan, And it 
is very material to obſerve, that the older even the 
Hebrew MSS are, the more they agree with the 
Samaritan. Of the Samaritan Pentateuch I have 
ſeen TwzLve MSS: only Sixteen are now known 
in Europe; and, of theſe, Eigbt are collated for 
my Work already. As to this Fentateuch, ſee alſo 
the rant pages 56 and 57. 


8. Ree any fond hopes r matters from 
| Hebrew MSS muſt be ill-grounded : the trial has been 
made, and publiſhed; for 5 MSS, at Erfurt, were 
ſelefted to adorn the Hebrew Bible printed by Micbae- 
lis, at Hall, in 1720; and the various readings, 
therein exhibited from theſe MSS, are ſo few, and 
' theſe few ſo trifling, that it is a wonder how ibe Coi- 
 lators could ſo weary themſelves for very vanity | This 
would indeed be a little diſcouraging, if it were 
really fact. But the truth is, that theſe MSS have 
been ſtrangely miſrepreſented, in that edition; and 
that they contain important Variations, which were 

ware: . T not 
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not ſuffered to appear in that Bible. For the learned 
Editor, being 4 devotee to the Maſora, publiſhed 
ſuch Variations only, as would not diſgrace the 
Text Maſoretically now eſtabliſned. The proof of 
this important article has been already mentioned, 
in page 86. But I cannot again mention this Diſ- 
covery, without celebrating that very ingenuous 
candour, and that ardent love of truth ( ſuperior 
to every Family conſideration) which rendered my 
very learned Friend Profeſſor MieHAELI1s, not 
only zealous to find out the real fact, but alſo ny 


to VINES nicate it. 


3 Bor, all theſe Hebrew MSS, now ſo pompouſly 
recommended, are ſpurious, and full of Faults; and 
were ſold by Fews to Chriſtians, becauſe not worthy 
of admiſſion into the Synagogues. — So eaſy a thing 
it is, to affirm roundly, without the leaſt ſhadow 
of proof ! If indeed it be a crime to differ from 
the printed copies, in having readings more agree- 
able to the Context, more agreeable to the Antient 
Verſions, and more agreeable to the New Teſtament, 
then muſt theſe MSS, eſpecially the older of them, 
Plead Guilty: otherwiſe, every ſuch Variation ex- 
alts their Honour, and encreaſes our Obligation. 
Some of theſe MSS were written by renowned 
Rabbies; and others, for the uſe, or at the com- 
mand, of their Princes and Great Men. There is 
one, above 550 years old, written in the days of 
Rabbi Solomon Farchi, and therefore probably by 


that famous Rabbi —_— becauſe: it contains his 
Commentary ; 
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Commentary; in which MS are many and valuable 
Variations. And I have found many and valuable 
Variations, in another MS; which did belong to 
a Synagogue, and to a Synagogue in Jeruſalem itſelf; 
which was preſerved there, as very precious and 
very venerable : but it now belongs to the mag- 
nificent Library of His Majeſty TR KINO or 
GREAT BRITAIN. See a further account of 
this curious MS, already Siren in page 128. 


10. Bon, as all the Printed copies, in whatever 
part of the World printed, have very nearly, if not 
abſolutely, the ſame Text; that Text, thus uniformly 
eſtabliſhed, muſs have been taken from MSS better, 
and more to be depended on, than thoſe now produced 
with ſuch very ſtrange Variations, What is here 
ſuppoſed, or rather taken for granted, has lately 
been found, not only to be without foundation, 
but alſo to be the very reverſe of the truth; OD 
fome of the printed Editions differ from others, 

much as the MSS do from the printed Editions, 
and from one another. One only, which is the 
very firſt edition of the whole Hebrew Bible, 
printed in 1488, has more than 12000 Variations 
from the Text, as now commonly printed; very 
many of which Variations greatly affe& the Senſe. 
See this Edition further celebrated, in the prece- 


Aas Pages 112 and 130. 


Laſtly. Bur, ES 
Edition, which bas many and great Variations, it may 
— T 2 have 
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have been taken from a very bad MS. The perad- 
ventures, in this laſt objection, can prove nothing. 
And how feeble and vain are Conjectures, when 
confronted by real Facts! The edition of the Ha- 
giographa, printed in 1487, and that of the whole 
Bible, printed in 1494, having alſo been collated 
for this Work, are found to contain Thouſands of 
Variations; many of which are of indiſputable im- 
portance. And yet, theſe two Editions differ ſo 
much from each other, and from that of 1488, as 
to prove, that they were not printed from one an- 
other. See theſe editions of 1487, and 1494, 
mentioned before, in pages 101 — 104. 


In conſequence of the Diſcovery laſt mentioned, 
and of the ſeveral other Diſcoveries ſpecified in the 
articles preceding, it follows, with the force of 


Demonſtration — that à careful Collation of the beſt \ 


Hebrew MSS, and of the oldeſt printed Editions, is 
TE Mero abſolutely neceſſary to be taken, in 
order to the forming of a proper judgment, concerning 
the Hebrew Text of the Old Teſtament. And there- 
fore, ſince we have now ſeen the various Objec- 


tions, attended with their ſeveral Confutations; 
ſince we have been witneſſes to the laſt breathings 


of a dying Opinion, concerning the Integrity of 


what is greatly corrupted; and ſince the abſolute 


Neceſſity of ſuch a Collation, as I have undertaken, 
is at laſt proved to univerſal Satisfaction: I cannot 
but congratulate the Public, on this en * 
now completed. | . 491636 
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end I ni 46 * ine 1 55 
But it is by no means my preſent intention to 
wait upon The SuBSRIBERS to this Work, 
only with this general notice, that The Collation is 
now. finiſhed. . They will receive pleaſure from ſome 
particulars, which have diſtinguiſhed this conclu- 
ding Year; and theſe therefore I think it my duty 
to lay before Them, 


The firſt article, which I ſhall ſpecify, becauſe 
it is an article of ſingular Honour to my Work, is 
this — that the Subſcription, ſo far from ſinking to- 
wards the cloſe of this long Work, was in the year 
1768 larger than at any time before, and in this 
the concluding year it has riſen aboye the year 
preceding. 


The Augmentation, 1 in this laſt year, 1s princi. 
pally owing to the Munificence of His Moſt Serene 
Highneſs, Taz Prince or Orance, Stadtholder, 
Captain General &c. of The United Provinces; the 
great Honour of whoſe Patronage is here acknow- 
ledged with the utmoſt gratitude. The addition of 
this exalted Name, a Name juſtly dear to every 
true Engliſhman, gives the chief Luftre to this 
Undertaking — next to The Auguſt Name of The 
Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms, His BRITAXNN Ie 
MajesTy. The Patronage of His Moſt Serene 
Highneſs, unſollicited from hence, was benevo- 
lently obtained by the application of that Mæcenas 
of Literature Greſier Fa c EL; and to Him the 
State of this Work had been made known by the 
learned and very celebrated Mr Chais at the Hague. 


150 A.ccoun'T KX. 


This reverend and worthy Gentleman (who has 
obliged the World with an excellent Illuſtration of 
the Old Teſtament, as far as the end of Samuel) 
ſurprized me by the notice of this Patronage; in a 
Letter ſo exceedingly obliging, and ſo very honour- 
able both to my Work and to myſelf, that I can- 
not deny my Friends the pleaſure of peruſing it. 


Monſieur 

Quoique je n'aie pas I honneur d'etre connu de Vous 
je ai pas laiſſe de prendre une part fincire au louable 
deſſein, dont 1"extcution Vous occupe, et à la gloire dont 

Vous Vous couvreꝝ par la conſtance de vos efforts, pour 
rendre autant qu'il ſera poſſible au Texte Sacre du V. 
T. ſa puretf originale; en collationnant une multitude - 
de Manuſcripts Hebreux, juſqu'ici ntgligts, ou inconnus, 


L' expoſition que Vous avez faite Vous meme de votre 
projet, le compte que Vous avez rendu annuellement de 
vos premieres decouvertes, et plus encore vos ſavantes 
Diſſertations, ont ſuffiſamment inſtruit le Public, de ce 
que I' Egliſe peut attendre, de votre zele, de votre 
habiletè, et de votre patience, daus la conduite d une 
entrepriſe, dont le but fait / éloge, et dont le ſucces 
intereſſe fi direftement Þ bonneur de la fn: 6 et de 
ſes Miniſtres. 

: Votre dernier crit en "rai Je parle, Mon- 
fieur, de vos doctes Obſervations ſur le cilebre paſſage 
du 1. Livre de Samuel Chap. VI. 19) a achevi de 
rendre la choſe ſenſible, aux perſonnes memes, en qui 


amour de la verits neſt accompagie d aucun des ſecours 
7 4 
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de Vrudition. Et fi, pour donner un nouveau relief 
à vos travaux, aux yeux des Savans, que leur goũt ou 
leur vocation attachent a Petude de la littirature orien- 
tale, il ne falloit plus, que munir vos recherches, du 
Sceau d une approbation gentralement reſpetite, queſt 
ce qu on peut y defirer, apres Papprobation diſtingute 
du Prelat illuſtre, d qui le Public eft redevable de in- 
comparable Traitt ſur la Poefie des Hebreux ? 

F* aurois cru, Monſieur, quapres le ſuffrage d'un 
jj grand Juge, ſans compter les applaudiſſemens, de 
tant d autres Savans dont les Repaumes Britanniques 
abbondent, et Paccueil unanime que ceux des pays d en 
dega la mer ont fait d vos demarches et 4 vos produc- 
tions, tout auroit concouru d applanir ſous vos pas les 
difficultts qui retardent I entier accompliſſement d un 
Ouvrage, dont importance eſt fi univerſellement re- 
connue, Ce ma ett qu auec une ſurpriſe extreme, que 
j ai uu par votre Lettre & Milord Euegue d Oxford, 
que les ſecours manquent encore & vos Voeux ; et cela 
meme, Monfeur, m'a fait preſumer, qu'aſſurtment votre 
 modeſtie deſſervoit votre ele, contre vos propres deſirs. 
Ji une preuve d Vous en donner, qui ne ſauroit 
Vous diplaire. Tout ricemment une Perſonne, que ſon 
rang et ſa piett rendent doublement reſpectable, a bien 
voulu ſe preter q entretenir Monſeigneur le Prince d 
Orange, de I utilitè de vos Travaux, et du point ou 
Vous aver deja amen le grand Ouvrage, dont Vous 
Vous ttes charge. Ce Prince, digne heritier des Vertus 
de ſes plorieus Aucitres, aime la Religion parce quiil 
la. connoit. On le trouve toujours pret d ſe porter avec 
ardeur, 
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ardeur, d tout ce qui peut en etendre empire, par des 
moyens dignes d elle, par ce qu il en ſent Pexcellence et 
gu ume piete tclairte anime en lui un penchant genereug 
à procurer le bonheur du genre bumain. Des qu'il a iti 
bien inſtruit de vos viles et de leur importance, il a te- 
moignè, qu'il ſe feroit un plaifir d'en encourager ] exi- 
cution. Tout de ſuite, il y a deftint Cinguante Livres 
Sterling par an, pour le temps convenable ; fi je ne me 
trompe pour cing ans: et. j'ai ordre, Monſieur, de Vous 
le faire ſavoir, afin que Vous puiſſiez prengre des me- 
ſures, pour jouir des que Vous le trouverez d propos, 
des commencemens dune faveur, qui. ſans doute Vous 
paroitra d'autant Plus e que Vous ne Vous 7 
attendiez pas. 


Si mes b peuvent Vous etre de quelque utilitt {fo 
pour faire parvenir vos ſentimens d Monſeigneur le 
Prince Stadhouder, ſoit pour recevoir du Threſorier de 
S. A. S. la ſomme qui Vous eſt actuellement aſſignte ; 
Vous wavez, Monſieur, qu' d diſpoſer de moi. C'eſt 
avec les ſentimens d'une confidtration diſtingute, et au 
milieu des voeux' les plus purs, pour votre conſervation 
et pour le ſucces de vos pieux travaux, que j "ail Bar- 
neur detre, | 


Monjeer, E otre tres humble. 


| & tres een. Serviteur 

A la Haye, | 
1 22 Mars 1769. 22, UNITY 
Paſteur Emtrite de PEgliſe 
. Walonne de la Haye, 


- 
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The „ Bight MSS, belonging to His Majeſty 
Traits or DENMARK,” Which had been 
collared for me at Copenhagen, have been in this 
year ſent to England, and brought to Oxford, for 
my own perſonal inſpection of them: as I was 
particularly deſirous of ſeeing the Characters, and 
Modes of Writing, together with tbe Ages, of thoſe 
MSS, which had been, with a Liberality ſo truly 
Royal, collected out of Africa and Aa. And I beg 
leave, in this public manner likewiſe, to expreſs 
my warmeſt Thanks to The Royal Proprietor of 
theſe valuable MSS; for having, in a very. con- 
deſcending manner, both | promiſed them, and 
cauſed them to be ſent hither, The time, when I 
applied for a ſight of theſe. MSS, was ſoon after 
His Daniſh Majeſty had honoured our, Uanwerſity 
with His Preſence ; and with His gracious Accep- 
tance of that profound Reſpect, which we were 
proud of ſhewing to ſo Amiable a Monarch. And 

as this ſignal Favour, of commanding all theſe 
MSS to be ſent hither, was in a great meaſure 
granted by way of Compliment to this Univerſity z it 
is neceſſary, that ſuch a Compliment ſhould be aſ- 
certained. The following is therefore the Letter, 
with which I was then honoured, and I acknow- 
ledge myſelf honoured exceedingly, by my II- 
luſtrious Friend His Excellency The Cont D z 
BIRXS TOR. | 


(0 8 - — * 19 , U R 
Rev. 
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Revd, Sir, 
T I acknowledge moft griiefully your TW 
Remembrance, and the Proofs of the Jame with which 
Yon have been pleaſed to honour me in your nuch e 
lerm d Letter of the 2 U. inflant. I beg Ton wil bs 
fully perſuaded, Rev. Sir, of my 4025 and” ardent 
Defire to ſhew Y: ou upon every occaſion, hoto great ©: 
Value T put upon your Friendſhip, bow glad T am ty 
have had the Pleaſure of making your ptyſonal At. 
quaintance, and how fincerely I "wiſh t th Tou aty 
Service in my Power, It is in conſequence a real Satis- 
faction to me to be able to inform You, Revi. Ay, that 
your -Defires having been laid before the Ring. Hi 
Majeſty, out of a true Regard for the Univerſity of 
Oxford, and particularly in order to affift You in your 

laudable Undertaking, has bten pleaſed to grant = 
Requeſt without any difficulty. I am forry to fee the 
Seafoh of the Year ſo far advanced, ani the Rifts of 
the Sea in the approaching Winter- Months ſo confillty- 
able, that the immediate Conveyance of the MSS from 
3 to Baron Diæde ill not be thought ſafe 
under theſe circumſtances. But I fpall not be wanting, 
in obedience to His Majeſty's Orders, to take due Curt, 
after my return to Denmark, to ſte them trummitei 
hither, for your Uſe and Examination, by the very firft 
Opportunity. I beg, You will depend upon it, Ref. 
Sir; and be aſſured of the ſentiments of great 
and diftinguiſh'd Efteem, with which I bur the 
Honour to be, Revꝰ. Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble Servants. x 
* London, 


Sept. 29, 1768. BzERNSTORFF., 
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Another article, in the courſe of this year, highly 
hogourable to this Work, is — that one MS, be- 
longing to the Archiepiſcopal library of & Sepulcbre 
in Dublin, has been obligingly collated for me by 
my Friend The Right Reverend The Lord Biſhap of 
Dolo; aſſiſted by the learned and worthy 
Dr Forfayeth, Hebrew Profeſſor in Trinity College, 
Dublin. And a greater Honour could not havt 
been done to any part of the Work, than to have 
it performed by a Prelate of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
Abilities in general; and w hoſe uncommon Know- 
ledge of the Original Languages of the Bible is 
well known. to thoſe, who are a th in . Lord: 
Rpt ee, * | 


Saif Zi 


The nent article, which Per my ole 
Thaaks, is the Fayour ſhewn to my Work by the 
learned Pcofeſior Lilienthal, Head - Librarian at 
Koemgfhirg ; where, in the Royal library, are 2 
Hebrew MSS. Theſe has the worthy Profeſipr 
been ſo good as to collate, unſolicited by me, and 


unrewarded + excepting by my g grateful Acknow- 
ledgment of the Services he has done to the Pub- 
lic, by promoting the perfection of Ws Work. 
In che very accurate Collations, which 1 haye te- 
ceived of theſe MSS, are found many and valuable 
Yarjous Reagings : the firſt MS contains the Pen. 
Jah, Meile, Hophtarath, Jab, and part of 
Jeremiah; the and iin che Prophets and 


TONS: os. 
An | 19 f v2 oy Ia 
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In the Accounts for 1767 and 1768 (ee pages 
116. and 128) mention was made of Profeſſor Na. 
gel, at Altderff ; and of his being generouſſy em- 
ployed to collate, for this Work; 4 Hebrew MSS, 
preſerved at Nuremberg: the firſt of which is a 
magnificent MS, in 7 Folio volumes, containing 
the whole Hebrew Bible. The collations of theſe 
MSS, fo far as they contain from the beginning of 
Gengfis'to the end of Kings, have been tranſmitted 
to me, and received, in the preſent year; together 
with many Variations, out of the Talmudt both of 
Jeruſalem and Batylon, and out of other books of 
Rabbinical Antiquity. And for this very accept- 
able Preſent, though but a part of the intended 
Benefaction, I here expreſs, my beſt Thanks to the 
Illuſtrious Perſons, who have ordered the Collations 
to be made, and to the learned Profeſſor for 
Care in making them. The remainder of that 
lection, when yg, wh 10 e „e 
pen A. af 


Bot hes 105 may ate with 6550 of rin 
Reacts who may not readily reconcile what was 
faid before, concerning this Work beim now conclu- 
dad, with what is ſaid in the laſt paragraph, con- 
cerning furtber addition to be fill made to it. And 
this circumſtance leads me to enlarge here, on hat 
will conſtitute a very material part of the ;preſent 
Account”; namely, an Anſwer to this Queſtion 
What is to be now done with this Collation af A 
Hebrew MSS? And, in order to the forming of an 
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Anſwer properly, it is neceſſary to cohſider —— 
I hat this Collation was — be — and What it is; 


SYS LETT FILE 


Let it chen be recolleged — hat the Work 
engaged for was — to collate all the MSS of the 
Hebrew Bible, in our own Country; and, during 
the progreſs of ſuch Collation at home, to procure 
the Various un ok owe, of ** 9 * 


No the Wade of Hebrew 1120 base 
in our own Kingdoms, which have been collated on 
this occaſion, amounts to 140. The number of 
Foreign Collations, received already, and likely to 
be received ſoon, amounts to 113. And the Col- 
latins of the whole, or parts, of the printed He- 
brew Bible, are 12. Conſequently, the Total of 
Collations; for the benefit of this Work; is 265 
probably mote, by above 100 than have as yet 
been made of any other antient Book, eveñ of the 
"New Teſtamem though the Old Teſtament is 
nearly three times larger than the New; the Verſes 
in the former being 23185, and in the latter being 
only 5959. And it will not porbaps be forgotten, 
that notwithſtanding this great difference in the 
ſire of theſe volumes of the Oid and Nm Teſta- 
ment, and the ſtill greater difference in cullating 
the Greet MSS by whole Words, and the Hebrew 
'MSS by fingle Letters; yet did the New Teſtament 
'employ the very learned and very laborious Dr 
Milt (here WOrroues ph cn r 
valy; 442 yeni W * 


Bur, 
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But, though the Collation, thus undertaken, be 
now finiſhed ; there muſt be an interval ef ſome 
Nears, before this Work can be prepared for the 
Preſs; and of ſome more Years, before it can be 
publiſned. During the laſt of theſe periods, it 
will not be eaſy to inſert regularly any new Colla- 
tions ; but during the firſt period, and eſpecially 
in the earlier parts of it, it will be very practicable 
to add, and regularly'to inſert, all ſuch Callations 
as 6 Wenne arrive from ed | 


If therefore it ſhall be thought adviſcable; ts 
I have not the leaſt doubt but it will) that this 
Work ſhould be prepared for the Preſs ; that is, 
that all the Various Readings, now contained in 
TWO HUN D RED AND SIXTY II diſfinct 
and ſepatate Parcels, ſhould be ſelected, ſorted, 
connected regularly, and diſpoſed uniformly, in 
the moſt conciſe, yet moſt intelligible and clear 
method, at one view, under the proper Verſe of 
every Chapter through the Old Teſtament: while 
this extenſive Operation ſhall be preparing. ang 
carrying on, there will be opportunity for inſerting 
the Various Readings of other Foraigu Collations, 
eſpecially all ſuch as ways arrive N 
Tm Tears. A 8. 


"The Ert among the Collations not yer received, 
but the ſooneſt expected, are thoſe placed fore 2x26 
in the following Catalogue. 1 re 

85 I. Collations 


II 4A'Rr” 1769. 139 


. Collations of 2 MSS, in the public library at 
STRASBURG, are every day expected; and theſe 
are to be followed by Collations of 7 other MS 
in the ſame library: all which are very generouſly 
preſented to me, for this Work, by the learned 
and en Librarian Mr Oberlin. . 


2. This Work will be further enriched ſoon by 

the kindneſs of the learned Mr Schnurrer of Wir- 
temberg ; who has obligingly acquainted me with 
his having collated for me a valuable Ms in the 


public library at Jen a. 


3. The Remainder of the Collations of. the 4 
MSS &c: at NuxzMBERG, now carrying on 
Y, Profeſſor Nagel. ard 


4. My learned Friend Mon. L Abbe 
Profeſfor at the Sor bone, having moft obſigingly 
offered me his aſſiſtante, in ſome further Collations 
a Pak1sS; I have no doubt, but 1 mall be ſoon 
favoured with ſome freſh proofs of his benevolence 
to 72 Work and me. , 


49. The Ns at Balbo i in _— amen 
ſaid to contain very many Variations, has been 
collated at my requeſt. This Collation has been 
kindly forwarded to Berlin, by the Reverend Mr 
Loos, Chaplain to His Majeſty Tux King or 
'Pkvss1A ; and it has been lately ſent from Berlin 
to London. 


6. The 


16d 
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6. The Collation of the oldeſt and beſt of the 
Hebrew MSS, in the Royal Library at Bexury, 
is, I make no doubt, nearly completed: and 1 
expect as much Satisfaction from the laſt part, as 
I have received from the former parts, already 
ſent me by the Collator, the learned Profeſſor 
Me ma. 


7. A Collation of a MS of the whole Hebrew 
Bible at CoroGwt having been agreed on, for 
ſome years ſince, in conſequence of Letters with 
which I was honoured by the learned Dr Hilleſbeim, 
Rector of the Univerſity in that city; there is 
great reaſon to expect the ſpeedy arrival of its 
Various Readings. | 


8. The oldeſt and beſt of the MSS at Erst, 
Which were beforementioned, has been for ſome 
time under the examination of the learned Profel- 
ſor and Librarian Mr Babrdt; in conſequence of 
whoſe care and fidelity, I make no doubt of recei- 
ving a very valuable Collation of that MS. The 
laſt Letter, with which he favoured me, not only 
gave me reaſon to expect, that this Collation will 
be ſoon in England; but alſo promiſed me, in a 
very obliging manner, ſome Various Readings from 


3 MSS at Lz1es1c and from 1 at Dzz5D2N. 
K 


9. At MI LAN chere Rill remains to be collated 
the MS of the Samaritan Pentateuch, which Mont- 
faucon has recommended, as very worthy of exa- 


1 mination. 


* 
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mination. And I have no doubt of receiving ſoon 
a good Collation of it, from the learned Profeſſor 
Henrico A Porta, or the learned Librarian Dr 
Baptiſta Branca; who have now collated for me all 
the Hebrew MSS in the 4nbrofan library. 


10. In the public library at LE VDE is pre- 
ſerved another MS of the Samaritan Pentateuch 
of which I am ſtill in hopes of receiving a Colla- 
tion, through the favour of the learned Profeſſor 
Schultens, who has kindly. entertained thoughts of 
it: and, if not from himſelf, yet from ſome other 
perſon ſelected by him, and acting under his * 
rection. See page 38. | 


11. But, as my wiſhes have Gat themſelves 
to every Quarter of the World ; and as my hopes 
have been more than anſwered by the MSS in 
EukOr E and from Ar RICA: ſo I-now. con- 
gratulate the Public, on the information lately 
ſeat me by the Reverend Dr Cooper,, Preſident of 
King's College, New York, in Au BAA. This 
information is, that Mr Sampſan  Simſon, 4 very 
worthy and benevolent old Gentleman, of. the Jetuiſb 
per ſugſion, living in that city, is in poſſeſſion a 
of very great. antiquity, containing the whole. Hebrew 
Bible; wbich be probably would ſend to England fer 
my uſe, if I properly. requeſted it. This I have done 
accordingly; and I do here expreſs my'thanks- as 
heartily to the Preſident for his notice, as L ſhall to 
the Poſſeſſor of the MS, if he — 
me wich the fight of it. 26 ul , 646)" e 

4 W 12. 4 
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12. In As 14 likewiſe have been made ſeveral 
enquiries after Hebrew MSS; in the countries 
near Madraſs, by the late Governor Robert Palke 
Eſq; a liberal Patron of this Work; and in the 
countries near Aleppo, by the late Mr Daz es, 
Chaplain there to the Britiſh: Factory. And as 
there was, even ſo late as about 30 years ago, 
preſerved at Naplouſe ( antiently Sichem, near mount 
Gerizim) a very old MS of the * Samaritan Penta- 
teuch, belonging to the ſmall remant of the Sama- 
ritans in that place; I ſome time ſince earneſtly 

entreated two Friends to try, whether the poſſeſor 
of this MS might not be prevailed on, by a hand- 

ſome Sum of Money, to accept a printed copy, 


r. for, it. 


- Laſtly: aha i ee might be left unattempted, 
de fucceſs was but barely poſſible, I ſome time 
fince, by means of the reverend and very learned 
Dr Jubb, ſolicited his friend Frederick Pigou, Eſq; 
(a Gentleman, as perfectly able, as he was found 
perfectly willing) to make the beſt enquiry after 
Hebrew MSS in CHINA. By this Gentleman's 
benevolent aſſiſtance, I ſent a Commiſſion, for pur- 
chaſing (if poſſible) ſuch a MS from the Jews in 
the province of Ho- nan: or elſe, to reward ſome 
perſon for collating at leaſt part of their written 
Pentateuch with our printed copy ; in order 10 
which I ſent, at the ſame time, Yau der Hooght's 


en. And notice is juſt arrived from China, 
that 
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that this enquiry is in a fair train; a Friend ar 
Canton having. promiſed to procure, if poſſible, a 
Ms from thoſe Jews in Ho- nan, by the aſſiſtance 


of the un of that Province. 


Thus have I attempted to lay delle the Reader 
a hiſtory of my Collation; and of my endeavours 
to execute the great Truſt repoſed in me by the 
Patrons of my Undertaking. What the Collation 
was to be, has been ſet forth; and What it is, has 
been ſet forth likewiſe. But whether, in the pro- 
ſecution of it, during the paſt Ten ears, I have, 
or have not, attended to. it with all the Care /poſs 
ſible — can be certain only to thoſe, who know 
that my general rule has been, to devote to it 10 
or 12 hours in a day, and frequently 14; at leaſt, 
that this was my practice, till ſuch ſevere applica- 
tion. became no longer poſſible, I the nn 
ries done to my Conſtitution. » 


But here it may be faid — "ha. even admitting 
the truth of the preceding paragraph, yet, as the 
Care taken by any one perſon, how great loever, is is 
but the Care taken by One; how can that One 
anſwer for the Carefulneſs of Others: of thoſe, 
whom he has employed as his Aſſiſtants, and whoſe 
parts of the Work he cannot have entirely re · ex- 
amined ? My anſwer is this. The Patrons of this 
Work are too prudent, to have expected what Was 
plainly impoſſible. A Work, which cannot be done 
ye man, muſt, if done at all, be done by more 

. 2 | than 
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than one, And that Collation, which could not be 
becauſe entirely to reviſe the whole is to examine 
each Collation, as to every thing either noted or 
omitted: which certainly amounts to a Recollation. 


All therefore, which could reaſonably be ex- 
pected, was — that the Conductor of the Work, 
thus neceſſarily aſſiſted by others, ſhould ſelect the 
fitteſt and moſt careful among ſuch as would ſub- 
mit to the Employment; and direct, ſuperintend, 
and in many particulars reviſe their ſeveral labours, 
as far as was practicable. No perſons have been 
employed to collate MSS, who were not properly 
inſtructed, and well qualified to deſcribe all the 
common Variations: and the fixed rule has been, 
that every Variation, which was uncommon and 
difficult, was marked for y own examination. In 
general; before a perſon was admitted to collate 
any MS, he was firſt of all exerciſed in tranſcribing 
Collations before made; then was tried in collating 
part of a MS well collated before: and, when thus 
proved to be careful and exact, has been then 
entruſted with an uncollated MS, under the reſtric- 
tion Tpecified in the preceding ſentence. And, after 
all, that every degree of ſatisfaction may be given, 
which can be given, to my own mind as well as to 
the minds of others; it is my fixed intention (if 1 

live, and am ſufficiently encouraged to prepate this 
Work for the Preſs ) to re-examine, with my own 
Eyes, all the Mss in England, in many of the 
_ 38 | moſt 
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volt important paffages: that fo this Work thay 
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The word Perfeflion | is here limited, becauſe I 
am ſenſible of my own fallibility ; and becauſe the 
proſecution of this Work has furniſhed out nume- 
rous proofs — how very eaſy it is to ert, or rather, 
how impoſſible it is not to err ſomerimes, in, read; 
ing and writing Letters, which. are ſo exceedingly 
ſimilar to each other. So that, among all the Works 
ever ſet on foot in the world; this is that, which 
has the ſtrongeſt . apology to offer, — 
ins nee but for be many, Miſtakes; 


1, Bt incuria fudit, in 
Aut Pumind' paris cin nates = 

F + Al to d gabe perfeltion'of this Work, Fn] 

be objected — that it cannot with any propriety 
claim that title; becauſe there remain ſo many 
other MSS, in Europe, at preſent uticollated, This 
is very readily acknowledged. However, I would 
aſk — Whether the New Teſtament” by Dr-Mil 
was not received with very high and juſt Applauſe 
by the Learned; when yet, that illuſtrious Work 
was only ſo far perfect, as to contain-{ perhaps re- 
gular and entire) Collations of about 1 12 M88 f 
And when, after the additional Collations made 


by Muller, Bongelins, Wetftein apr L are ſtill 


—— ·˙ 
4 The Velefian and Fechelian Variations a are ; hers excepted; 


"becadie I have ſeen no ſatisfactory account of them, 


at 
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let 100 MSS, containing \the. whole or parti 
of the New Teftament, the Various Readings of which 
have not yet been colleied at all; at leaſt, baue never 
yet been made public. What then would the World 
have ſaid, ſtill more juſtly, in praiſe of Dr A=, 
Edition; had he been previouſly enabled, either 
in perſon; or by ſome other Man of learning ſe- 
lected for that Commiſſion, to examine almoſt all 
the uncollated Greek MSS, in at leaſt ſome 1 
of * 0 Nn paſſages?" | 


— * 1 


— which ids 125 derived ſo much 
rem en and given a Perfection much 
more properly ſo called, to that Oxford edition of 
the New Teſtament, that very Plan (and let not 
my Patrons. be ſurpriſed, if I venture to attempt 
every thing for Their greater Honour) that very 
Plan I have prepared to carry into execution, as to 
. Oxford edition of the Old Teſtament, 
By way of: rial, * far ieee 0 
be derived to my Work; if ſuch of the Foreign 
MSS, as were not collated, ſhould be examined 
only, in particular paſſages : in the year 1767, l 
made a viſit to the Hebrew MSS in Pa RIS. And 
J found, that even a partial examination, when 
limited to the paſſages of greater importance, 
would be attended with very happy conſequences; 
as it would, if extended througb Europe, enrich 
the Work with the Variations of almoſt all the known 
Mb, in ſuch paſſages of the Old Teſtament as 

25 | ard 
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are of particular moment; and eſpecially in thoſe, 
which, though quoted in the New Teſtament, do 
not now perfectiy agree with ſuch Quorations. 


The Farther proſecution of this Plan, thus re- 
commended by my own perſonal experience, is 
now to be carried into execution, through Europe 
not indeed by myſelf, whom I conſider as reſerved 
for the continuance of Labour at home; but by 
Mr Paul. Jacos Bruns, of Lubec — on whoſe 
Fitneſs for ſuch a Commiſſion, in point of Ability 
and of Fidelity, I think the Patrons of this Work 
may ſecurely depend. This learned Gentleman has 
been frequently mentioned in the preceding Ac- 
counts ( ſee pages 97, 102,113, 116,121) as having 
collated for me at Carlſrube, and as having come 
to me and aſſiſted me at Paris. And, after many 
proofs of his Zeal for this Work abraad; he has 
been for ſeveral Months, and is ſtill, with me at 
Oxford : in order to furniſh himſelf, as perfectly as 
poſſible, with the yarious particulars' * his future 
1 | | 


Thus have I — ad I hope not with- 
out ſucceſs, to give that Satisfaction to my Pa- 
TRONS, Which They have the utmoſt Right to 
expect; as to the Commencement, the nn and 
* Concliſſion, of my Collation. 


- With regard to the 8 5 of this wa | 
for the Preſs; as ſome may be deſirous of know- 


ing, 


Al co u T X. 


3 


768 
. 
ing, how many Years that Preparation will require : , 
all that I can ſay at preſent is, that I am certain 
only of theſe two things Firſt; that ( when the 
difficulty of fixing upon The moſt proper Mat bod 
ſhall have been got over) the ſelecting, connecting, 
adapting, tranſcribing, and re · tranſcribing ſuch an 
infinity of Materials, will (if poſſible) exceed in 
fatigue even the paſt Collation — Secondly, ; ; that, 
if I ſhould fix a period (which indeed is not in my 
power) even that would ſubje& me to as rigid a 
Slayery, as I have already experienced from fixing 
a farmer Term : and this, at an advanced Time 
of Life, and under a broken State of Health; 
both which require much more Exerciſe, and leſs 
intenſive Application, than 1 have for the laſt 
Twenty Years allowed myſelf. 


NK C34 $4 , 
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But, as my Parzons may in ſome meaſure | 
judge, from the preceding State of things, what 
Expence ſill attends my Work abroad, in the way 
of Collation ; and what Expence may be neceſſary 
for the purchaſe of ſome MSS in Ala, where they 
cannot be collated: ſince they ſee alſo the volun- 
tary, but expenſive Engagement I have entered 
into, for the further Examination of the European 
MSS; and ſince they will certainly conclude, that 
this Work cannot be prepared by me for the Preſs, 
vithout ſeveral Aſſiſtants: it muſt be, and is here, 
humbly ſubmitted to The Greater and More Illuſ- 


trious among my. PATRONS, upon what Plan of 
Support and Encayragement I am now to proceed. 
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The paſt Subſcription was formed; in otder to 
enable me to diſcharge the vaſt Expence of the 
Collation, as at firſt undertaken; and it has more 
than anſwered its original purpoſe, becauſe it has 
enabled me to make that Work more complete, 
by procuring the inne of more MSS, n 


Fat fra tough nN 


I vt not ſuppoſe, that any peri aden 
who will declare it as their ſober opinion — that 7 
ought to be condemned to hard Labour for the reſt of 
my Life, merely, as a Reward for paſt Services, 
But I do know, that there are men ; who, from a 
conviction that T HEV would have made Such A 
Subſcription very lucrative to'Them/elves, have been 
mighty ready to intimate — that, no doubt, the 
Collator of the Hebrew MSS has done the ſame. 
And, as I have not forgot the promiſe, which 1 
made in page 139; J ſhall here proceed to ſatisfy 
ſome perſons, and to filence othets, by” the to 
lowing explicit declarations. ige 


» : 
#14 44 


The ſeveral Subſcriptions, which 155 ee 
in the Annual Accounts for the paſt Nine Years, 
when reduced by ſome artieles not paid at all, and 
enlarged by other articles paid "afterwards, have 
(upon the moſt exact computation which I can 
make) amounted i in each Tonk ESO the Total Sums 
2 n 0 


X Year 
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1761 — 
1762 — 
7663 
1764 — 
1765 — 
17675 — 


: 
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In this Tenth and concluding — 1769, my 
Work has been honoured with the following Mi 


tional Benefactors. | £4 a> rt V6 
Moſt Serene Highneſs . . 5 
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Anonymous 8 3%. Sad tHiqe 24; ur; 22 
John Delme, Eſq, . . . 10 10 


Rev. Dr Domvile . . , . + 
Freeman Flower, Eſq; . TPP PITTING 
Sir Henry Hoghton, Bart 1 
Henry Hunt, Eſq; Tipperary. . n 
Rev. Mr Joſeph Jane 5 
Rev. Dr Markham, Whitechapel 8 
Robert Palke, Els." C 20.4 0s. SET 
Rev. Dr John Scrope n 


0 O oO 


—_ 
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PT 4 _ 
* an 2 0 
* 4 four” * * 
9 0 
— hes. 
wa _ . 
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Which Sum, added to 
of —— already received * ay 6, . 


and to what probably will 


be received farther 5 } 24a | 


amounts to. 1004 6 0 


Nine Years 24 oe 77 
Tenth Teer 


Toeras. { 407 8 


— — _—_— ” 


Reader ! What a Sum is 9 Let Foreign 
ations read, with aſtoniſhment, this ſtory of 
Britons and Their K IN O; joined by One Foreign 
Prince and One Foreign Academy: voluntarily con- 
tributing, for Ten Years, their ſeveral Bounties, 
with a degree of Public Spirit beyond all Exam- 
ple, for the Accompliſhment of a Work purely 
ſubſervient to The Honour of Revelation; a Work, 
ſacred to The Glory of GOD and The Good, of 
ManxinDd! And under the powerful influence 
of this view of my Work, it is impoſſible for me 
to be ſufficiently thankful either to T 08 8, 
who have honoured with their Patronage we, as 
the humble Inſtrument in beginning and com- 
pleating i it — or to DIvIx I Paovibzxes, for 
enen as well as Reſolution 
to undertake it. 
8 X 2 But 
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But '— I hear the Whiſper of Detraction; re. 
preſenting all this, as an empty parade of words: 
and intimating what a comfortable thing 4 Truſt 
of Nine Thouſand Pounds muſt be, in the hands of 
any man, who had in a great -meaſure the ſecret 
Diſpoſal of it. Intimations of this nature are not 
new; they have long attended the proſperous State 
of my Subſcription. But His late Grace of Can- 
terbury, and ſome other of my Principal Patrons, 
after peruſing (about three years ſince) ſome ac- 
count of the Subſcription, of the Expence attend- 
ing the Work, and of the Emolument of it to 
myſelf, agreed in expreſſing their higheſt Satisfac- 
tian; and indeed wondered at the Di/intereftedneſs, 
we which T Sad en ſo ape a 1 
210 eint on +158 3 ie. „ [26H 

15 46 nor mien bowever 46 offer erdly an ap- 
peal to His Grace, now dead; or to ſome of the 
Higheſt Perſons in the Church, now living, who 
knew His Grace's ſentiments, and honoured me 
with their own, upon that occaſion. I would wil- 
lingly declare to every Subſcriber every thing he 
would be glad to know, as to every part of my 
conduct, in this great Affair — ſo far, I mean, as 
is poſſible. But, a particular detail of all the va- 
rious articles of Expence, in ſo very involved and 
ſo very perplexing a Tranſaction, cannot be ex- 
pected; and, if expected, cannot be granted to 
others, becauſe I have it not myſelf. And yet, 


that this may not be 3 into a ſubterfuge; 
. I will 
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I will do, what perhaps few of my Subſcribers look 
for, and what moſt of Them will be ſurpriſed/and 
concerned at. I will now endeavour to furniſh out 
ſome general notion, concerning my. Management; 
which notion, though general, ' will perhaps enable 
every Reader to eſtimate — What's great e 
I have * fur 2 ame, 125 


There i is one point. in which all n men n will agree 
at once; and it is this — that Tl, at leaſt, 10 
have lived upon my Subſcription. | | 


From this ſingle and ſimple principle, fappoſed 
to be univerſally granted, it follows — that 7 ought 
to bave laid by, unſpent, whatever Maut 8 . *. 
eie of this  Subſeription. 24 


But the other articles of my Income, during 
theſe. Ten Years,” added to ſome Money (clear of 
Debt) antecedent to this Undertaking, amount to 
the whole Sum I am now POO — ee 

about 500 C. 

Conſequently; inſtead of near 5000 4 — bie 
in the opinion of ſome of my Chief Patrons, ought 
to have been reſerved to myſelf = and which, if 
I had meant to be my own Pay-Maſter, and not 
conſulted the Honour of my Work, I might have 
ſecured — I find myſelf poſſeſſed of about 500 L 
in virtue of This Subſcription : after Ten Tears 
ſpent in recommending ſuch a Work to others, 
and another Tex '77ars ſpent 1 2 in _ 


execution of it. 
N The 
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; The 1 will probably be K ee at figds 
ing that 500. is the utmoſt I poſſeſs, as ariſing out 
of this $abſeription And perhaps he will be furs 
priſed, ſtill more, at the following notices — that 
in this Sum is included the whole conſequence of 
this Year's Subſcription, and therefore of the whole 
Subſcription — but, that even this Sum, ſo reſer- 
ved, is only reſerved at preſent, and by no means 
reſerved for myſelf, becauſe it is already devoted 
to the further Expences of my Work: and the 
further Expences, already engaged for, are theſe. 


1. For the Collations of 4 MSS, and a large 
part of a 5th, not yet received, nor paid for ; the 
firſt, at Brieg, in Sileſia; the ſecond, at Cologne; 
the third, at Erfurt , the fourth, at Milan; and 
the fifth, at Berlin. See pages 1 59 and 160. 


2. Poſſibly, for purchaſing MSS in . ; 
N and Ho- nan. Bee page 162. 


a Probably, for employing perſons, to collate 
the MS, which may reaſonably be en from 
America. See page 161. | 44 


4. Certainly, for employing perſons, to tranſ- 
cribe the remainder of the ſeveral Collations made 


lately. 


TH; 


5. And laſtly, for — — 
of 585 throughqut Europe: * 0 e * 


near Two Nears time. | A £83 
Now 


Year 1 hed F 75 


Now if this geh and laſt Pane ſhall, as Hers. 
haps it will, require the Sum of 300 /; if this'one 
article only ſhall require this ſmall remainder of the 
Subſcription : bow are to be diſcharged the Fey 
of the other 4 articles? It is not impoſſible, but 
ſome of my Readers may demand an Anſwer; and 
perhaps expect me to ſay, Whether I will diſcover 
my own folly, ſtill further, by laying out upon my 
wal part of my private Income, as well as the 
Subſcription? The reply is, that I camot now belp. 
it : and indeed, even the Sum of 200 C, which 
may be neceſſary for the 4 other articles of Expence 
before ſpecified, is by no means the largeſt Donation, 
nn Ke Wann 7 rp 


Yee I will ſpecify no further ; at 1 190 
publickly. Nor would I have inſerted here the 
moſt diſtant alluſion to the preceding circumſtan- 
ces; had not the ſunpoſe Gain from my Work 
been ſo very often, and ſo very ftudioufly, maghi- 
fied. And a man muſt have much lefs Spirit, than 
the conductor of this Work has till left; WHO 
would not ſignify his Contempt of ſuch Miſrepre- 
ſentation, at the time when it was become his in- 
diſpenſable duty to undeceive his PRIN GIT al 
Patrons. In ſhort: as to the ſum of 200, 
juſt before mentioned; the diſcharge of that Ex- 
pence will be the more eaſy to me, on account of 
the Legacy of 200 /, mentioned in page 123. 
This Legacy, the Executor has obligingly aſſured 

HOY me 
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me, ſhall be paid, as deviſed ; that is, upon my 
finiſhing the Collation, which I had undertaten. And 
from this circumſtance it appears, that the idea of 


the LADY, my PATRONESS, in this generous _ 


Bequeſt, was not — Her aſſiſting to defray the 
Expence of my Work, but — Her contributing 
to the Reward for completing it. 


I ſhall now. conclude this long Account H the 
Work, and of my own Conduct in it, with the 
Name of every Perſon (whom I am at liberty to 
name) that has at all ſubſcribed towards it. And 
I, ſhall- only add — that, whenever this Collation 
ſhall be publiſhed, for the common Advantage of all 
Europe; and when, in conſequence of this Colla- 
tion, there ſhall be, for our own particular Benefit, 
a Reviſal ef our . Engliſh Tranſlation 5 when The 
Holy. Scripture ſhall be hereby rendered more in- 
telligible and more inſtructive to thoſe, who believe 
its Divine Authority, as well as more conſiſtent and 
more convincing-to thoſe, who doubt or diſbelieve : 
then will every juſt Encomium be en, be- 


e on 
THE ROYA "a 
| The ILLUSTRIOUS, and, The LEARN D, 
who have patronized this Work ; and whoſe Names 
will not only be prefixed to this Work hereafter, 
but alſo are at preſent collected together, and adorn 
the following CaTaLocuz. 
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15 Mot Serene Highneſs 
ihe PRINCE of ORANGE. 


\ * * 


0a 
The UN IAVZAS17 128 of 
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The Theodore - Palatine Academy at 
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Aust, Rev. Mr 

Auilar, Honourable Baron 

Allen (late) Ralph, Eſq; 

All Souls College 

Amyatt, James, Eſq; 

Andrew, Rev. Dr, Preb. Rocheſter 
Aſhton, Rev. Dr, Fell. Eton College 
Atherton, Rev. Mr 

Atwell (late) Rev. Dr, Preb. Glouceſter 
Avery (late) Dr Benjamin 

Aytmer, Hon. and Rev. Mr, Preb. Briſtol 


13 Rev. Mr 

Barter, Thomas, Eſq; 

Barnard, Rev. Dr, Provoſt Eton College 
Barrington, Hon. and Rt Rev. Lord Bp Landaf 
Baſket, Thomas, Eſq; 
Bate, Rev. Mr Chambers 
Bate, Rev. Mr James, Deptford. 
Bath (late) Right Honourable, Earl 
Bearcroft (late) Rev. Dr 

Bell, Rev. Dr, Preb. Weſtminſter 
Benſon (late) Rev. Dr 

Bentham, Rev. Dr, Reg, Prof. Divinity, Oxford. | 
Blacket, Rev.Dr | 
Blackſtone, William, Eſq; 

Y 2 Bland 
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Bland (late) Rev. Dr, Preb. Durham 
Bolton (late) Rev. Dr, Dean Carliſle * 
Bouchery, Rev. Mr 

Braſen - Noſe College 

Briſtol, Dean and Chapter 

Bryant, Jacob, Eſq; 

Burrow, James, Eſq; 

Burton, Rev. Dr Daniel, C hancellor . 
Burton (late) Rev. Dr Thomas, Fred. bs am 
Bute, Right Honourable, Earl | 1 
Butler, Rey. Dr IO TTY 


Campbell, John, Eſq; | 

Canterbury, Dean and Chapter ; 

Chamberlayne, Rev. Mr 

Chambers, Rev. Dr 

CEaidle) (late) Rev. Dr Samuel | F 
Channing, Mr John 3 
Chapman, Rev. Dr John 

Chenevix, 105 Rev: Tod Biſhop Waterford © 
Chokuich, Rev: Dr, Preb. Exeter © 
Clark, Mr William ator 

Collet, Dr Mach 
Conant, Rev. Mr | 
ca, His Grace, Lord Arch- Be Canterbury 
Corpus - Chriſti College 3 


| 
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Cowper, Hon. and Rev. Dr, Dean Durham 

Cox, His Grace, Lord Arch- -Biſhop Caſhell 
Cracherode, Rey, Mr 

Craufurd ( late ) Honourable General 

Cuſt, Right Honourable Six John, Speaker H. C. 
Cut, Rev. Dr, Canon Chriſt- uch 

Cuft, P eregrine, Eſq; 


18x; 


D cha (late) Solomon, Elq; 

Daddo (late) Rev. Mr 

Damer, Honourable John, Eſq; 

Delms, Peter, Eſq; 

Delms, John, Eſq; 

Devonſhire (late) His Grace, Duke 
Dickens, Rev. Archdeacon, D. D. 

Dodſon, Michael, Eſq; 

Domville, Rev. Dr, Dublin 4 

Douglas, Rev. Dr James, Preb. Durham 
Douglas, Rev. Dr John, Can. Windſor | 
Drummond, His Grace, Lord Arch- Biſhop. 1 York 
Duane, Matthew, Eſq; 

Durell, Rev. Dr, Principal Hertford College 
Durell (late) Rev. Mr 

Durham, Dean and Chapter 


Edwards, | 
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Edwards, Rev. Dr, Coventry 0 
Egerton, Right Rev. Ld Bp Litchfield & Coventry 
Ellis ( late ) Right Rev. Lord 11 St David's : 
Eton College | 

Exeter, Right Honourable, Earl 

Exeter, Dean and Chapter 

Exeter College e 

Eyre, Rev. Dr 


Fanhaw (late) Rev. Dr, Reg. Prof. Div. Oxford 
Farmer, Rev. Mr | _ 
Flower, Freeman, Eſq, 

Fordyce, Rev. Dr 

Fothergill, Rev. Dr, Provoſt Queen's College 
Freind (late) Rev. Dr, Dean 8 
Fuller, Richard, Eſq; 

FOR, Rev. Dr 


Gabriel, Rev. Dr 
Gadſden, Chr. Eſq; Charles-Town, South lion 
Garnet, Right Rev. Lord Biſhop Clogher 

Gawſell (late) Rev. Mr 85. 

Geach, Mr Francis 

Gibbons, Rev. Dr 

Gifford, Rev. Dr | 
Gilbert (late) His Grace, Lord Arch-Bp York 


Gill, 


Gill, Rev. Dr 7 
Glouceſter, Dean and 8 12112 | 
Golding ( late ) Rev. Dr, Warden Wincheſter 
Gould, Rev. Mr, Clare- Hall | 
Granville ( late ) Right Honounble EA 
Gray, Charles, Eſq; 

Green, Right Rev, Lord Biſhop Lincoln 
Greet, Rev. Mr wit : : 
Gregory ( late ) Rev. Dr, Dean Chin Church 
Grenville, Right Honourable George 
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FTallifas, Right Honourable Earl 
Hanbury (late) William, Eſq; | 
Hardwicke (late) Right Honourable Earl. 
Hardwicke, Right Honourable Ear! 
Harris, Rev. Mr 3 
Hawkins, John, Eſqʒ | 

Hayter ( late ) Right Rev. Lord Biſhop London 
Heberden, Dr William | 
Henley ( late ) Rev. Mr 
He eſſe, John Adam F rederick, Eſq; 
Hetherington, Rev. Mr, Fellow Eton 
Hill, Rev. Dr, Treaſurer Armagh ) 
Hoadly (late) Right Rev. Lord Biſhop Wincheſter 
Hoadly, Rev. Dr, Chancellor Wincheſter 
Holy. (late) Rev, Sir Philip, Dean Ardfert 


Hoage, 
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Hodge (late) Rev. Dr 

Hoghton, Sir Henry, Bart 
Honywood (late) Fraſer, Eſq; 
Howard, John; Eſq; 

Hume, Right Rev. Lord Biſhop Saliſbufp | 
Hunt, Rev. Dr, Regius Profeſſor Hebrew, Oxford 
Hunt, Henry, Eſq; Tn | 43A 4 
Hunter, Dr William | 
Hutchinſon, Francis, Eſty; Dublin | 


Fane, Rev. Mr Joſeph 
Fenkinſon, Charles; Eſq; 

Jennings (late) Rev. Dr 

Feſus College, Oxford 

Innys, John, Eſq; ö F 
Johnſon, Right Rev. Tanks aer Wc 


June, Mrs Mary 
Jubb, Rev. Dr 


Kaye, SE Mr, Sub Kher" 
Keene, Right Rev. tay Biſtiop! Cheſter 
Kings College f 


Vppis, Rev. Dr © 
Bettes, Fin h | 


"Lambe 
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Lie (late) James, Exy 

Laugher (late) Rev. Mr 

Lawſon, Rev. Mt IV ORR 

Lee, Matthew, Eſq; | 8 
Legge (late) Right Honourable Henty Bilſon id 
Legb, Rev. Dr, Halifax "© | 
Ligonier, Right Honourable Earl 
Litchfield, Right Honourable Earl 
Llewelin, Thomas, Eſq; 

Long, Rev. Dr, Maſter Pembroke Hall 
Loveday, John, Eſq; 
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Oxrorp, Chrift Church; Dec.30, 1769. 


Tu Delegates of the Preſs, in the Univerſity of 

Oxford, and alſo the Univerſity of Cambridge, 
having ordered, that the Continuance of their Subſcription 
to Dr Kennicott's Work ſhould depend on a Certificate 
from me, as to a proper Progreſs annually made therein ; 
and the Teſtimony, which I have with great pleaſure be- 
cauſe with great juſtice granted, in the Nine former 
Years, having given me a public Connection with this 
Work: I apprehend, that my Name cannot at this time 
be at all improper, 


My former Atteſtations, together with the occaſion of 
them, are now at an end. And there can be no neceſſity 
for me to confirm what Dr Kennicott himſelf hath ſet 
forth, in the Tenth and laſt Account, as to his Underta- 
king being now completed. All that I intend therefore, 
after expreſſing my entire conviction of the Truth and 
Exactneſs, with which the laſt Account hath been ftated, 
is publickly to congratulate, as I do moſt heartily, all the 
Patrons of this Work, together with the Conductor of it, 
on its being brought to a Concluſion. And I cannot but 
add my fincere Wiſhes, that the very great Importance of 
it, of which I am myſelf fully convinced, may be proved 
as ſoon as poſſible to the World, by the publication of a 
Work, which does ſo much Honour to our Country in 
general, and to this Univerſity in particular. 
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